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To  all  CHRISII  AN S  of  every  Denomination, 
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By  a  Gentleman  of  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge . 


Suj.pvfe  ye  that  thefe  Galileans  were  [inner s  above  all  the  Galileans  y 
bee  a  nfe  they  fujfered  fuch  thing:  ? —  Or  thoje  eighteen  upon  whom  the 
‘Tcnver  of  Si  Loam  fell ,  and  (lew  them,  thinx  ye  shut  they  were  finners 
above  all  men  that  dwelt  in  Jcrufalem  ?  I  tell  you.  Nay  j  but  except 
ye  repent,  ye  [ball  all  likewife  perijh.  Luke  13.  2,  4,  3. 

Terrae  motus — Quo  in  renim  natura  nihil  terribilius,  formidabi- 
liufque,  nihil  funeltiushumano  generi  accidere  pote If, maximum  Dei 
flagellum,  quo  DEUS  OPT.  MAX.  homines  f;bi  perduelles,  et 
mandatorum  fuorum  contemptores,  unice  caftigare  folet.  Quas  non 
•  urbes  hifee  fubverfas,  quas  regiones  non  devqib. tas,  montes  non 
eve  ribs  legimus  ?  Kir  chert  Mund.  Subte-.  Vox.  i.  p.  239. 
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PREFACE. 

BEING 

A ferious  Addrefs  to  all Chriftians. 

AS  the  two  late  Shocks  of  an  Earthquake  In 
the  Cities  of  London  and  Weflminjier ,  and 
parts  adjacent,  have  occafioned  (and  not  without 
great  reafon)  no  fmall  Terror  and  Confirmation 
to  the  Inhabitants ;  fo  fhould  they  be  an  admoni¬ 
tion  even  to  us  at  a  diftance,  to  zput  away  the  evil 
of  our  doings . 

If  we  only  confider,  how  fatal  the  confequen- 
ces  of  fuch  Shocks  have  been  in  feveral  other  parts 
of  the  World  ;  we  ought  to  magnify  the  Mer¬ 
cies  of  the  Lord  towards  us,  that  we  have  not 
hitherto  been  fw allowed  up. 

Our  efcape  from  fuch  fatal  Effects,  has  not 
furely  been  owing  to  our  own  Goodnefs ,  but  to  a 
fuperintending  Providence,  which  has  hitherto 
thought  fit  to  fpare  an  undeferving  People. 

And  had  thofe  unhappy  Nations,  which  have 
felt  the  direful  effects  of  Earthquakes ,  met  with 
fo  many  feafonable  Warnings  as  we  have  had,  >tis 
poflible  they  might  b  long  ago  have  repented  in 
fackcloth  and  ajhes. 

Let  us  not  therefore  cenfure  them  as  more 
profligate  Sinners  than  ourfelves,  though  they 
have  fuffered,  and  we  (God  be  praifed)  have  hi¬ 
therto  efcaped. 

*  Ifaiab  i.  16.  k  Matt.  xi.  21. 
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This  would  he  an  unaccountable  piece  of  pre¬ 
emption  indeed,  and  a  fetting  up  of  our  felves  as 
Interpreters  of  God’s  Judgments  upon  others ; 
and  affigning  unwarrantable  reafons,  why  God’s 
afflicting^  or  even  avenging  Hand,  has  been  hea¬ 
vier  upon  thofe  unhappy  People  than  upon  our 
felves. 

Though  the  ftroke  of  Divine  Vengeance  fome- 
times  leaves  vifible  marks  behind  it,  that  point 
ou,t  plainly  enough,  the  particular  Caufe  of  the 
Vengeance ,  yet  we  ought  to  be  cautious  how  we 
judge  in  fuch  inftances ;  and  apply  them  only  as 
proper  Motives,  and  Warnings  towards  our  own 
Repentance. 

Let  Us  therefore,  who  have  heard  of  the  terri¬ 
ble  Difafters  of  this  kind,  in  Naples  and  Sicily >  in 
' 'Jamaica ,  and  very  lately  at  Lima  and  Callao  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Peru%  and  have  had  Shocks  of 
the  fame  kind  in  c  divers  Parts  of  this  Kingdom  : 
Let  us,  I  fay,  haften  our  Repentance,  left  our 
d  Hearts  JToould  be  hardened  through  the  deceitful - 
riefs  of  Sin  ;  and  let  us  not  fin  on,  left  the  fame, 
or  Jhrne  worfe  Evil  fbould  befall  us ;  and  left  de¬ 
ll  ruction  fhould  overtake  us,  in  the  midft  of  our 
Security.  But  alas !  how  can  we  lull  our  felves 
into  the  vain  Dream  of  Security  ?  what  is  there 
that  fbould  fkreen  Us  from  the  divine  Wrath, 
or  give  us  a  Title  to  the  privilege  of  Exemption  ? 
Shall  we  plead  for  ourfelves,  in  the  Style  of  the 
Jews  of  old  ;  e  Lhe  T'emple  of  the  Lord ,  the  f  'em - 
pie  of  the  Lord ;  The  Proteflant  Religion ,  The 

c  Corves  in  tne  Ifle  of  If'ight ,  Chejler ,  Liverpool)  See. 

0  Hebrews  3.  13.  •  Jeremiah  7 ,  4. 
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Protejlant  Religion  ?  Is  there  any  Charm  or  En¬ 
chantment  in  the  word  Protejlant ,  againft  a  de¬ 
vouring  Plague,  or  a  dreadful  Earthquake  ?  And 
in  what  is  the  Protejlant  Religion  better  than  any 
other,  if  we  P  rot  ejl ants  are  not  the  better  for  our 
Religion;  if  our  conduct  and  behaviour  are  not 
regulated  by  the  Precepts  therein  contained  ?  Can 
the  beft  Religion  in  the  World  fandify  Sin,'  or 
afford  it  any  fecurity  ?  No  ;  that  is  an  abfurd  and 
ridiculous  fuppofition,  fuiting  only  with  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  fome  lamentable  Enthujiajls  in  the  time 
of  the  Grand  Rebellion ,  and  Ufurpation . 

Will  he  treat  Them  as  Sinners ,  who  perhaps 
are  unreformed  both  in  Dodrine  and  Manners; 
and  account  Us  his  a Saints,  who  though  reformed 
in  Dodrine,  are  many  of  us,  I  fear,  more  cor¬ 
rupt  in  our  Morals  ?  Will  not  the  purity  of  our 
Dodrine,  rather  render  the  corruption  of  our 
Manners  the  more  inexcufable  ? 

Or  are  we  indeed  reformed  in  Dodrine, 
according  to  the  rules  of  Truth  and  Sobernefs? 
Are  there  not  fome  among  Us,  who  difpute 
the  Being  of  a  God  covertly,  if  not  openly  ? 
Others,  who  difown  his  Revelations,  and  deny 
the  Lord  that  bought  them  ?  denying  him  to  be 
what  he  is,  and  degrading  him  to  the  Rank  of  a 
Creature  ?  Are  there  not  too  many  among  Us, 
who  have  reformed  away  all  reverence  for  God’s 
Holy  Name,  and  Word,  and  Sacraments  ?  Who 
have  fet  at  nought  the  Chrijlian  Ordinances ,  not 
allowing  them  to  have  any  Spiritual  Efficacy.  Are 
there  not  others,  who  profane  and  contemn  God’s 
Holy  Worfhip;  and  others,  who  moll  fhamefully 
negled,  if  not  profane,  the  very  Day  which  he 
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has  fet  apart  for  his  own  immediate  Service  ? 
Are  there  not  too  many  nominal  Protejiants  a- 
mong  us,  who  fcarce  deferve  the  name  of  Chrijli - 
ans ,  who  hardly  believe  one  Article  of  the  Chrif - 
tian  Faith  ;  who  make  a  Mock  even  at  God’s 
folemn  Inftitutions,  and  are  zealous  in  teaching 
others  fo  to  do  ? 

Are  there  not  too  many,  that  fit  in  the  Scorn - 
ers  Chair ,  who  are  daily  and  hourly  cavilling  at 
the  Myfteries  of  our  Holy  Religion,  ftarting  un¬ 
reasonable  Doubts  and  Scruples  in  matters  of 
Faith  ;  and  who  under  the  fpecious  Mafic  of  de¬ 
firing  Information,  will  flily  afk,  How  can  this 
thing  be  conceived  ?  How  is  it  credible  ?  How  is 
it  poflible  ?  Or  may  it  not  pofiibly  be  otherwife  ? 
Surely  thefe  Gentlemen  never  confider,  how  dan¬ 
gerous  a  thing  it  is  to  trifle  with  God,  and  their 
own  Confciences,  in  things  of  fuch  mighty  Con- 
fequence.  If  they  did,  methinks,  it  fhould  make 
them  more  ferious,  and  put  them  in  mind,  how 
God  is  True,  and  every  Man  a  Liar  ;  that  he  is 
Infinite,  and  we  Finite;  that  he  belt  underftands 
his  own  nature,  counfel,  and  will;  and  that  we 
can  know  no  more  of  him  than  our  imperfect 
Rate  will  admit,  and  he  himfelf  has  been  pleafed 
to  reveal,  and  difcover  to  us :  And  whatever  is 
fo  revealed,  is  propofed  to  our  belief  in  the  moft 
ferious  and  affeiting  manner.  And  if  thefe  things 
were  well  weighed  in  a  fteddy  and  impartial  way, 
it  would  appear  to  be  their  Duty,  their  Intereft, 
and  their  Safety,  to  trnji  in  the  Lord  with  ail 
their  Heart ,  and  not  lean  too  much  upon  their 
own  underllanding,  ( a  broken  Reedy )  to  think 
foberly  according  as  God  has  dealt  to  every  Man 
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the  mcafure  of  Faith g,  rather  than  to  h  break  through 
unto  the  Lord ,  to  gaze  and  to  per  if:. 

Unlefs  therefore  we  take  heed  to  our  princi¬ 
ples,  and  there  be  a  thorough  reformation  in  this 
refpedr  how  can  we  expeft,  but  that 1  we  f:all 
all  likewife  perif:  ;  we  Protefants ,  as  well  as  the 
Protefants  of  Port  Royal  in  Jamaica ,  the  Papifs 
of  Naples ,  Sicily ,  and  LzW  ;  we,  many  of  us,  an 
unbelieving  race  of  Protefants ,  as  well  as  any  of 
the  Pagans  or  Inf  dels ,  which  make  near  two 
Thirds  of  the  known  k  World  ?  Have  we  not  expe¬ 
rienced  a  wonderful  intermixture  of  Judgements 
and  Mercies  for  a  Jeries  of  years,  and  all  in  vain  ? 
Have  not  fomeof  our  Neighbours,  not  many  years 
ago,  been  vilited  by  a  deftroying  1  Pef  Hence,  and 
we  efcaped  it  ?  Have  we  not  often  been  involved 
in  the  Calamities  of  War,  and  thofe  attended  with 
a  great  expence  of  Blood  and  T reafure  ;  and  have 
we  been  at  all  humbled  by  it  ?  Have  we  not,  with- 

£  Romans  I  2.  3.  h  Exodus  19.  21.  1  13.  5. 

k  Geographers  and  Hiflorians ,  dividing  the  World  into  thirtyParts, 
give  this  account  of  it ;  that  but  five  of  thofe  are  Chrijlian ,  fix 
and  Mahometan,  and  the  remaining  nineteen  perfectly  Heathen.  See 
Dr.  South's  Sermon  upon  Proverbs  12.  22.  vol.  1.  p.509. 

1  The  Plague  at  Marfeilles  in  France  ;  which  famous  City  was 
almoft  depopulated  in  the  Year  1720.  It  is  fituated  (as  Mr.  Salmon 
obferves,  Modern  Hijicry ,  V  ol  2.  in  Fol.  p.  464).  on  the  Mediter- 
rmiean ,  twenty  miles  South  of  Aix,  and  thirty  North  Weft  of  Tou¬ 
lon,  being  divided  into  the  Old  and  New  Town  ;  the  Old  Hands  on 
an  eminence  above  the  Fort,  the  Streets  whereof  are  narrow  and 
dirty,  and  the  Houles  very  indifferent.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
new  Town  is  perfectly  well  built,  particularly  the  Street  call’d  the 
Courfe ,  which  is  one  of  the  fineft  in  Europe ;  the  Houfes  on  each 
Side  being  uniform  and  magnificent,  and  a  noble  Walk  of  Trees 
between  them.  The  Cathedral  is  faid  to  have  been  the  Temple  of 
Diana ,  and  the  ancienteft  in  France.  On  the  Land-fide,  there  is 
one  of  the  moll  beautiful*  Plains  in  the  World  ;  in  which  there  are 
no  lefs  than  eight  hundred  Country-Seats  of  the  Citizens,  with 
their  Gardens  and  Vineyards,  whither  they  retire  from  the  Noifc 
of  the  Town. 
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in  thefe  thirty  years,  been  fuffer’d  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  our  own  fatal  Counfels,  and  to  pull  down 
diftrefsm  upon  our  own  Heads,  worfe  than  the 
terrors  of  War*  and  have  our  Spirits  been  fubd tied 
by  it?  Are  we  not  full  too  unwilling  to  fubmit 
to  God’s  good  Hand,  though  we  have  had  fome 
late  inftances  of  terror  to  reclaim  us  ?  Do  we  not 
ftill  lean  too  much  upon  the  folly  of  worldly  Wif- 
dom?  Or  have  we  with  all  our  pretended  zeal  for 
Juftice,  ever  call'd  to  mind  what  our  Sins  have 
juftly  defer v’d  at  the  Hands  of  the  Almighty  ? 
What  reafon  have  we  then  to  think,  that  we 
fhall  always  efcape  in  fo  favourable  a  manner  ? 
As  for  the  Morals  of  too  many  among  us,  I 
fear  we  can  plead  but  little  Merit.  Some  of  us 
living  in  Revelling  and  W antonnefsy  others  in  Envy, 
Hatred,  and  Malice ;  fome  overreaching  and  un¬ 
doing  their  Neighbours  by  notorious  Frauds  and 
Falflioods;  others  fupplanting,  and  undermining 
them,  by  the  flyer  Arts  of  Diffimulation ;  fome 
profaning  the  Name  of  God  with  n  dreadful 
Oaths,  and  Imprecations ;  whilfl:  others  are 
guilty  of  the  much  more  heinous  ( though  I 
hope,  the  much  lefs  common)  Sin  of  Perjury  ; 
which  Sin  alone  is  fufficient  to  bring  down  a 
Judgement  upon  our  Heads :  A  crime,  by  which 
not  only  the  Fortunes  and  Reputations,  but  even 
the  Lives  of  many  innocent  People  may  be  en¬ 
danger’d.  And  to  fuch  I  beg  leave  to  recommend 
the  advice  of  a  late  0  excellent  Divine  of  our 

m  South -Sea  Scheme ,  1720. 

91  Common  Swearing,  is  fo  ungenteel,  fo  untempting,  fo  unbe¬ 
coming  a  Vice,  and  fo  incapable  of  excufe  or  extenuation,  that  I 
hope  it  will  meet  with  but  very  few  Advocates. 

0  Dean  Mofs  s  Sermon  againfi  profane  Swearing  and  Curling* 

vol.  4.  p.  08.  2d  edit. 
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Church;  whofe  Reafoning  will  not,  I  Should 
think,  lull  them  into  fecurity,  but  convince  them, 
that  they  cannot  acquit  themfelvcs  from  this 
dreadful  crime,  by  the  help  of  any  ftraiifd  Inter¬ 
pretations,  fubtle  Evafions,  or  Equivocations  what¬ 
soever;  for  in  this  cafe,  a  Man’s  fubtilty  will  be  an 
aggravation  of  his  guilt.  For  it  is  a  double  piece 
of  Infincerity  in  any  one,  to  falfify  a  folemn  Oath, 
and  then  to  abufe  his  own  Reafon  and  Confcience 
by  weak  Sophiftry  and  thin  Artifice ;  a  pradice 
borrowed  from  the  pretended  Saints  of  1641.  And 
I  wifh  the  characters  of  too  many  among  us  did 
not  fo  nearly  refemble  that  of  the  Romans,  fo  fully 
defcribed  by  Saint p  Paul . 

Nay,  alas!  are  not  even  the  very  beft  of  us  full 
of  blemifhes  and  imperfections  ?  Are  not  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  us  at  leaft  too  intent  upon  this  World, 
and  too  much  in  love  with  its  Vanities  ?  which  are 
ufually  attended  with  vexation  of  Spirit.  Are  we 
not  often  carried  away  with  the  ftream  of  popu¬ 
lar  Vogue,  and  common  Cuftom,  to  the  detriment 
of  ftriCt  Vertue  and  Piety  ?  Are  we  not  too  remifs 
and  indifferent  about  the  affairs  of  Religion,  too 
negligent  and  difregardful  of  the  great  concern  of 
all,  the  Salvation  of  our  own  Souls  ? 

This  being  a  true,  but  fuperficial  fketch  of 
our  national  fins ;  what  fhould  ftep  in  between 
us  and  Ruin  ?  what  fhould  fhelter  us  from  God’s 
hotteft  difpleafure  ?  If  we  are  not  moved  to 
repentance  by  the  late  Warnings  given  us,  nor 
by  the  dreadful  Murrain  amongft  our  Cattle, 
which  for  a  considerable  time  has  eluded  all  the 
arts  and  remedies  made  ufe  of  to  flop  it ;  have  we 

p  Rom.  r,  28,  Sec. 
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rot  too  juft  reafon  to  fear,  one  of  the  mod  dread¬ 
ful  fcourges  of  Heaven,  a  Plague  or  Pejlilence , 
which  has  but  too  often  fucceeded  an  Earthquake? 
Quercetan  mentions  feveral  inftances  of  this  kind  : 
One  that  happen'd  in  the  217th  year  a^er  the 
building  of q  Rome  :  A  fecond  in  the  Reign  of  the 
Emperor  r  Vefpajian ,  in  which  ten  thou  land  Per- 
foils  died  in  a  day  in  the  City  of  Rome . 

Diembroeck  (  who  endeavours  to  account  for  it 
from  noxious  vapours  and 3  fteams)  mentions  two 
inftances,  one  from  Platina  in  the  year  1232,  and 

q  Anno  verb  217  urbis  conditae,  M.  Cornelio  Megalinenjl ,  &  L. 
Popwio  CraJJ'o,  confulibus,  ingens  Terras  motus,  maximae  fubfequu- 
turae  Peftis  fuit  nuntius.  Pejiis  Alexiac .  a  Jof  Q 'uercetano ,  Edit.  Pa¬ 
ris,  1608.  p.  97. 

r  Anno  primo  regni  V efpafani  (quo  &  Capitolium  Romanian  in- 
cendio  vaftatum  eft)  tres  infigniores  urbes  in  regno  Cypri  terras  mo- 
tii  fubverfas,  univerfae  Italia  Peftem  maximam  praeceiferunt,  ita  ut9 
Eufebio  tefte,  Roma  quotidie decern hominum  morerentur  millia. Id.ib. 

s  Externae  quoque  evaporationes,  exhalationes,  putridofque  vapo- 
res  peftilentes,  &  venenatos  efie,  imprimis  demonftrare  dicunt  latri - 
nas  &  antiquas  cloacas,  e  quibus  apertis  tarn  exitiofi  halitus  exfpi- 
rant,  qui  proximos  ftatim  interimant,  quod  quotidiana  experientia 
compertum  habemus.  Et  Guinerius  de  Pefte ,  cap.  s.  fcribit,  in  Cam¬ 
pania  puteo  quodam  antique,  diutiffime  clauib,  &  tandem  aperto* 
tarn  venenatum  halitum  exfpirafte,  quo  aftantes  fubito  perempti 
funt.  Ita  quoque  notiffimum  efte  aiunt,  poll  Terrae  motus  non  raro 
ex  Terrae  modbus  adeo  putridum  venenofum  halitum  exfpirare,  qui 
Peftes  furioftftimas  inducat;  qualem  Platina  refert  contigifle  Anno 
1232,  Georgius  Agricola  Anno  1360.  Diembroeck  de  Pejie ,  Lib. 
cap. 8.  p.  29. 

“The  Black  Ajjize  at  Oxford ,  held  in  the  Year  1577,  will  ne¬ 
ver  be  forgot  ;  at  which  the  Judges,  Gentry,  and  ahnoft  all  that 
were  prefent,  to  the  Number  of  three  hundred,  were  kill’d  by  a 
poifonous  Steam ,  thought  by  feme  to  have  broken  forth  from  the 
Earth;  but  by  a  noble  and  great  Pbilofopher  more  juftly  fuppofed 
to  have  been  brought  by  the  Prifoners  out  of  the  Goal  into  Court ; 
it  being  obferved,  that  they  alone  were  not  injured  by  it.  ”Dr.  Mead’s 
Difcourfe  concerning  Pefilential  Contagion ,  p.  III.  From  Camden  % 
Annals  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  and  Lord  V erularns  Natural  Hifory$ 
Cent.  10.  Numb.  194. 
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the  other  from  Agricola  in  1360.  And u  Quercetan 
gives  another  remarkable  inftance  of  an  Earthquake 
which  happen’d  in  France  the  fir  ft  of  March  1584, 
which  he  feems  to  afcribe  to  the  conjunction  of 
thofe  two  Planets  Saturn  and  Jupiter ;  and  which 
was  attended  not  long  after  by  both  a  Famine ,  and 
a  Pcjiilence .  And  if  God  for  our  Sins  fhould  think 
fit  to  fend  fo  fevere  a  Judgement  amongft  us, 
what  human  precaution,  what  prefervation  of  art 
could  be  fufficient  to  proteft  us  againft  fo  cruel  a 
Malady  ?  w  Since  the  moft  learned  Phyficians  are 
puzzled  to  trace  the  original  Caufe  of  a  Peftilential 
Contagion ,  or  to  account  for  its  fpeedy  convey¬ 
ance  and  propagation ;  Methinks,  it  fhould  teach 
us  all  to  mingle  the  Fear  of  God  with  our  Philo - 
fophy,  and  to  dread  it  as  one  of  his  fevered;  Judge¬ 
ments.  In  fuch  Calamities  the  righteous  are  too 

"  Occurrit  in  prefentia  memoria  illius  conjun&ionis  duorum  fu- 
premorum  Planetarum,  Saturni  videlicet  Sc  Jowls,  fabtae  1584  prima 
Martii,  idque  die  Dominica,  hora  duodecima  ;  quam  continue) 

excepit  Terror  motus.  - Fecit  hujus  Terrs  motus  (in  Gallia) 

mentionem  Leowicius ,  Lib.  4.  Magni  rr.ei  Speculi  Mundani.  Paucis 
verb  poll  annis,  tanta  pariter  Fames  ac  Pejiis  in  diverfis  climatibus 
ac  regionibus  mortales  invaferunt,  ut  nihil  fub  Sole  miferabilius 
confpici  potuerit.  FJuercetani  Pejiis  Alexiac.  p.  122. 

w  Quanta  enim  mentis  confternatione  videas,  Pelle  domum  feu  fa- 
miliam  aliquam  infellante,  Parvulos,  quorum  fpes  omnis  a  Majori- 
bus  dependet,  defer! ;  Filios  a  Parentibus,  Parentes  a  Filiis,  Uxores 
a  Maritis,  &  Maritos  ab  Uxoribus :  Idque  tanta  animorum  exolu- 
tionc,  ( cui  propellendae  ne  ipfa  quidem  ars  medica  a:quivalens  ad- 
huc  renerit  remedium )  ut  vel  ex  ipforum  Medicorum  genere,  nulli 
aut  fane  paucilfimi  reperiantur,  qui  non  hujus  Magerte  inexorabi- 
lem  tvrannidem  remis  velifque  omnibus,  ut  ainnt,  fugiant;  qua; 
frpe  ex  Oriente  in  Occidentem ,  e  Septentrione  in  Meridiem  mira  fe 
recipit,  &  omnes  circum  regiones  populatur  velocitate.  Qua:que 
clanculum,  dum  nos  maxime  liberos  abejus  incurfionibus  credimus, 
a  tergo  adoriens,  fine  diferimine  non  modo  aetate  prove&iores,  fed 
&  juniores  viros  Sc  fteminas  abripit  :  ac  non  folum  populofilfimas 
civitatcs,  verum  &  integra  regna,  fa?pe  momento  'in  folitudines  ac 
deferta  tranfmutat.  ^uercetaui  Pejiis  Alcxiac.  p.  103,  104. 
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frequently  involv’d  with  the  wicked  :  For  good 
and  bad  Men  are  fo  intermix’d  in  this  World,  that 
there  can  fcarce  be  any  Di [crimination  made  be¬ 
tween  them  in  fuch  a  cafe,  without  a  continual  in¬ 
tervention  of  that  Providence ,  who  maketh  his 
Sun  to  arife  on  the  Evil  and  the  Good ,  and  fendeth 
his  Rain  on  the  JuJi  and  Unjuft.  Matt .  5.  45. 
And  the  righteous  can  fcarce  be  exempted  from 
the  common  Lot  with  the  wicked,  without  di- 
fturbing  the  Nature,  Courfe,  and  Order  of  Things. 
And*  though  God  has  been  fo  merciful,  as  not  to 

vifit 

x  Mr.  Nathaniel  Vincent ,  who  lived  at  that  Time  in  the  City 
of  London ,  and  charitably  attended  the  Sick,  gives  the  follow¬ 
ing  Account  of  the  Plague  of  1665,  in  his  Treatife,  call’d  God's 
Nerrible  Voice  in  the  City.  (See  Dr.  Cala?ny  s  Co?itinuation  of  his 
Abridgement  of  Baxter's  Life,  p.  33.)  “  It  was  in  Holland  in  1664, 
and  the  fame  Year  began  in  fome  remote  Parts  of  this  Land,  though 
the  weekly  Bills  of  the  City  took  notice  but  of  three  that  then  died 
there  of  that  Difeafe.  In  the  beginning  of  May  1663,  nine  died  of 
it  in  the  heart  of  the  City,  and  eight  in  the  Suburbs.  The  next 
Week  the  Bill  fell  from  nine  to  three.  In  the  nextWeek  it  mounted 
from  three  to  fourteen,  in  the  next  to  feventeen,  in  the  next  to  forty 
three.  In  Ju~ne,  the  number  increas’d  from  forty  three  to  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  twelve,  the  next  Week  to  One  hundred  and  fixty  eight, 
the  next  to  Two  hundred  fixty  feven,  the  next  to  Four  hundred  and 
feventy.  In  the  firft  Week  oVJuly,  the  number  arofe  to  Seven  hun¬ 
dred  twenty  five,  the  nextWeek  to  One  thoufand  and  eighty  nine, 
the  next  to  One  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty  three,  the  next 
to  Two  thoufand  and  ten.  In  the  firfi:  Week  in  Auguft ,  the  num¬ 
ber  amounted  to  Two  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  feventeen,  the 
next  to  Three  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty,  the  next  to  Four 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  thirty  feven,  the  next  to  Six  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  two.  In  September,  a  decreafe  of  theDiflemper  was 
hoped  for;  but  it  was  not  yet  come  to  its  height:  For  in  the  firft 
Week  there  died  of  it  Six  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  eighty  eight ; 
and  though  in  the  fecond  Week  the  number  abated  to  Six  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  forty  four;  yet  in  the  third  Week  it  arofe  tojSe- 
ven  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty  five,  which  was  the  higheft ; 
and  then  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty  Parifhes  about  the  City, 
there  were  but  four  which  were  not  infefled ;  and  in  thofe,  there 
were  but  few  People  remaining,  that  were  not  gone  into  the  Coun¬ 
try.  In  the  fourth  Week  of  September ,  there  was  a  decreafe  to  Five 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty  eight.  In  the  firft  Week  qf  October, 

there 
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vifit  us  in  this  manner  for  the  fpace  of  85  years, 
(when  in  the  City  of  London  no  lefs  than  Sixty 
eight  Thoufand  five  Hundred  and  ninety  fix 
died  in  little  more  than  half  a  year;)  Yet  why 
fhould  not  we  take  the  late  Earthquakes,  and  pre- 
fent  Murrain,  as  forerunners  of  fomething  of  much 
more  direful  Confequence?  And  if  this  fhould  hap¬ 
pen,  (which  I  pray  God  avert)  where  are  the y  Noahs, 
the  Daniels ,  and  the  Jobs ,  God's  eminent  Saints 
and  Servants,  the  choice  Favourites  of  Heaven, 
who  fhould  turn  away  God's  Fury  from  fuch  a 
Land  and  People  ?  Shall  the  good,  (for  with  mer¬ 
ciful  Allowances  many  good  People  there  are 
amidfi:  this  grand  Corruption  and  Degeneracy ; ) 
fhall  they,  if  they  were  really  much  better  than 
they  are,  be  able  to  deliver  more  than  their  own 
Souls  ?  Let  us  lay  thefe  Things  ferioufly  to  heart $ 
let  us  confider  in  due  time,  and  no  longer  prefume 
upon  God’s  much  injured  Patience.  Let  us  not 
cover  our  fins  with  the  Veil  of  Hypocrify,  but 
determine  upon  an  immediate  Amendment.  Let 
us,  in  imitation  of  fome  of  our  Pious  Ancejlors  upon 
a  like  2  occafion,  deprecate  God’s  Vengeance  by  a 

daily 

there  was  a  farther  decreafe  to  Four  thoufand  nine  hundred  and 
twenty  nine,  in  the  next  to  Four  thoufand  three  hundred  and  twenty 
feven,  the  next  to  Two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty  five,  the 
next  to  One  thoufand  four  hundred  and  twenty  one,  and  the  next 
to  One  thoufand  and  thirty  one.  The  firil  Week  in  November ,  there 
was  an  increafe  to  Ond  thoufand  four  hundred. and  fourteen  ;  but  it 
fell  the  Week  after  to  One  thoufand  and  fifty,  and  the  Week  after 
to  Six  hundred  and  fifty  two,  and  fo  leffen’d  more  and  more  to  the 
end  of  the  Year.  And  the  whole  number  of  thofe  that  were  reckon¬ 
ed  to  die  of  the  Plague  in  London  this  Year,  was  Sixty  eight  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  ninety  fix. 

1  Ezekiel  14.  14,  20. 

z  Upon  the  dreadful  F,arthquake  which  happened  in  this  King¬ 
dom  the  fixth  of  April  in  the  Year  1580,  Dr.  Grindal ,  then  Lord 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury ,  drew  up  a  form  of  Prayer  to  be  ufed  in 

the 
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daily  or  weekly  humiliation  of  our  own  Souls. 
Let  us  follow  the  admirable  advice,  lately  given 
by  a  learned  and  worthy  Prelate  of  our  Church 

the  Peculiars  of  London ,  upon  Wednefdays  and  Fridays;  which 
form  was  approv’d  by  the  Privy  Council ’  and  enjoyn’d  by  them  to 
be  read  in  all  the  other  Diocefes  of  the  Kingdom.  [See  his  Life  by 
Mr .Strype  p.  298.]  Dr.  Aylmer ,  then  LordBilhop  of  London ,  likewife 
compoi'ed  one  for  his  own  Diocefe.  [Bifhop  Aylmer  s  Life,  by  Mr. 
Strype ,  p.  79.]  And  a  Godly  Admonition  was  at  the  fame  time  fet 
forth  by  Authority  to  be  read  as  an  Homily  on  Wednefdays  and 
Fridays;  in  which  were  the  following  Words.  <c  Who  complaineth 
not  of  Corruption  in  Officers,  yea  even  in  Officers  of  Juftice,  and 
Minifters  of  the  Law?  Is  it  not  a  common  By-word,  that  as  a  Man  is 
friended,  fo  is  the  Law  ended  ?  In  Youth  there  was  never  the  like 
Loofenefs  and  untimely  Liberty,  nor  in  Age  the  likeU ndeadinefs  and 
want  ofDifcretion,  nor  the  like  Carelefsnefs  of  Duty  towards  Others. 
Men  have  taken  up  the  gariffi  Attire  and  nice  Behaviour  of  Women ; 
and  Women,  transform’d  from  their  Kind,  have  gotten  the  Apparel 
of  Men  ;  and  as  to  honeft,  and  model!  Shamefacednefs,  the  prefer- 
rer  of  all  Virtues,  it  is  fo  highly  mhliked,  that  it  is  thought  of  fome 
Folks,  fcarce  tolerable  in  Children.  Hatred,  Malice,  Difdain,  and 
Revenge  for  the  weight  of  a  Feather,  are  the  Virtues  of  our  young 
Gentlemen,  in  commendation  of  their  Manhood,  and  Valiantnefs  : 
Deep  Diffimulation  and  Flattery  are  accounted  courtly  Behaviour, 
and  Might  overcomes  Right,  and  Truth  is  troden  under  foot:  Idle- 
nefs  and  Pride  bring  daily  infinite  Numbers  to  that  point,  that  they 
had  rather  rob,  and  be  fhamefully  hang’d,  than  labour  and  live 
with  Honeily.  Ufury,  the  confumer  of  private  Ellates,  and  the 
confounder  of  Common  Weals,  is  become  a  common,  (and  in  fome 
Mens  opinion  a  commendable)  Trade.  To  live  by  Faithfulnefs  is 
fled  in  Exile,  and  Fallhood  vaunteth  himfelf  in  his  Place;  till  he 
hath  gotten  great  Sums  of  Money  into  his  Hand,  that  he  may  pay 
the  Bankrout,  to  the  undoing  of  fuch  as  trull  him.  The  Sabbath- 
Days  and  Holidays,  ordain’d  for  the  hearing  of  God’s  Word  to 
the  Reformation  of  our  Lives,  for  the  adminillration  and  receiving 
of  the  Sacraments  to  our  comfort,  for  the  feeking  of  all  Things  be- 
hooful  to  Body  and  Soul  at  God’s  Hand  by  Prayer,  for  the  being 
mindful  of  his  Benefits,  and  to  yield  Praife  and  Thanks  to  him  for 
the  fame,  and  finally  for  the  fpecial  occupying  ourfelves  in  all  Spi¬ 
ritual  Exercifes,  is  lpent  full  Heathenijhly ,  in  P averring ,  Piglings 
Gaming,  playing,  and  beholding  of  Bear-baitings  and  Stage  Plays ,  to 
the  utter  Diffionour  of  God,  Impeachment  of  all  Godlinefs,  and  un- 
necelfary  confuming  of  Mens  fubllances,  which  ought  to  be  better 
employ’d.  The  want  of  orderly  Difcipline,  and  Catechizing ,  hath 
either  fent  great  Numbers,  both  old  and  young,  back  again  to  Pa- 
pijlry ,  or  let  them  run  loofe  into  godlefs  AtheifmP  Strype's  Annals  of 
the  Reformation,  vol  2.  p.668, 
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to  his  own  Diocefe,*  (but  calculated  for  the  ufe 
and  benefit  of  the  whole  Nation:)  Lotus  ferioufly 
regard  his  Pathetic  Exhortations  to  repentance, 
which  breath  forth  the  true  Spirit  of  a  Primitive 
Bifhop  :  His  Reafoning  is  fo  itrong  and  cogent, 
that  I  fhould  imagine,  there  is  not  the  leaft  room 
left  forCavil,or  Objection  from  any  Quarter  what- 
foever.  And  though  his  admirable  Dijcourfes ,  con¬ 
cerning  the  a  Uje  and  Intent  of  Prophecy,  have  lately 

I  *  Bifhop  of  London's  Letter,  occafioned  by  the  late  Earthquakes. 

*  What  the  real  Sentiments  of  that  late  admirable  Divine,  Dr. 
Mofs,  Dean  of  Ely,  were,  concerning  this  Book,  the  following 
Lines  may  convince  us : 

In  do&iflimi  Sherlocci  Librum  nuper  editum,  De  Vfu  ac  Fine 
Doni  Prophetic i,  necnon  pradiclionum  maxime  meniorabilium  per 
continuatam  ab  initio  ufque  feculorum  feriem . 

Sherlocce,  made  Jis  exiinii s  dotibus / 

Eft  ingeni  tibi  ‘vis  ignea ,  &  enthea  ; 

V cl  es  Propheta ,  <vel  Prophet a?  proximus , 

Et  particeps  Conjilii ,  &  Interpres  Sacri  ; 

Res  abditas  tarn  f ami liariter  aperis , 

Dilucidis  ‘verbis  Res  tenebroftjjimas ; 

Rations  cogis ,  ut  credam  Myfteriis ; 

Ut  Cbrifiianus  ftm ,  non  Juades  fed  adigis  ; 

Cur  Chriftianus  ftm,  it  a  monftras  planifftme . 

Sherlocce,  made  Jis  eximiis  dotibus  ! 

Nec  digna  te  fperes ,  ut  mos  eft  Seculi, 

Honoris  iff  pretium,  laturum  hie  premia  ; 

Fanta  Indoles  ( nec  fas  )  njulgare  nil  fapit  } 

Mortale  nil  fpirat ,  fed  lenge  tranfvolat  ; 

Sci entice  Inter  pres  cert'e  prophetic <e, 

Meretur  id  fret  Propheta?  premium.  ' 

Procul  relitt  is  t  err  eras  honoribus, 

Eld  altiora  pertendens  id  ardua , 

Lucem  perenni  e  Fonte  Luc  is  hauriet , 

Atque  inde  tcius  Gloria  circumftuet , 

Ft  fempiiernis  gaudiis  augebitur. 

Ha?c  una  mcrces  eft  eximiis  dotibus , 

Efua  ccelitus  da  tee  petunt  cccleftia. 

Vtenda  qua?  reel e,  fruenda  qua  dedit , 

Et  Jua  remunerat  Deufque  munet  a. 

K.  M.  Anno  AEtatis  $9,  Chrifti  1726, 

See  General  Hiftcrtcal  Did  ionary,  Vol.  7.  p.  687. 
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been  animadverted  upon  in  a  very  fevere  man** 
ner  j  I  muft  beg  leave  to  diffent  from  the  very 
learned  Animadverter,  (for  whom  I  have  the 
higheft  perfonal  Regard  5)  and  to  believe,  not- 
withftanding,  that  no  Book  has  been  publifh’d 
within  the  Compafs  of  many  Centuries,  by  which 
the  Proof  of  the  Chrijlian  Religion  has  been  put 
upon  a  more  fure  and  folid  Foundation. 

As  a  Woe  is  denounc’d  againft  them  b  who  call 
Evil  Goody  and  Good  Evil ;  that  put  Darknefs for 
Light y  and  Light  for  Darknefs ;  that  put  Bitter 
for  Sweety  and  Sweet  for  Bitter  5  and  as  there  is  no 
room  in  our  Cafe,  to  fpeakh  fmoothT’hings  and  it  is 
not  my  inclination  to  prophefy  Deceits ;  I  hope  you 
will  pardon  the  Freedom  of  this  plain  Addrefs, 
which  is  not  adorned  with  the c  ejiticing  Words  of 
Mans  Wifdom ,  but  flows  from  the  Heart  of  one, 
who  has  the  mod:  tender  regard  for  the  Good  of 
all  Mankind;  and  earnefily  wifhes  and  prays,  that 
all  Men  may  be  faved. 


*  If aiah  5.  20, 


c  Ifaiah  30.  10. 
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Chronological  and  Hiftorical  Account 

Of  the  moft  memorable 

EARTHQUAKES. 


INTRODUCTION. 

Of  the  Nature  and  Caufe  of  Earthquakes. 

AN  EARTHQUAKE  *  is  a  vehement 
Shake  or  Agitation  of  fome  confderable 
Place  or  Part  of  the  Earth,  from  natural  Caufes, 
attended  with  an  huge  Noife,  like  Thunder  ;  and 
frequently  with  an  Eruption  of  Water,  Fire, 
Smoak,  or  Wind.  They  are  looked  upon  to  be 
the  greateft  and  moft  formidable  Phenomena  of 
Nature. 

Naturalifts  have  diftinguifhed  them  into  va¬ 
rious  forts,  from  their  Appearances:  Thus  Arijiotle 
and  Pliny  diftinguifli  two  kinds,  with  refpeft  to 
the  manner  of  the  Shake,  viz.  a  Tremor,  and  a 
Pulfe ;  the  firft  Horizontal,  in  alternate  Vibra¬ 
tions,  like  the  fhaking  of  a  Perfon  in  an  Ague ; 
the  fecond  Perpendicular,  up  and  down,  like  the 
Boiling  of  Water.  Albertus  Magnus  mentions  an¬ 
other  fort,  by  Inclination ;  when  the  Earth  vibrates 
alternately  from  right  to  left ;  by  which  Moun¬ 
tains  have  been  fometimes  brought  to  meet  and 
clafh  again  ft  each  other ;  a  fecond,  by  PulJ'ation , 

*  Sec  Chamber i%  Dictionary. 

A  when 


* 


2 


Of  the  Nature 

when  it  beats  up  and  down  like  an  Artery  ;  and 
a  third,  by  'Tremblings  when  it  {hakes  and  quivers 
every  way,  like  a  Flame. 

Naturalifts  are  much  divided  concerning  the 
Caufes  of  thefe  Appearances ;  feme  afcribing  them 
to  Water,  others  to  Fire,  and  others  to  the  Air ;  and 
all  of  them  with  fome  reafon.  To  conceive  which, 
it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Earth  every  where 
abounds  in  huge  fubterraneous  Caverns  and  Ca¬ 
nals;  particularly  about  the  Roots  of  Mountains : 
Some  of  which  Cavities  are  full  of  Water;  whence 
are  compofed  Gulphs,  Aby  fifes,  Springs,  and  Ri¬ 
vulets  ;  others  are  full  of  Exhalations ;  while  other 
Parts  of  the  Earth  are  replete  with  Nitre,  Sulphur, 
Bitumen,  and  Vitriol.  This  being  premifed,  it 
may  be  eafy  to  conceive,  that  the  Earth  itfelf  may 
be  the  Caufe  of  its  own  fhaking ;  when  the  Bafis 
or  Root  of  fome  large  Mafs  is  diffolved  or  wore 
away  by  a  Fluid  beneath,  it  finks  into  the  fame, 
and  with  its  Weight  occafions  a  Tremor  of  the 
Parts  adjacent,  produces  a  Noife,  and  frequently 
an  Inundation  of  Water.  Subterraneous  Waters 
alfo  may  occafion  Earthquakes,  either  by  their 
overflowing,  or  their  cutting  out  new  Courfes  for 
themfelves.  To  which  mav  be  added,  that  the 
"Water  being  heated  and  rarified  by  the  fubterra¬ 
neous  Fires,  may  emit  Fumes  and  Blafts  ;  which 
by  their  Adtion,  either  on  the  Water,  or  imme¬ 
diately  on  the  Earth  itfelf,  may  occafion  great 
Succuifions.  The  Air  likewife  may  be  the  Caufe 
of  them;  for  Air  being  a  Collection  of  Fumes 
and  Vapours  railed  from  the  Earth  and  Water, 
if  it  be  pent  up  in  the  too  narrow  Bowels  of  the 
Earth ;  the  fubterraneous,  or  its  own  native  Heat, 
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rarifying  and  expanding  it,  the  Force  by  which  it 
endeavours  to  elcape,  may  (hake  the  Earth,  and 
occalion  diverfe  Species  of  Earthquakes,  according 
to  the  different  Polition,  Quantity,  or  Quality  of 
the  imprifoned  Air. 

But  Fire  is  the  principal  and  more  immediate 
Caufe  of  them  ;  both  as  it  produces  the  aforefaid 
fubterraneous  Air  ;  and  as  this  Vapour  or  Spirit, 
from  the  different  Compofition  whereof  arife  Sul¬ 
phur,  Bitumen,  and  other  inflammable  Matters,  is 
kindled  either  from  fome  other  Fire  it  meets  with, 
or  from  its  Collifion  againft  hard  Bodies,  or  its  in¬ 
termixture  with  other  Fluids  ;  by  which  means 
burfting  out  into  a  greater  Compafs,  the  Place  be¬ 
comes  too  narrow  for  it ;  fo  that  preffing  againft 
it  on  all  fides,  the  adjoining  Parts  are  fhaken  ;  till 
having  made  itfelf  a  Paffage,  it  fpends  itfelf  in  a 
Volcano  or  burning  Mountain. 

Dr.  Lijier  *  is  of  opinion,  that  the  material  Caufe 
of  Thunder,  Lightning,  and  Earthquakes,  is  one 
and  the  fame,  viz.  the  inflammable  Breath  of  mi¬ 
neral  Pyrites  ;  which  being  a  fubftantial  Sulphur, 
takes  Fire  of  itfelf :  And  the  Difference  between 
thefe  three  Phenomena  he  takes  only  to  confift  in 
this;  that  the  Sulphur  in  the  two  former,  is  fired 
in  the  Air,  and  in  the  latter,  under  Ground ;  a 
Notion  that  Pliny  had  long  ago,  Quid  enim>  fays 
he,  aliud  eft  in  Terra  Tremor ,  quam  in  Nube  To¬ 
ni  tru  ?  This  he  thinks  abundantly  indicated  by  the 
fame  fulphureous  Smell  being  found  in  any  thing 
burnt  with  Lightning,  and  in  the  Waters,  &c. 
call:  up  in  Earthquakes ;  and  even  in  the  Air  be¬ 
fore  and  after  them  :  Befides,  that  they  agree  in 

*  Sec  Philof.  Tranfaft.'N0  157. 
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the  manner  of  theNoife;  which  is  carried  on,  as 
in  a  Train  fired  ;  the  one  rolling  and  rattling 
thro’  the  Air,  takes  fire  as  the  V apours  chance  to 
drive ;  as  the  other  fired  under  Ground,  in  like 
manner,  moves  with  a  defultory  Noife. 

Thunder,  which  is  the  Effedt  of  the  Trembling 
of  the  Air,  caufed  by  the  fame  Vapours  difperfed 
thro’  it,  has  Force  enough  to  fhake  our  Houfes  $ 
and  why  there  may  not  be  Thunder  and  Light¬ 
ning  under  Ground,  in  fome  vaft  Repofitories 
there,  I  fee  no  reafon  to  doubt  of ;  efpecially  if 
we  reflect,  that  the  Matter  which  compofes  the 
noify  Vapoufr  above  it,  is  in  much  larger  Quanti¬ 
ties  under  the  Earth.  That  the  Earth  abounds  in 
Cavities,  every  body  is  convinced  of;  and  that 
thefe  fubterraneous  Cavities  are,  at  certain  Times, 
and  in  certain  Seafons,  full  of  inflammable  Va¬ 
pours,  the  Damps  in  our  Mines  fufhciently  evince  ; 
which  fired,  do  every  thing  as  in  an  Earthquake, 
onlv  in  a  lefiTer  degree. 

The  Reafon  why  our  Country  is  fo  little  fub- 
jedt  to  thefe  Succuffions,  is  the  Scarcity  of  this  fui- 
phureous  Mineral  called  the  Pyrites  ;  which  alfo 
is  lefs  impregnated  with  its  fiery  Quality  with  us, 
than  in  Italy ,  and  many  other  Countries,  which 
are  more  fubjedt  to  them.  And  for  this  reafon, 
if  we  compare  the  Earthquakes,  Thunder,  and 
Lightning  that  happen  in  England ,  with  thofe 
that  happen  in  the  Countries  bordering  on  the 
Mediterranean  Sea ;  we  fhall  find,  that  there  it 
lightens  almoft  daily,  efpecially  in  fummer  time, 
here  feldom ;  there  Thunder  and  Lightning  is  of 
long  duration,  here  it  is  foon  over ;  there  Earth¬ 
quakes  are  frequent,  long,  and  terrible,  with  many 
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Shocks  in  a  day,  and  that  for  many  days ;  here 
very  fhort,  a  few  minutes,  and  fometimes  fcarce 
perceptible. 

Dr.  Woodward  gives  another  Theory  of  the  Oc- 
cafion  of  Earthquakes.  He  fays,  that  the  fubter- 
raneous  Heat  or  Fire  being  flopped  in  any  Part  of 
the  Earth  by  fome  accidental  Obftrudtion,  be¬ 
comes  preternaturally  affembled  in  a  greater  Quan¬ 
tity  than  ufual,  in  one  Place  *,  and  fo  cauies  a 
great  Rarefadlion  and  Intumefcence  of  the  Water 
of  the  Abyfs;  putting  it  into  great  Commotions 
and  Diforders,  and  at  the  fame  time  making  the 
like  Effort  on  the  Earth ;  which  being  expanded 
upon  the  Face  of  the  Abyfs,  occafions  that  Agi¬ 
tation  and  Concuffion,  called  an  Earthquake.  This 
Effort,  he  obferves,  is  fo  vehement,  that  it  fplits 
and  tears  the  Earth,  making  Cracks  and  Chafms  in 
it,  fome  Miles  in  length  ;  which  open  at  the  In- 
ftant  of  the  Shock,  and  clofe  again  in  the  Intervals 
betwixt  them :  Nay,  it  is  fometimes  fo  violent, 
that  it  forces  the  fuperincumbent  Strata,  breaks 
them  all  throughout,  and  thereby  perfectly  un¬ 
dermines,  and  ruins  the  Foundation  of  them  ;  fo 
that  thefe  failing,  the  whole  Tradt,  fo  foon  as  the 
Shock  is  over,  finks  down  into  the  Abyfs,  and  is 
fwallowed  up  by  it;  the  Water  thereof  imme¬ 
diately  riling  up,  and  forming  a  Lake  in  the  Place 
where  the  Ground  was  before. 

At  the  fame  time  he  informs  us,  that  thefe  Com¬ 
motions  are  no  where  very  remarkable,  but  in  thofe 
Countries  which  are  very  mountainous  and  ftony, 
and  confequently  cavernous  underneath  ;  whereas 
they  feldom  happen  where  the  Soil  is  gravelly,  fin¬ 
ely,  or  of  the  like  laxer  Matter,  which  more  eafily 
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gives  way,  and  makes  not  fo  great  refinance.  A 
remarkable  inftance  of  the  truth  of  this  obferva- 
tion  we  find  in  the  Countries  of  Peru  and  Chili  in 
South  America ;  for  in  that  vaft  chain  of  exceed¬ 
ing  high  Mountains,  which  runs  through  thofe 
Countries,  there  are  nolefs  than  fifteen  Volcano’s; 
and  notwithftanding  the  continual  difcharge  of 
the  internal  Fire  through  thefe  natural  Cavities, 
yet  there  are  frequent  Earthquakes  in  that  part 
of  the  world;  where  they  make  more  terrible 
havock  and  deftrudion,  than  in  any  other  Coun¬ 
tries  wre  have  heard  of;  the  thick  Strata  of  Stone 
or  Marble  in  the  internal  parts  of  thofe  Moun¬ 
tains,  making  a  ftronger  oppofition  to  the  fubter- 
raneous  Fire,  are  more  furioufly  (batter’d,  and  fuf- 
fer  greater  damage,  than  loofer  Earth  wou’d  do.  But 
above  all,  thofe  Countries,  which  yield  great  ftore 
of  Sulphur  and  Nitre,  are  by  far  the  moft  injured 
and  incommoded  by  Earthquakes ;  thofe  Minerals 
conftituting  in  the  Earth  a  kind  of  natural  Gun¬ 
powder,  which  taking  fire  upon  their  meeting  to¬ 
gether,  occafions  that  murmuring  noife,  or  fubter- 
raneous  Thunder,  which  is  heard  rumbling  in  the 
Bowels  of  the  Earth  during  Earthquakes;  and  by 
the  afiiflance  of  its  explofive  power  renders  the 
Shock  much  greater,  fo  as  fometimes  to  make 
miferable  Havock  and  Deftrudion.  And  on  this 
Principle  he  accounts  for  the  frequency  of  Earth¬ 
quakes  in  Italy ,  Sicily ,  Anatolia ,  and  fome  Parts 
of  Greece ;  thofe  Countries  being  all  mountainous 
and  cavernous,  abounding  with  Stone  and  Marble, 
and  affording  Sulphur  and  Nitre  in  great  plenty. 

ALtna%  Vefuvius ,  Hecla ,  and  other  Volcano’s,  are 
only  fo  many  Spiracles  or  Vents,  ferving  for  the 
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difcharge  of  this  fubterraneous  Fire,  when  it  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  preternatu rally  aflembled.  And  where 
there  is  fuch  a  (Irudture  and  conformation  of  the 
interior  parts  of  the  Earth,  as  that  the  Fire  may 
pafs  freely,  and  without  impediment,  from  the 
Caverns  where  it  is  aflembled,  unto  thofe  Vents ; 
it  then  readily  and  eafily  gets  out  from  time  to 
time,  without  fhaking  or  difturbing  the  Earth: 
But  where  fuch  communication  is  wanting,  or  the 
paflage  not  fufficiently  large  and  open  for  it  to 
come  at  the  Vents,  it  heaves  up  and  (hakes  the 
Earth  with  greater  or  lefs  Impetuofity,  according 
to  the  quantity  of  Fire  thus  aflembled,  till  it  has 
made  its  way  to  the  mouth  of  the  Volcano.  And 
it  is  obfervable,  that  there  are  fcarce  any  Coun¬ 
tries,  which  are  much  annoyed  with  Earthquakes, 
but  have  one  of  thefe  fiery  Vents;  which  are  con- 
jflantly  in  flames,  when  any  Earthquake  happens 
there,  difgorging  that  Fire,  which,  whilfl:  under¬ 
neath,  was  the  caufe  of  the  difafler.  And  were  it 
not  for  thefe  natural  Vents,  it  would  rage  in  the 
Bowels  of  the  Earth  much  more  furioufly,  and 
make  greater  havock  than  it  doth.  Add  to  this, 
that  the  cThertncei  or  hot  Springs,  in  thofe  Coun¬ 
tries  which  are  fubjedt  to  Earthquakes,  become 
much  hotter  during  thofe  Concuflions,  than  at 
other  times ;  and  they  yield  a  far  greater  fupply 
of  Water,  than  they  were  wont  to  do;  and  alio 
a  murmuring  Noife  is  ufually  heard,  below 
them,  in  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth :  All  which  is 
occafioned  by  the  rapid  Motion  and  Afcent  of 
the  internal  Fire  at  fuch  times,  in  greater  plenty 
than  before,  to  the  Mouths  of  thofe  Springs. 
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A  Chronological  and  Hiftorical  Account 

of  Earthquakes . 

H  E  Earthquake  which  happen'd  at  the 
]j_  Crucifixion  of  our  Bleffed  Saviour,  and 
was  accompanied  with  a  Total  Eclipfe  of  the  Sun, 
as  in  many  refpeds  it  was  the  moSt  remarkable 
that  ever  happen’d,  (tho’  not  attended  with  the 
fame  fatal  Confequences,)  I  Shall  take  the  Liberty 
of  inferting  it  from  the  Evangelijis ,  for  the  Benefit 
of  thofe  polite  Readers,  who  think  it  highly 
unfashionable  ever  to  look  into  their  Bibles.  — 
— zAnd  behold ,  the  Veil  of  the  Temple  was  rent  in 
twain ,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom ;  and  the  Earth 
did  quake ,  and  the  Rocks  rent ;  and  the  Graves 
were  opened ,  and  many  Bodies  of  the  Saints  which 
Jlept  arofe ,  and  came  out  of  the  Graves  after  his 
RefurreBion ,  and  went  into  the  Holy  Cityy  and  ap¬ 
peared  unto  many .  Saint  Luke  adds,  b  And  it  was 
about  the  fxth  Hour ,  and  there  was  Darknefs  over 
all  the  Earth  until  the ,  ninth  Hour :  and  the  Sun 
was  darkened ,  See. 

Pliny  the  Elder  c,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  the 
Emperors  Vefpafian ,  and  his  Son  Titus ,  and  was 
author  of  the  Natural  Hifory\  whilft  he  was  ex¬ 
ploring  the  caufe  of  the  Burning  of  the  Mount 
Vefuvius ,  perifh’d  himfelf  in  the  dreadful  Flames 
of  that  Place,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  79, 

*  Matth.  27.  51,  52,  53. 

b  Luke  23.  44,  45* 

«  P Unit  Ejtijl.  Lib.  3.  Epilt  5.  Lib.  6.  Ep.  16. 
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In  the  year  107,  b  Four  Cities  in  Afia,  Two 
in  Greece,  and  Three  in  Galatia  were  overwhelm’d 
by  an  Earthquake. 

In  the  year  115/  the  Emperor  frajan  wintering 
at  Antioch ,  the  City  was  overthrown  by  an  Earth¬ 
quake.  Pedo  the  Conful  perifhed  in  it,  and  frajan 
faved  himfelf  by  efcaping  through  a  window. 

Funcciik'  tells  us  in  his  Chronology ,  that  in  the 
year  243/  there  was  an  Earthquake,  in  which  fe- 
veral  Cities  were  overwhelm’d,  and  the  People  bu¬ 
ried  in  their  Ruins. 

In  the  year  358,'  the  City  of  Nicomedia  in 
Bithynia ,  was  overturn’d  by  an  Earthquake. 

Upon  Julians  attempt  to  rebuild  the  Temple 
of  Jerufalem  in  the  year  363,  we  are  told,  1  that 
on  a  fudden,  dreadful  Balls  of  Fire  broke  out  from 
the  Ground,  where  the  Foundations  were  laid, 
and  confuming  the  Workmen,  made  the  place  in- 
acceflible. 

In  the  fame  year,  6  there  happen’d  an  Earth¬ 
quake  at  Jerufalem ,  which  rafed  the  Foundations 
of  the  former  Temple,  and  over- turn’d  feveral 
Publick  Buildings,  under  which  a  great  multi¬ 
tude  of  Jews  lay  buried:  And  another  h  at  ConJla?2- 
tinople ,  which,  though  not  fo  violent,  endanger’d 
a  great  part  of  the  City. 

& 

b  Funccii  Chrcnolog.  p-9v 

c  Ifaacfon  s  Chronology,  tol.  1 93. 

*  Funccii  Cbronolog.  fol.  103.  A. 

*  Ammiani  Marcellini.  lib.  17.  p.  97. 

f  Ammiani  Marc ellir.i  Rer.  Geftar.  lib.  23.  edit.  Paris.  1636. 
Nicephori  Callifli  Hijlor.  lib.  x.  cap.  33. 

s  Scot's  Continuation  of  EcharcTs  Roman  HiJIory,  vol.  3.  p .77. 

I  Ammiani  Marcel/in.  Rer.  Geftar.  lib.  23.  p.  23 S.  Nicephori 
CalliJU  EccleJiaJUca  Hijlor.  lib.  10  cap.  33,  p.  76.  Scot's  Continua- 
tioa  of  Echard,  vol.  2.  p.  77. 
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An  Hijlorical  Account 

In  the  year  369, 1  in  the  reign  of  the  Empe¬ 
ror  Valentinian ,  the  Earth  quaked  all  over  the 
World ;  and  the  Sea  rofe  to  fo  great  a  height,  that 
It  pafs’d  it’s  bounds  in  many  places,  and  deftroy’d 
many  Cities. 

In  the  year  370,  m  the  City  of  Nice  was 
thrown  down,  and  buried  by  an  Earthquake. 

In  the  year  377,  n  was  a  general  Earthquake, 
which  affedted  the  greateft  part  of  the  World. 

In  the  year  400,  0  were  Five  Earthquakes,  at 
which  times  the  Heavens  feem’d  to  be  in  a 
flame. 

In  the  year  434,  p  there  was  a  terrible  Earth¬ 
quake  at  Conjlantinople ,  which  lafted  near  four 
months. 

GeJJelius q  mentions  another  in  the  year  4463 
which  continued  fix  months  in  all  the  Roman  Pro¬ 
vinces,  in  which  Conftantinople,  Alexandria ,  and 
Antioch  fufferd  very  much,  and  the  effects  of  it 
were  felt  at  Sea. 

In  the  Year  458, v  There  was  a  great  Earth- 
quake  in  Antioch ,  in  Thrace,  the  Hellefpont ,  Ionia, 
and  the  Iflands  of  the  Cyclades . 

1  Higdens  Polychroniccn ,  tranflated  by  Trenjiza,  and  printed  by 
Treveris.  fol.  175.  StonAs  Chronicle  by  Howes  1631,  p.460 

—  S tow  s  Chron  icle ,  p .  4  6 . 

15  AIJiedii  Thefaur.  Chronologic,  p.  5 04. 

0  Fan ccii  Chronolog.  fol.  Cxi.  B, 

p  Fafcicul.  Tempo  rum.  Edit.  1518.  fol,  5  ( . 

'  A.  C.  446.  Immanis  per  univerfum  fere  Romanum  orbem  fex 
Menfes  Terra;  motus,  quo  concutiuntur  Confcantinopolis,  Alexandria , 
Antiochia ,  nec  Terra  tantum  fed  et  Mari.  Gejfelii  Hijlor .  Sacra  et* 
EcclejtaJUca ,  tom.  1.  p.615. 

r  Ifaacfons  Chronology,  (from  Evagrius  and  Nicephorus)  p.  231. 
vid. Nicephori  Hifi%  Fcdeftafiic .  Iib5  15.  cap.  so.  p.  618. 
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In  the  year  472,  Mount  Vefuvius*  in  Italy  burnt 
very  much,  and  caft  its  afhes  many  Miles,  not 
only  about  that  Country,  but  into  far  diftant  Re¬ 
gions. 

In  the  year  541/  half  the  City  of  Pompeiopolis 
in  Myfui  was  fwallow’d  up. 

In  the  year  544/  There  was  an  univerfal 
Earthquake. 

In  the  year  557/  there  was  a  great  Earthquake 
at  Conjlantinople  and  Rome . 

In  the  year  560/  was  an  Earthquake,  in  which 
the  City  of  Beritus  fell,  and  the  Ifland  of  Coos  was 
terribly  fhaken.  Nicephorus  fpeaking,  I  believe,  of 
the  fame  Earthquake  fays,2  that  Bib/us  and  Tripoli s 
fuffer’d  great  damage  by  this  Earthquake. 

In  the  year  581/  in  the  third  year  of  the  Em¬ 
peror  Tiberius  the  Second,  was  a  moft  dreadful 

'  Mount  V eftwiits  (according  to  Mr.  Salmon)  is  fituated  6  Miles 
Eaft  of  the  City  of  Naples  in  Italy.  Within  a  Mile  and  half  of  the 
top  it  is  covered  fo  thick  with  the  Afhes  of  the  burnt  Earth,  and 
goes  fo  deep,  that  it  is  very  difficult  afeending  it.  From  this  Mount 
there  have  been  feveral  terrible  Eruptions  in  the  prefent  Age.  In 
April  1694,  the  Mountain  was  on  fire  great  part  of  the  Month,  and 
threw  out  burning  matter  with  that  force,  that  fome  of  it  fell  at  30 
Miles  diftance  ;  and  a  vaft  quantity  of  melted  Minerals,  mixed  with 
other  Matter,  ran  down  like  a  River  for  three  Miles,  carrying 
every  thing  before  it  which  lay  in  its  way.  In  the  year  1707,  when 
they  were  rejoicing  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  Imperialijls ,  they  were 
interrupted  by  a  dreadful  Eruption  from  the  Mount  Vefwvius,  fuch 
quantities  of  Cinders  and  Allies  being  thrown  out,  that  it  was  dark 
at  Naples  at  Noon-day;  and  they  are  frequently  alarmed  with 
Earthquakes  when  the  Fire  iffues  from  this  Mount. 

1  1/ aaefon' s'  Chronology .  p.243.  u  Funccii  Chronolog.  fol.  1 18. 

*  Ifaacfons  Chronology,  p.245. 

y  Terra;  motuBeryto  civitas  corruit,  et  Coilnfulce  concuffie.  Func - 
fit  Chror.ol.  fol.  119.  D. 

z  Nicephcri  Callijli  FUJI  or.  Ecclcjiajlic.  lib.  17.  cap.  22.  p.  769. 

a  Nicepkori  Callijli  Ecclejiajl.  Hijl.  lib.  18.  cap.  3.  p.  81 1.  Nice¬ 
phorus  mentions  another  remarkable  Earthquake,  which  happen'd 
ngt  long  after  this  in  Antioch,  lib.  18.  cap.  13.  P.S25. 

b  2  Earth- 
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Earthquake  in  the  City  of  Antioch ,  where  both  thd 
publick  Buildings  and  private  Houfes  were  torn  up 
to  the  very  Foundations:  And  the  City  of  Daphne 
was  overturn'd  by  the  fame. 

In  the  year  612,  c  in  the  month  of  Augujl ,  there 
happen’d  a  great  Earthquake  in  feveral  parts,  at¬ 
tended  by  a  grievous  Peftilence. 

In  the  year  742/  was  fo  great  an  Earthquake 
in  Egypt ,  and  other  parts,  that  many  Cities  buri¬ 
ed  the  Inhabitants  in  their  ruins 3  and  many  Ships 
were  caft  away  :  It  went  through  all  the  Eaft,  and 
in  one  night  ruined  fix  hundred  Cities,  and  kill’d 
Men  and  Beads  out  of  number. 

In  the  year  746  ,e  there  was  a  terrible  Earth¬ 
quake  in  Palaftine  and  Syria,  in  which  many 
thoufands  loft  their  Lives,  and  Churches  and  Mo- 
nafteries  fell  to  the  ground. 

In  the  year  86of  cc  faith  Purchas,  were  terrible 
Earthquakes,  which  deftroyed  Forty-five  thoufimd 
Men,  moil;  of  them  in  Damiis .  In  Perfia ,  alfo 
Chora  fan,  and  Syria ,  Earthquakes,  and  unufuai 
Sounds*  happen’d,  and  in  Aliaman,  with  great 
Deftrudtion. 

In  the  year  867^  were  Earthquakes,  and  the 
Springs  of  Mecca  fail’d  fo  that  a  Bottle  of  Water 
was  fold  for  a  hundred  Staters.  Many  were  de¬ 
ftroyed  by  an  Earthquake  at  Antiochia,  and  Fif¬ 
teen  hundred  Houfes  and  Ninety  Towers  of  the 
Wall  fell  thereby.  Many  people  ran  into  the 

c  Stow  s  Chronicle*,  p.56. 

d  Purchas  his  Pilgrim,  publifti’d  1 626.  p.  1 025.  from  the  Hiftory 
©f  the  Saracens. 

e  Geffelii  Hi  ft  or.  Sacra  et  Ecclejiaftsc .  tom.  2.  p  15. 

f  Purchas.  p.  1031.  ^Id.  ib. 

%  Jfaacfons  Chronology ,  p.  301. 

\ 


Fields^ 


of  Earthquakes.  1 3 

Fields,  and  Acraus  the  Hill  there  fell  into  the 
Sea,  a  black  and  uniavoury  Smoke  afcending 
thence/ * 

In  the  year  -986^  was  fo  great  an  Earth¬ 
quake,  that  not  only  the  Walls  and  Churches  of 
Conjlantinople  were  overthrown,  but  all  Greece 
was  fhaken  with  it. 

In  the  year  io2i,h  was  a  dreadful  Earthquake 
in  Bavaria . 

In  the  Holy  days  in  Chriflmafs ,  1112/  there 
was  an  Earthquake,  fuch  as  had  rarely  been  heard 
of  >  in  which  many  Churches  and  Cities  were  de- 
ftroy’d;  and  the  famous  City  of* Liege  by  the 
over-flowing  of  the  Waters  was  drown’d.  In  the 
fame  year  the  Town  of  Rottenburg  upon  the 
Neccar ,  in  Swedeland ,  was  wholly  deftroy’d ;  and 
rebuilt  again  by  Albert  Count  of  Hohenberg ,  in 
the  year  1271. 

<c  In  the  year  1114^  there  were  two  Earth¬ 
quakes,  one  fo  great  in  the  Region  of  Antiocbia% 
that  many  Towns  were  half  or  wholly  ruin’d, 
throwing  down  the  Walls  and  the  Houfes,  and 
killing  the  People ;  over-turning  the  Caftle 
T’rialeth  near  to  Euphrates ;  Marifewn  with  the 
Walls,  Houfes,  and  People  was  extindt ;  a  great 
part  of  Mamijlria  fell.” 

In  the  year  1 117,1  was  an  Earthquake  in  Lom¬ 
bardy ,  which  continued  forty  days,  and  overthrew 

many 

11  Funccii  Chronolofr.  fol.  14.2.  C. 

‘  Naucleri  Chronographia .  vol.  2.  p.  816. 

k  P urcbas's  P i/grim.  vol.  2.  p.  1208. 

’Apud  Longobardum  magno  terras  motu  faclo,  et  ut  tcftati  funt 
qui  novere,  xl  dierum  Spatio  durante.  Plurima  domorum  iedificia 
corruere;  et  quod  vifu  didtuquc  conftat  mirabile,  villa  quacdam 
pergrandis  mota  eft  rcpente  de  ftatu  proprio:  jamque  ab  omnibus 
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many  Houfes  ;  and  what  was  more  remarkable,  a 
Town  was  removed  from  its  former  fituation,  and 
carried  a  great  way  off. 

In  the  year  U59,m  the  Cities  of  Antioch , 
! Tripoli ,  and  Damafcus ,  with  many  other  places, 
were  overturned  by  an  Earthquake;  and  the  City 
of  Chatena  near  the  Red  Sea  was  overthrown ;  and 
Twenty  thoufand  Perfons  in  Sicily  were  drowned. 

In  the  year  ujo,n  were  great  Earthquakes  in 

a 

In  the  year  1186,0  was  a  terrible  Earthquake 
in  Calabria  in  Sicily ,  in  which  the  Archbifhop  of 
Cofenza ,  with  his  Clergy,  and  the  greateft  part  of 
the  Inhabitants  were  deftroyed  :  And  a  City  ad¬ 
joining  to  the  Adriatic  Sea,  was  fwallowed  up 
with  all  its  Inhabitants. 

In  the  year  1 187/  in  Verona  a  City  in  Lom¬ 
bardy,  was  fo  terrible  an  Earthquake,  (preceeded 
by  a  total  Eclipfe  of  the  Sun)  that  the  Inhabitants 

in  longe  remote  confiftere  cernitur  loco.  Simeonis  Dunelmenjis  Hip. 
de  Gejlis  Regum  Anglorum .  Hiflor.  Anglican.  X.  Script  or.  Col.  238. 
Matth<ei  Paris  Hiji.  Anglia.  Edit.  1571.  p.  79. 

m  Chronicon  Johannis  Bromton.  Hiflor.  Anglican.  X.  Script  or.  Col. 
1049.  Purchafe  makes  mention  of  as  dreadful  an  Earthquake  in 
the  fame  places  in  the  year  1 170.  Vol.  2.  p.  215. 
n  Funccii  Cbronolog.  Fol.  149.  B. 

®  Herbertus  Anglicus  —  Tranfitum  faciens  in  Siciliam,  aflenfc 
Regis  Willi elmi  creatus  eft  in  Calabria  Confenfanus  Archiepifcopus  : 
cum  autem  illic  Terns  motus  feret  magnus,  praedidtus  Archiepif¬ 
copus  cum  clero,  cum  familia,  cum  magna  parte  civium  obrutus 
eft  :  caftella  pleraque  fubverfa,  millia  populorum  contrita;  quaedam 
civitas  Adriatico  mart  contigua,  de  node  populo  quiefeente,  cor- 
ruit  in  profundum.  Ymagines  Hijloriar.  Radulphi  de  Diceto.  Vid. 
Scriptor.  Hiflor.  Anglican,  x.  Col.  628. 

p  Apud  Veronam  anno  1 187.  Longobardiee  civitatem,  ■  ■  —  appa- 
ruit  Eclipfis  Totalis,  ad  modum  cacabi  ignitij  omnibus  itaque  qui 
triderunt  obftupentibus  fadtus  eft  Terrae  motus  adeo  terribilis,  ut 
omnia  fundamenta  civitatis  Solo  tenus  erui  viderentur.  Chronicon 
Qernjafti  Doroberncns.  Vid,  Scriptor.  Hijl.  Anglican.  X.  Col.  1505. 
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in  their  confternation  thought  the  Foundations  of 
the  Buildings  feem’d  to  be  loofened,  The  fhock 
was  felt  in  England ,  where  Matthew  Paris  ob- 
ferves,  q  Earthquakes  feldom  happen. 

In  the  year  1222/  in  fome  Parts  of  Europe 
was  an  Earthquake,  in  which  fome  Cities  were 
overthrown,  and  the  Inhabitants  buried  in  the 
Ruins ;  and  amongft  the  reft  a  Town  in  Lombar¬ 
dy  called  Brifa ,  where  in  the  night  of  our  Savi¬ 
our  s  Nativity ,  the  greateft  part  of  it  with  its 
Churches  were  thrown  down,  and  almoft  2000 
of  its  Inhabitants  buried  in  its  Ruins. 

In  the  year  1346,*  was  a  dreadful  Earth¬ 
quake  in  Germany ,  in  which  many  villages  were 
overthrown,  and  Towers  demolifhed  5  attended 
with  other  remarkable  circumftances. 

In  the  year  1456,*  there  was  fo  great  an 
Earthquake  in  Naples ,  that  there  perilhed  Forty 
Thoufand  People  in  the  Ruins  of  that  City. 

In 

*  Matthai  Paris  Hijior.  Anglia.  Edit.  1571.  p.  193.  Fadus  eft 
his  diebus  per  orbem  univerfum  Terras  motus  magnus,  et  horribilis, 
ita  ut  etiam  in  Anglia ,  ubi  raro  contigit,  multa  aediftcia  fubver- 
terentur. 

r  1222.  Fuit  eodem  anno  Terrae  motus  magnus  multis  in  Iocis 
in  tranfmarinis  partibus,  ex  quo  urbes  aliquae  fubrutae  funt  fundi- 
tus,  cum  hominibus  in  illis  degentibus.  Inter  quas  erat  quaedam 
urbs  in  Longobardia  nomine  Brifa ,  ex  qua  pars  maxima  in  node 
Natalis  Domini  fubveria  eft,  cum  Ecclefiis,  ubi  quoque  periere 
fere  duo  millia  Hominum.  Annal de  Margau.  Hijl.  Anglican.  Script. 
Quinque.  Vol.  2.  p.  16.  Vid.  Annal.  Wanjerleiens.  Id  ib.  p.  14.7. 

•  Terrae  motus  ingens  in  Die  Converfionis  fandi  Pauli  anna 
Chrifti  I  346,  Germaniam  quaftavit,  pagi  et  arces  multas  conuere. 
Funccii  Cbronolog.  Fol.  158.  A. 

1  Higden  s  Poly  chronic  on.  Lib.  ult.  cap.  28.  Folio.  CCCxliii.  — 
Naples ,  the  Capital  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples ,  in  Italy ,  (fays 
Mr.  Salmon )  is  feven  Miles  in  circumference  within  the  Walls,  and 
as  much  more  if  the  Suburbs  are  included,  and  contains  a  great 
Number  of  Inhabitants.  It  Hands  on  an  Eminence,  rifing  gradually 
from  the  Sea  to  a  moderate  height,  on  a  fine  Bay  of  the  Sea  of 
Thirty  Miles  diameter,  —  On  the  L aft  is  a  large  Plain,  on  the  fur¬ 
ther 
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In  the  year  151  o,u  was  a  great  Earthquake  in 
Italy . 

cc  In  the  River  and  Coaft  of  Cumana  (near  the 
Ifland  Cubagua  in  the  Weft  Indies)  in  the  year 
1530/  faith  Punch  as ,  the  fir  ft  of  September,  the 
Coaft  being  clear,  the  Sea  did  rife  four  Fathoms 
from  his  ordinary  courfe,  and  entering  into  the 
Earth,  it  began  to  {hake  ;  and  the  Fortrefs,  which 
the  Captain  Jacome  of  Cajlillon  had  built  by  or¬ 
der  of  the  Council  of  Hifpaniola ,  fell ;  and  the 
Earth  did  open  in  many  places,  whereout 
fprang  much  Salt  Water  as  black  as  Ink,  and 
did  ftink  of  Brimftone ;  and  the  Mountain  of 
the  Gulf  of  CariacG  remained  open  with  a 
great  rift ;  many  Houfes  fell,  many  People 
died,  drowned,  and  with  fear,  and  taken  with 
the  Earthquake.” 

c€  Gafper  de  Cruz,  faith  Purchasy  reciteth  ag  let¬ 
ter  of  the  Mandarines  to  the  King  1556,  contain¬ 
ing  News  of  a  Terrible  Earthquake  in  the  Pro¬ 
vinces  of  Sanxi  and  Sant  on  (in  China ,)  wherein 
the  day  waxed  dark.  The  Earth  opened  the  year 
before  in  many  places,  under  which  was  heard 
the  Noife  as  it  were  of  Bells ;  there  follow¬ 
ed  Wind  and  Rain.  The  Wind,  which  they  call 

ther  fide  whereof  is  Mount  Vefu'vius',  and  on  the  Weft  a  high  Hill, 
on  which  Hands  the  Caftle  of  St.  Elmo  and  a  Carthujian  Monallery, 
from  whence  there  is  the  fineft  Profpeft  in  the  World.  The  Air  is 
pure,  ferene  and  healthful ;  the  Buildings  are  magnificent  and  ele¬ 
gant,  and  inhabited  by  People  of  Diftin&ion;  nor  can  there  be  in 
all  refpetts  a  more  delightful  Situation,  did  not  the  Eruptions  of 
Mount  Ve/uvius,  and  Earthquakes,  fometimes  difturb  their  quiet,  &c. 

u  Funccii  Chronologia ,  Folio  166.  A. 

x  Her  era  $  defcription  of  the  Weft  Indies.  Purchase  Pilgrim » 
third  part,  p.  868. 

*  See  Purcbas'%  Pilgrimage ,  published  1626.  p.459. 


of  Earthquakes.  17 

*fufan ,  is  fo  violent,  that  it  driveth  Ships  on  the 

Land,  overthroweth  Men  and  Houfes. - In  Vin~ 

yanfu ,  the  Earthquake  caufed  the  Fire  to  break 
out,  which  confumed  all  the  City,  and  innumerable 
People  :  The  like  happened  to  another  City  near 
it,  where  none  efcaped.  It  caufed  the  River  at 
Leuchimen  to  increafe,  and  drown  multitudes. 
At  Hien  the  Fall  of  the  Houfes  flew  Eight 
Thoufand  ;  In  Puchio  the  Houfe  of  the  Kings 
Kinfmen  fell,  and  flew  all  therein  but  a  Child* 
Cochu ,  with  Fire  from  above,  and  Waters  from 
beneath,  was  left  defolate.  At  Enchinoen ,  almoft  an 
Hundred  thoufand  perifhed.  At  Inchumen  the  Ri¬ 
ver  ebbed  and  flowed  ten  times  in  a  Day  and 
Night.  This  perhaps  was  the  fame  with  that3 
which  Georgius  and  Boterus  mention.” 

<c  There  have  happened  Earthquakes  in  Peru % 
which  run  from  Chili  unto  Quito,  and  that  is 
above  a  hundred  Leagues.  Upon  the  Coaft  of 
Chili  (I  remember  not  well  in  what  year) 
there  was  fo  terrible  an  Earthquake  that  it  over¬ 
turned  whole  Mountains,  and  thereby  flopped 
the  Courfe  of  Rivers,  which  it  converted  into 
Lakes;  it  beat  down  Towns,  and  deftroy’d  a  great 
number  of  People,  caufing  the  Sea  to  leave  its 
place  for  fome  Leagues,  fo  as  the  Ships  re¬ 
mained  on  dry  Ground  far  from  the  ordinary 
Road,  with  many  other  heavy  and  memorable 
things ;  and  as  I  well  remember,  they  fay  this 
Trouble  and  Motion  caufed  by  the  Earthquake, 
ran  Three  hundred  Leagues  along  the  Coaft.” 


*  Acojla  s  Natural  and  Moral  Hiflory  of  the  Eaji  and  Wejl  In¬ 
dies,  tranflated  from  the  Spani/b  by  £.G.  1 604.  bcokj,  chap.  26. 
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C€  In  the  year  1581/  in  Cugiano  a  City  in  Peru, 
there  happened  a  ftrange  accident  touching  this 
siubje£t}  a  Village  called  Arigoango,  (where  many 
Indians  dwelt  who  were  Sorcerers  and  Idolaters) 
fell  fuddenly  to  ruin,  fo  as  a  great  part  thereof  was 
raifed  up  and  carried  away,  and  many  of  the  Indi¬ 
ans  fmothered ;  and  that  which  feems  incredible^ 
(yet  teflified  by  Men  of  Credit)  the  Earth  that  was 
ruined,  and  fo  beaten  down,  did  run  and  Hide 
upon  the  Land  by  the  fpace  of  a  League  and  a 
half,  as  if  it  had  been  Water  or  Wax  molten,  fo 
as  it  flopped  and  filled  up  a  Lake,  and  remain¬ 
ed  fo  fpread  over  the  whole  Country.” 

c€  Soon  after,  in  the  year  i5S2,b  happened  that 
Earthquake  of  Areqtiipa  (in  Peru),  which  in  a  man¬ 
ner  overthrew  the  whole  City.  Since,  in  the  year 
1586,  on  the  ninth  of  July,  fell  another  Earth¬ 
quake  in  the  City  of  Kings ,  which,  as  the  Vice¬ 
roy  did  write,  had  run  a  Hundred  threefcore  and 
ten  Leagues  along  the  Coaft,  and  overthwart  in 
the  Pierre  Fifty  Leagues.  The  Mercy  of  the  Lord 
was  great  in  this  Earthquake,  to  forewarn  the 
People,  who  heard  a  great  Noife  a  little  before 
the  Earthquake,  and  taught  by  former  Experien¬ 
ces,  prefently  put  themfelves  in  fafety,  leaving 
their  Houfes,  the  Streets  and  Gardens,  to  go  into 
the  Fields  5  fo  as  although  it  ruined  a  great  part  of 
the  City,  and  the  chief  of  their  Buildings,  yet  there 
perifh’d  not  above  Fifteen  or  Twenty  Perfons  of  all 
the  Inhabitants.  It  caufed  the  like  Trouble  and 
Motion  at  Sea,  as  it  had  done  at  Chili ,  which  hap¬ 
pened  prefently  after  the  Earthquake,  fo  as  they 

(a)  Id.  ib.  (b)  Id.  ib. 
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might  fee  the  Sea  furioufly  to  fly  out  of  its  Bounds, 
and  to  run  near  two  Leagues  into  the  Land,  riling 
above  fourteen  Fathom  :  It  covered  all  that  Plain, 
fo  as  the  Pieces  of  Wood  that  were  there  fwam 
1  in  Water.  There  was  yet  another  Earthquake  in 
the  Realm  and  City  of  Quitto  ;  and  it  feems  all 
thefe  notable  Earthquakes  upon  that  Coaft,  have 
fucceeded  one  another  by  order,  as  in  truth  it  is 
fubjedt  to  thefe  Inconveniencies.,, 

In  the  year  1 590%  was  a  great  Earthquake  at 
Vienna ,  in  Bohemia ,  Moravia ,  and  Hungary . 

“  On  July  22,  in  the  year  1  596 d,  it  rained 
Allies  about  Meaco,  (in  Japan)  covering  the 
Ground  as  it  had  been  Snow :  Soon  after,  it 
rained  both  there  and  in  other  places  Red  Sand, 
and  after  that  as  it  had  been  Women’s  Hair ; 
and  not  long  after  followed  an  Earthquake  that 
hurled  down  Temples  and  Palaces,  (wherein 
Faicofama  had  then  newly  employed  Night  and 
Day  an  Hundred  thoufand  Workmen  to  his  ex¬ 
ceeding  Coft,  and  their  intolerable  Slavery)  which 
with  their  Ruins  deftroyed  Thoufands  :  Six 
hundred  gilded  Images  in  the  Temple  of  Jan- 
fuzangus ,  were  cafl:  down  and  broken  in  pieces, 
as  many  remaining  whole.  It  brought  up  the 
Sea  a  great  way  upon  the  Main  Land,  which 
it  carried  back  with  it  into  the  Sea ;  not  leaving 
mention  that  there  had  been  Land.  So  was  the 
City  Ochinofama  fwallowed:  Famaoqui ,  Ecuro , 
Fingo,  Cafcicanaroy  the  neighbour  Towns,  at- 

c  Funccii  Chronol.  Fol.  173.  E. 

-  Purchases  Pilgrimage  publifhed  1626,  Book  5.  Chap.  6.  pag. 
599.  Where  he  gives  an  account  of  a  terrible  Earthquake  in  No- 
gafama  in  the  lame  Kingdom,  in  the  year  1 586. 
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tended  her  in  the  new  Voyage  and  became  Sea, 
the  Ships  in  the  Haven  found  no  more  fecurity 
but  were  ali  drowned.” 

In  the  year  i6ooe,  there  was  a  great  Earth-* 
quake  at  Arequipa  (in  Peru ) ;  in  which  there  was 
a  raining  of  Sand,  as  alfo  of  Afhes  about  twenty 
Days  from  a  Volcano  breaking  forth ;  the  Afhes 
falling  in  Places  above  a  Yard  thick,  and  in 
fome  Places  two ;  and  where  leaft,  above  a 
Quarter  of  a  Yard  ;  which  buried  the  Corn 
grounds  of  Maiz ,  and  Wheat,  and  the  Boughs 
of  Trees  were  broken  and  fruitlefs  j  and  the 
Cattle  great  and  fmall  died  for  want  of  Pafture* 
For  the  Sand  which  rained  covered  the  Fields 
thirty  Leagues  one  way,  and  about  Forty  another 
way  round  about  Arequipa .  They  found  their 
Kine  dead  by  Five  hundred  together  in  feveral 
Herds ;  and  whole  Flocks  of  Sheep,  and  Herds 
of  Goats  and  Swine  buried  :  Houfes  fell  with 
the  weight  of  the  Sand.  Mighty  Thunders  and 
Lightnings  were  heard  and  feen  thirty  Leagues 
from  Arequipa ;  It  was  fo  dark  whilft  thofe 
Showers  lafted,  that  at  Mid-day  they  burnt  Can¬ 
dles  to  do  their  bulinefs.” 

44  In  the  year  1621/  there  was  an  Earthquake  at 
Gonahpee  the  barreneft  Place  in  the  Ifles  of  Banda 
(in  the  Eajl  Indies )  much  fubjed  to  Earthquakes, 
which  trouble  the  reft  of  the  Iflands,  and  make  the 
Ships  in  the  Road  to  totter  and  tremble.  Since  the 
furprifal  or  Nero  by  the  Dutch ,  there  being  a  fear¬ 
ful  Earthquake,  the  Hill  caft  forth  fuch  hideous 

c  Purchases  Pilgrimage ,  Fourth  Part,  p.1476. 

f  Captain  Fitzherberf s  Letter  concerning  the  Iflands  of  Bancfa? 
&c,  Pftrckas  s  Pilgrimage  ^  Vol,  s.  p.  697. 

Flames^ 
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Flames,  fuch  ftore  of  Cinders,  and  huge  Steams, 
that  it  deftroyed,  burnt,  and  brake  down  all  the 
thick  Woods,  and  mighty  Trees,  overwhelming 
them,  fo  that  a  green  Leaf  could  not  be  feen  in 
that  Ifland.  Nor  did  Nero  efcape  thefe  hellifh 
Blafts,  which  blew  thefe  Steams  and  Cinders  into 
the  Caftle  and  Country  near  adjoining,  in  fuch 
abundance,  that  it  invited  all  Men  that  faw  it  to 
her  Funeral,  burnt  up  all  the  Fruit  Trees,  and 
covered  all  the  Country  about  it,  and  had  like 
to  have  funk  the  Ships  in  the  Road.  It  is  credibly 
reported  by  thofe  that  faw  it,  the  violence  was 
fo  great,  that  it  carried  Stones  of  three  or  four 
Tuns  weight  from  the  one  Iiland  to  the  other.” 

«♦ 

s  Kircher  mentions  a  terrible  Earthquake  which 
happened  in  Calabria  (in  Italy),  March  27.  1638, 
where  he  then  was.  He  obferves,  that  before 
every  Shock  (many  of  which  happen’d  both  by 
Day  and  Night,)  he  always  heard  prodigious 
Rumbling  and  Noife.  And  one  Day  he  perceived 


%  Kircheri  Mund.  Subter.  Lib.  4.  Sec.  2.  C.x.  Tom.  1.  pag.  240. 
Ego  fane  dum  anno  1638,  inaudiiis  Terra  Motibus,  qui  Calabriam 
pene  in  vaftitatem  reducebant,  intereflem,  memini  Temper  me  ante 
imminentem  Terra  motum ,  qui  Jape  faspius  interdiu  nodtuque  rei- 
terabatur,  Horrendum  Murmur  et  incredibiles  fragores  ad  inftar 
multorum  fonitus  Tympanorum  percepiffe.  Et  quodam  die,  dum 
Strongylum  plus  folito  ignearum  molium  erudlatione  furere  no- 
taflem,  obtufum  quoque  nefcio  quod  murmur  ex  monte  60  millibus 
paffuum  diffito,  audivi,  quod  identidem  verfus  nos  crefcere  vide- 
batur,  ad  quos  ubi  pervenit,  jam  horrenda  intra  terram  tonitrua 
edidit,  ut  vix  fenfus  iis  tolerandis  fufficeret ;  cui  jungebatur  tam 
formidabilis  Terra  concujfatio  ut  nemo  pedibus  amplius  confiftere 
valeret,  omnibufque  fociis  ferocientis  naturae  vi  proftratis ;  tandem- 
que  induciis  conftitutis  cum  lurgentes  oppidum  S .  Euphemia  (a  quo 
non  nifi  tri'bus  milliaribus  aberamus)  ingenti  nebula  tedium  tuerc- 
mur,  ea  fenfim  evanefcente,  urbem  nullo  amplius  veftigio  relidlo 
abforptum,  lacu  quo  prius  carebat  in  ejus  loco  exorto,  ea  animi 
confternauone  quam  vix  verbis  defcribere  queam,  reperimus. 

it 
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It  coming  towards  him  with  a  terrible  Blowing, 
as  from  the  Ifland  Strongoli :  As  the  Noife  ap¬ 
proach'd  him  and  his  Company,  there  was  a  dread¬ 
ful  Explofion,  as  of  Thunder  under  Ground,  at¬ 
tended  with  fuch  frightful  fhaking  of  the  Earth, 
that  they  could  not  ftand  upon  their  feet,  but  fell 
flat  on  the  Ground.  As  foon  as  the  Shock  was 
over,  they  got  up  ;  and  looking  toward  St.  Euphe - 
miay  (about  three  Miles  diftant  from  them,)  they 
faw  nothing,  but  a  vaft  black  Cloud  •  which  be¬ 
ing  difperfed,  to  their  inexpreffible  Amazement 
they  found  not  the  leaft  Remains  of  the  Town, 
but  a  Lake  of  Water  fprung  up  in  the  place  where 
it  had  flood. 

At  Manilla  one  of  the  Philippine  Illands,  there 
was  fuch  a  terrible  Earthquake  in  September  1 627^ 
that  it  level!3 d  two  Mountains  call’d  Carvallos . 
In  the  Province  of  Cogogan  in  1645,  the  third 
part  of  the  City  was  overthrown,  with  the 
fiaughter  of  300  Souls,  and  the  like  happen'd  the 
next  year  after.  The  old  Indians  fay,  they  were 
yet  more  dreadful  in  former  times,  and  for  fear  of 
them,  they  built  all  Timber  Houles.” 

In  the  year  1640,"  was  a  very  great  Earth¬ 
quake,  which  begun  at Mechlm  and  reach’d  at  leaft 
360  Leagues. 

Upon 

h  Gemelli  Garm’s  Voyage  round  the  World.  Churchill s  Voyages 
and  Travels,  vol.  4.  p.427.  edit.  1732,  where  he  obferves,  that 
there  are  many  Burning  Mountains  round  this  Ifland. 

‘  Enimvero  nox  erat  inter  diem  tertiam  et  quartam  Aprilis 
Anno  1640,  quadrans  vero  poll  horam  tertiam  a  nodte  media; 
Luna  poll  biduum  inde  plena,  et  dies  Mercurii  ante  Pafcha ; quando 
Mechlinia  (ubi  tunc  eram  propter  caufas)  infigniter  tremuit  et  fub~ 
iiliit,  tribus  repetitim  acceffibus;  fmgulaque  invafione  tremor  dura- 
vit  paulo  minus  quam  effet  fpatium  Symbol i  Apoflohrum,  Acceffum 

vero 
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Upon  Saint  Philip  and  Jacob's  day  (fays  Na¬ 
varette)  in  the  year  1653/  cc  I  was  hearing  Con- 
feflions  in  the  Chapel  of  Santiago  or  S. James,  and 
obferv’d,  that  theCane  Chair  in  which  I  fate  mov¬ 
ed  ;  I  imagined  a  Dog  was  got  under  it,  and  bid  the 
Indian  turn  him  out.  He  anfwer’d,  Father,  it  is  no 
Dog,  but  an£arthquake.  It.  increafed  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  leaving  the  Penitent,  I  kneel’d  down  to 
beg  Mercy  of  God,  I  thought  the  end  of  the  World 
had  been  at  hand.  I  have  feen  feveral  Earthquakes, 
but  none  fo  great  as  that.  When  it  was  over,  I  faid, 
if  it  had  been  as  great  in  Manila ,  there  is  not  one 
Stone  left  upon  another  :  I  was  afterwards  in¬ 
form’d  it  had  done  fome  harm,  but  not  confider- 
able.  It  was  an  Hundred  Leagues  from  thence  to 
Manila ,  and  much  Water  betwixt.” 

In  the  year  1657,1  April  24,  an  Earthquake 
happened  in  the  South  Parts  of  Norway ,  one 
hundred  and  fixty  Miles  in  length,  and  fo  much 
in  breadth,  contrary  to  the  Nature  of  all  thofe 


vero  quemlibet  immediate  prseeeflit  mugitus  quidam  in  Aere,  et 
quafi  rotarum  actio,  qua  majora  tormenta  bellica  per  phteas  ve~ 
huntur,  terram  fuccuteret.  —  Didici  ab  amicis,  iildem  pene  mo- 
mentis,  iifdemque  tribus  repetitim  vicibus,  pari  intervallo  diremtis, 
fimilique  comitante  mugitu,  Tremui tte  Bruxeilam,  Ant-jjerpiam,  Li - 
ram,  Gaudanum ,  Montes  Hanonia:,  Namur  chum  Camerackum.  Deinceps 
audivimus  idem  accidifie  in  Hollandia ,  Zelandid ,  Frifia ,  Luxem- 
burgo ,  et  Gelria ;  imo  Francofurtwn  ad  Manum  ufque,  non  minus 
tremuifie ;  Metziis  aliquot  turres  dirutas,  et  nova  a^dificia  prepe 
Tbrenopolin  corruiffe ;  tremui  fie  quoque  Wefiphaliam ,  imo  Ambia<vumy 
et  Gallia:  finitimas  oras.  —  Tradlus  ell  ad  minimum  tercentum  fex- 
aginta  Leucarum ,  fingulis  ejus  circuli  minimis  locis,  aequali  ubique 
formidine,  trepidabat  folum.  —  Intellexi  naves  in  portubus  Ho  Han- 
diee  atque  Z  elan  diet,  malis,  atque  antennis  concufias,  abtque  vento. 

'Ferret  Tremor,  vid.  oper.  Johatinis  Baptifice  Van  Helmont ,  Edit.  4°. 
prancofurti ,  1682  p.  90. 

k  Navarette's  Travels.  See  Churchill's  Voyages,  8cc.  vol.  I.  p.  273. 

1  Philojophical  Tranfafticns,  vol.  1 3.  N*  15 1.  p.  319. 
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Earthquakes  that  ever  I  read  of,  fays  Michael  Pe «* 
terfon  Efcholty  that  defcribes  it  3  but  Kircher  men¬ 
tions  one.  Two  hundred  Miles  in  length.  Murid* 
Subterran .  lib*  4.  f  2.  c.  10. 

In  the  year  i66o,m  in  the  Month  of  June * 
there  was  a  terrible  Earthquake,  which  affefted 
all  that  part  of  France  which  lies  between  the 
Cities  of  Bourdeaux  and  Narbone ,  and  fwallowed 
up  a  great  Mountain. 

At  Ragufa ,  a  City  of  Illyricumy  there  happen’d 
a  terrible  Earthquake  on  the  6th  of  April ,  1667/ 
which  in  a  moment  overturn’d  the  Duke’s  Palace, 

and 

m  Hoc  loco  omittere  non  poiTum,  qus,  dam  hasc  fcribo  mihi  re- 
feruntur.  Anno  1660,  menfe  Junio ,  quo  ingens  Terr^  motus  infelta- 
vit  omnem  illam  Gallias  regionem,  quse  fe  a  Burdigalenji  urbe  ad 
Narhonam  extendit;  erat  prope  Bigornium  ingens  et  prsecelfus  mons, 
qui  ferocientis  nature  vi,  ita  abforptus  dicitur,  ut  praeter  lacum  in- 
gentem  quem  poll  fe  reliquit,  nullum  ejus  amplius  vefdgium  appa- 
ruerit ;  addunt,  difiridlum  ilium  circa  Byrenasos  Montes  compluribus 
Thermis  fuiffe  refertiffimum  ;  in  quarum  Unis  pod  mentis  ruinam* 
aquae  prius  ferventiffimas,  tantum  frigus  contraxerunt,  ut  proinde 
nemo  amplius  illis  uti  poffit.  Kircheri  Mundi  Subterranei ,  tom.  1  a 
p.  2jS. 

n  Die  Mercurii  6  April,  Attno  1667.  Inter  horam  13, 14,  proti- 
iius  exurgebat  ex  tellure  horrendus,  et  cerribilis  terr<z  motus ,  qui 
in  momento  evertebat  Palatium  Ducis,  Ducemque  ipfum  in  ruina 
opprimebat.  Idem  cafus  communis  fuit  omnium  Palatiorum,  Eccie- 
fiarum,  Monaderiorum,  et  a;dium  didbe  civitatis ;  dumque  omnia 
furfum  deorfum  ferebantur,  plurimi  interempti,  accedebat  damnum 
ex  Taxis  molis  ingentis,  quse  devolvebantur  ex  montibus,  adeo  ut 
civitas  univerfa  in  rudera  fit  verfa.  — Malum  quod  non  fine  maxi- 
mo  dolore  complurium  dierum  fpatio  fpefiabant  pauci  illi,  quos 
cafus  ille  reliquos  et  fuperftites  fiverat,  neque  hi  excedebant  nume- 
rum  600  circiter,  a^Nobilibus  exceptis. 

Non  fine  lachrymis  fpeftaffes  populum  Imnc  maximam  partem 
mutilum,  quafi  fenfibus  deftitutum,  ambulantes  per  plateas  minus 
turbatas,  cum  Rofario  circa  collum,  implorantemque  divinam  mife- 
ricordiam,  et  remiffionem  peccatorum  Tuorum:  Imo  et  caftellum 
aperiri  vifum,  rurfumque  bis  claudi:  et  undse  maris  quater  refluere* 
ut  omnes  fontes  hujus  loci  arefeerent,  ne  gutta  quidem  aqu®  ad 
potum  reli&a.  — >  Non  defuere  complures,  qui  affe&u  compaffionis 

mot* 
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and  buried  the  Duke  in  its  Ruins:  The  like 
happen’d  to  the  reft  of  the  Palaces,  Monafteries, 
Churches,  and  Houfes  of  that  City:  In  which  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Inhabitants  loft  their  Lives: 
Not  above  600  out  of  6000,  efcaping.  It  was  a 
moft  moving  fpedtacle  to  behold  the  few  remain¬ 
ing  Inhabitants  of  the  place,  maim’d  and  mang¬ 
led,  walking  about  in  utter  Defpair,  and  implor¬ 
ing  the  Mercies  of  Heaven.  During  the  Calami¬ 
ty,  many  compaffionate  People,  moved  with  the 
Cries  of  thofe  who  lay  buried  under  the  heaps  of 
Ruins,  went  to  their  Affiftance,  and  got  them  out 
alive,  though  fome  of  them  had  been  three,  four, 
and  even  five  Days  in  that  diftrefsful  condition, 
without  any  thing  to  fuftain  them  all  that  time 
but  their  own  Urine.  This  Earthquake  lafted  for 
eight  Days  together  3  but  the  Shocks  became  lefs 
violent  every  Day.  Several  Towns  in  Dalmatia 
and  Albania ,  fuffered  by  the  fame  Earthquake. 

In  the  year  1 668,°  there  was  a  great  Earth¬ 
quake  in  the  Province  of  2 an  \ Tung ,  in  China . 

The  Earthquake  at  Naples ,  which  happened 
on  the  fifth  and  iixth  of  "June  1688,  overturned 
feveral  of  their  Churches  and  religious  Houfes, 


moti  concurrebant  ad  vocem  quorundam  dolentlum  fepultorum  Tub 
ruderibus,  et  mifericordia  pulfi  annitebantur  amoliri  ligna  faxaque 
quibus  miferi  erant  obruti,  quos  adhuc  ipirantes  fervabant,  licet  tres, 
quatuor,  quinqueve  dies,  hanc  calamitatem  fullinuiflent ;  unde  erepti 
dicebant  fe  vitam  fibi  protraxifie  folo  potu  propriae  urinas.  —  Hie 
terras  motus  continuos  o&o  dies  duravit,  quanquam  minoribus  ufque 
indies  fuccuflibus.  Eodem  tempore  di&us  terras  motus  damno  affe- 
cit  Caflellum  Novum,  ej ufque  burgos  in  Albania:  ditionis  Purdue 
regione:  Idem  cafus  concufiit  Dulcinium  et  Ant  iv  arum,  et  in  Dal¬ 
matia  Perajlum,  et  Cattarum  interemptis  300  circiter.  Kircheri 
Mundi  Subterranei,  tom  1.  p.  242.  243. 

°An  account  of  the  Empire  of  China ,  book  2.  chap.  1  7.  Churchill  % 
Voyages,  Sec.  vol.  r,  p.  10 1. 

par- 
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particularly  the  fine  Church  of  the  Jefuitsy  with 
a  third  part  of  the  City,  and  deftroyed  feveral 
Ships  in  the  Harbour  of  which  we  meet  with 
the  following  account,  by  a  Perfon  who  was 
then  on  the  Spot. 

cc  A  little  after  four  in  the  Afternoon p  we  were 
put  into  fucha  Confufion  as  cannot  be  expreffed; 
we  perceived  the  Houfes  ftoop  and  recover  a- 
gain,  to  part  from  one  another,  and  in  fome  pla¬ 
ces  to  fall  3  foon  after,  a  more  violent  Earthquake 
fucceeded ;  and  a  Subterraneous  noife,  furpaffing 
that  pf  Thunder,  was  heard 3  whilft  our  Houfe- 
hold’ Goods  at  the  fame  time  clattered  about 
our  Ears,  the  Bells  rung  in  the  Steeples,  the  Re- 
fervoirs  and  Cifterns  threw  out  their  Waters, 
many  Houfes  fell,  and  others  flood  ftooping  juft 
ready  to  fall  ;  whereupon  we  heard  the  mo  ft  hi¬ 
deous  Shrieks  from  all  parts  of  the  Town  :  Some 
embraced,  and  took  an  eternal  farewell  of  their 
Friends  ;  others  threw  themfelves  headlong  out 
of  their  Windows,  not  knowing  what  they  did. 
But  before  the  third  Shock,  People  being  a  little 
recovered  from  their  confternation,  began  to  con- 
fider  how  to  fave  themfelves  by  flight.  When  the 
Earthquake  was  over,  thofe  who  had  run  into 
the  Fields  and  Gardens,  returned  to  fee  what 
was  become  of  their  Houfes  and  Acquaintance, 
they  left  behind ;  <  but  the  next  Morning  their 
confternation  was  renewed  by  the  Thunder, 
and  Lightning,  and  Storms  that  lafted  two  or 
three  Days.  The  Streets  were  filled  with  Pro- 

**  Salmon's  Modern  Hifiory ,  third  Edit.  Vol.  2.  p.  38^.  Where  he 
informs  us,  that  there  was  an  Eruption  of  Mount  Vefu<vius  in  this 
very  year  1688,  alfo  in  the  years  89,  94,  96,  1701,  1707. 
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cefllons  of  Penitents,  Women,  Children,  Old 
Men,  Ecclefiaftics  and  others,  clothed  in  Sack¬ 
cloth,  &c.  to  atone  the  Wrath  of  Heaven.” 

“  As  Earthquakes  are  too  frequent  in  Hifpa - 
niela  (lays  Sir  Hans  S loaned)  where  formerly  they 
threw  down  the  Town  of  Saint  Domingo ,  fo  they 
are  but  too  common  in  Jamaica  alfo.  The  In¬ 
habitants  expect  one  every  Year,  and  fome  of 
them  are  of  opinion,  that  they  follow  their  great 
Rains.  One  happened  on  Sunday,  February  19, 
1688,  about  Eight  in  the  Morning.  I  found  in  a 
Chamber  one  Story  high,  the  Cabinets  and  feve- 
ral  other  Moveables  to  reel,  as  if  People  had 
rafed  the  Foundations  of  the  Houfe  \  I  looked 
out  of  a  Window  to  fee  what  was  the  matter,  and 
found  that  the  Pigeons,  and  other  Birds  in  an 
Aviary  hard  by,  were  on  the  Wing  in  as  great 
aftonilhment,  keeping  themfelves  in  that  pofture, 
not  knowing  where  to  alight.  Wherefore  con¬ 
cluding  wrhat  it  was,  and  the  danger  of  being  in 
an  high  brick  Houfe,  I  made  what  hafte  I  could 
to  get  out ;  but  before  I  had  pafs’d  through  two 
Rooms,  and  got  to  the  flair-cafe,  it  wras  over.  It 
came  by  fhccks  ;  there  were  three  of  them  with  a 
little  paufe  between.  It  lafted  about  a  Minute  of 
time  in  all,  and  there  was  a  fmall  noife  accom¬ 
panied  it.  A  pair  of  Stairs  higher  it  threw  down 
moft  things  off  the  Shelves,  and  had  much  more 
vifible  effedts  than  below.  This  was  generally 
felt  all  over  the  Iiland  at  the  fame  time,  or  near 
it ;  fome  Houfes  therein  being  cracked,  and  very 

q  Introduction  to  the  firft  Volume  of  his  Natural  Hijiory  of  Ja¬ 
maica ,  p.  44.  Copied  in  a  great  meafure  by  Mr.  Salmon,  Modern 
tiifory,  third  Volume  in  Folio,  p.  579, 
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near  ruined*  others  being  uncovered  of  their 
Tiles ;  very  few  efcaped  fome  injury,  and  the 
People  in  them  generally  were  in  great  con  Ver¬ 
nation,  feeing  them  dance.  The  Ships  in  the 
Harbour  at  Port  Royal  felt  it ;  and  one  who  was 
Eaftward  of  the  Ifland  coming  thither  from  Eu¬ 
rope,  met  with,  as  he  faid,  at  the  fame  time  an 
Hurricane.  A  Gentleman  being  at  that  time 
abroad  in  his  Plantation  told  me,  he  faw  the 
Ground  rife  like  the  Sea  in  a  Wave,  as  the 
Earthquake  paffed  along,  and  that  it  went  North¬ 
ward  ;  for  fome  fmall  time  after  he  had  felt  it, 
he  faw  by  the  motion  of  the  Tops  of  the  Trees 
on  Hills  fome  Miles  diftant,  that  it  had  then 
reached  no  farther  than  that  place. 

On  June  7.  1692/  an  Earthquake  happened 
at  Port  Royal  in  Jamaica,  which  in  two  Mi¬ 
nutes  deftroyed  mod:  of  the  Town.  The  Earth 
opened  and  fwal lowed  up  abundance  of  Houfes 
and  People  ;  the  Water  gufhed  out  from  the  O- 
oe nings  of  the  Earth,  and  tumbled  the  People 
on  heaps ;  but  fome  of  them  had  the  good  for¬ 
tune  to  catch  hold  of  Beams,  and  rafters  of  Hou¬ 
les,  and  were  afterwards  faved  by  Boats.  Several 
Ships  were  call:  away  in  the  Harbour,  and  the 
Swan  Frigate  which  lay  in  the  Dock  to  careen, 
was  carried  over  the  tops  of  the  finking  Houfes, 
and  did  not  however  overfet,  but  afforded  a  re¬ 
treat  to  fome  hundreds  of  People  who  faved 
their  Lives  upon  her.  Major  Kelley ,  who  was  in 
the  Town  at  that  time,  fays,  the  Earth  opened, 

*  Salmon  $  Modern  Hi/lory,  Vol.  3.  p.  580.  third  Edition.  See  Phi- 
iofophical  TranfaBions,  Numb.  29.  p.  77.  Sir  Hans  Sloane's  Introduc¬ 
tion  to  the  fir  ft  Volume  of  the  Natural  Bifory  of  Jamaica,  &  c. 

p.  585  59° 

and 
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and  fhut  very  quick  in  fome  places ;  and  he  faw 
feveral  People  link  down  to  the  Middle,  and 
others  appeared  with  their  Heads  juft  above 
Ground,  and  were  fqueezed  to  Death.  The  Sky 
which  was  clear  before  the  Earthquake,  became 
in  a  Minute’s  time,  as  Red  and  as  Hot  as  an 
Oven  ;  the  fall  of  the  Mountains  made  a  terrible 
Crack ;  and  at  the  fame  time  dreadful  noiles 
were  heard  under  the  Earth.  The  principal 
Streets  which  lay  next  the  Key,  with  large 
Warehoufes,  and  ftately  brick  Buildings  upon 
them,  were  all  funk.  Part  of  the  Town  how¬ 
ever  was  left  ftanding,  upon  a  Neck  of  Land, 
which  runs  into  the  Sea  ;  at  the  extremity  where¬ 
of  flood  the  Caftle,  which  was  much  (battered. 

The  Water  of  the  Harbour,  fays  another 
Writer,  rofe  on  a  fudden,  with  huge  Waves,  and 
drove  moft  of  the  Ships  from  their  Anchors  5  and 
immediately  the  Sea  retired  again  two  or  three 
hundred  Yards,  leaving  the  Fi(h  dry  upon  the 
Sand  ;  but  returned  in  lefs  than  two  Minutes, 
and  overflowed  part  of  the  Shore.  After  the  firlt 
great  Shock,  as  many  People  as  could,  got  on 
board  the  Ships  in  the  Harbour,  not  daring  to 
venture  on  Shore  for  fome  Weeks,  the  Shocks 
ftill  continuing.  It  is  computed  Fifteen  Hundred 
People  were  loft  in  the  Earthquake. 

The  Earthquake  was  general  all  over  the 
Ifland,  and  the  noife  in  the  Mountains  fo  terri¬ 
ble,  that  many  of  the  Fugitive  Slaves  that  had 
run  away  thither,  returned  to  their  Mafters. 
Two  Mountains  which  lay  between  Saint  Jago, 
and  Sixteen  Mile  Walk ,  joined  together,  and 
flopped  the  current  of  the  River,  fo  that  it  over¬ 
flowed 
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flowed  feveral  Woods  and  Savannahs .  On  the 
North  fide  of  the  Ifland,  above  a  thonfand  Acres 
were  funk  with  the  Houfes  and  People  in  them  $ 
the  place  appearing  fome  time  like  a  Lake,  was 
afterwards  dried  up,  but  no  iigns  of  Houfes  were 
to  be  feen.  At  Yellows ,  a  great  Mountain  fplit, 
and  deftroyed  feveral  Plantations  with  the  Peo¬ 
ple  on  them ;  and  one  Plantation  was  removed  a 
Mile  from  the  place  where  it  formerly  lay.  The 
Houfes  were  in  general  thrown  down,  or  da¬ 
maged  all  over  the  Ifland  5  and  it  is  computed 
that  3000  People  were  killed,  with  thofe  that 
were  loft  in  Port  Royal. 

In  the  City  of  Mejjina  in  Sicily J  there  hap¬ 
pened  an  Earthquake  in  January  1693,  which 
overturned  24  Palaces,  and  ihook  the  reft  of  the 
Town ;  whereupon  the  People  fled  in  the  utmoft 
confternation,  fome  to  the  Fields,  and  others  to 
the  Churches  to  Prayers,  efpecially  to  the  Cathe¬ 
dral,  where  the  Archbishop  preached,  and  gave 
Abfolution,  as  the  Priefts  did  in  all  parts  of  the 
City.  They  apprehended,  that  their  laft  Hour 
was  approaching ;  and  furely,  nothing  could  be 
more  terrible 3  for  not  cnly  the  Earth  ftiook, 
and  threatened  to  lay  their  City  in  ruins,  but  the 

1  Salmon  s  Modern  Hijiory,  third  Edition,  Volume  2.  pag.  397. 
It  is  to  be  wondered  at  (fays  Mr.  ChiJhulU  in  his  Letter  to  Dr.  Tur¬ 
ner  from  Smyrna ,  June  13.  1700.  See  his  Travels  in  Turkey ,  &c„ 
publifhed  in  Folio  1747,  p.  176.)  that  thefe  People  (namely  of 
Mejjina )  have  not  yet  registered  an  accident,  of  which  as  to  the 
Faift  our  Englijb  Merchants  were  Eye  witnelfes,  namely,  that  in 
the  late  repeated  Earthquakes  of  Sicily,  in  1693,  the  Tower  of  this 
Cathedral,  which  Hands  at  the  Weft  end,  diftindt  from  the  Body  of 
the  Church,  was  fo  diftorted  by  one  Shock,  that  it  ftood  very 
dangeroufly  in  an  oblique  declining  pofture  ;  but  that  about  a 
Week  afterwards,  another  Shock  reftored  it  to  its  former  true 
perpendicular  fituation. 

Thunder 
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Thunder  and  Lightning  which  happened  at  the 
fame  time,  was  equally  dreadful,  the  Air  being  all 
in  a  Flame  3  however  they  efcaped  much  better, 
than  the  reft  of  the  great  Towns  on  the  fame 
fide  of  the  Ifland. 

At  the  fame  time  in  u  Catanea  near  Mount 
x7EJna  in  Sicily y  was  an  Earthquake,  which  fhook 
the  whole  Ifland 3  and  not  only  that,  but  Naples 
and  Malta  lhared  in  the  Shock.  It  was  impoflible 
for  any  Perfons  in  that  Country  to  keep  on  their 
legs  on  the  dancing  Earth  3  nay  thofe  that  lay  on 
the  ground  were  tolled  from  fide  to  fide,  as  on  a 
rolling  Billow :  High  Walls  leapt  from  their  Foun¬ 
dations,  many  paces. —  Father  Antonio  Serrovita 

being 

u  Pbilofophical  Eranfaftions,  N°  207.  Salmons  Modern  Hijlory, 
Vol  2d.  p.  397.  “  This  Place  was  famous  for  the  piety  of  two 
Brethren  Amphinomus  and  Anapius ,  who  refcued  their  Parents  en¬ 
gaged  by  the  Fire,  and  bare  them  away  on  their  Shoulders.” 
W  hereof  Stilus  It  aliens  y  lib.  13. 

Catine  nimium  ardenti  <vicina  TypbaeOy 
Et  generate  pios  quondam  celeberrima  fratres. 

And  Aufonius ,  Clar .  Urb.  10.  - quis  Catinam  fileat  — 

Hanc  Ambuftorum  fratrum  pietate  celeb  rent. 

See  Sandy's  Travels,  7th  edit.  p.  189. 

xjEtna,  a  Volcano,  or  Burning  Mountain  in  the  Ifland  of  Sicily , 
which  by  its  fiery  Eruptions  and  Earthquakes  has  overturned  feve- 
ral  of  their  Cities  on  the  Eaftern  Coaft  of  the  Ifland.  It  is  (accord¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Salmon ,)  50  Miles  South  Weft  of  MeJJinay  and  20  Miles 
Weft  of  the  City  of  Catanea  ;  from  whence,  the  frit  part  of  the 
way  is  full  of  Towns  and  Villages,  Vineyards  and  Plantations, 
which  are  rendered  fruitful  by  the  Allies  thrown  out  of  the  Volcano; 
beyond  this  the  riling  Grounds  are  planted  with  Vines  and  Fruit¬ 
'd  rees,  intermixed  with  Corn-fields  and  Paftures,  and  the  upper 
part  is  planted  with  Fir-trees ;  and  here  are  Clefts  and  Cracks  in 
the  Earth,  from  whence  iflues  Smoke.  This  Mountain  is  fo  high, 
that  it  is  furrounded  with  a  Circle  of  Snow  towards  the  Top  great 
part  of  the  Year  ;  but  advancing  a  little  farther  we  come  to  the 
Grand  Volcano,  from  whence  there  iflues  Flames  and  Smoke  : 
1  his  is  a  Bafon  or  Cavity  about  fix  Miles  in  circumference,  the 
Sides  whereof  are  crufted  with  Sulphur,  from  whence  there  fome- 
times  iflues  a  pure  Flame,  and  the  Noife  of  this  burning  Pit  is 
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being  on  the  way  to  that  City,  at  the  diftance  of  a 
few  Miles,  he  obfcrved  a  black  Cloud  like  Nighty 
hovering  over  the  City,  and  there  arofe  from  the 
MonGibello  [JEtna]  great  Spires  of  Flame  which 
fpread  all  around  :  The  Sea  on  a  fudden  began  to 
roar,  and  rife  in  Billows  ;  and  there  was  a  Blow,  as 
if  all  the  Artillery  in  the  World  had  been  difcharg- 
ed  at  once  5  the  Sea  retired  from  the  Town  above 
two  Miles ;  the  Birds  flew  about  aftonifhed,  the 
Cattle  in  the  Fields  ran  crying,  &ca  His,  and  his 
Companion’s  Horfes  flopped  fhort,  trembling,  fo 
that  they  were  forced  to  alight.  They  were  no 
fooner  off,  but  they  were  lifted  from  the  Ground: 
He  with  amazement  faw  nothing  but  a  thick 
Cloud  of  Duft  in  the  Air.  The  People  of  the 
Town  ran  to  the  Cathedral  in  the  greateft  con- 
flernation,  to  deprecate  the  Wrath  of  Heaven  5 
but  both  the  Church  and  City  were  overturned 
in  a  moment  5  and  of  1 8914  Inhabitants,  18000 
perifhed  therein :  And  in  the  Earthquakes  in  the  fe- 

inconceivably  dreadful.  This  Mountain  is  much  larger  than  Vefir 
<vius  in  Naples ,  <viz  about  70  Miles  in  Circumference  at  the  bot~ 
tom,  and  the  Eruptions  from  it  have  been  more  frequent  and  more 
terrible  than  thofe  of  Vefu<vius .  See  alfo  a  full  account  of  this  Moun¬ 
tain  in  Kircher.  Mund.  Subterran.  tom.  1 .  p.  200. 

Virgil  gives  the  following  Defcription  of  Mount  &tna° 
iEneid.  3,  571.  &c. 

— -  Sed  horrihcis  juxta  toiiat  ZEtna  ruinis, 

Interdumque  atram  prorumpit  ad  iEthera  nubem. 

Turbine  fumantem  piceo,  et  cadente  favilla : 

Attollitque  globos  flammarum,  et  fidera  lambit: 

Interdum  fcopulos  avulfaque  vifcera  montis 
Erigit  eru&ans,  liquefadaque  faxa  fub  auras 
Cum  gemitu  glomerat,  fundoque  exseftuat  imo., 

Fama  eft,  Enceladi  femiuftum  fulmine  corpus 
Urgeri  mole  hac,  ingentemque  infuppr  JEtnam 
Impcfitam,  ruptis  flammam  exfpirare  caminis ; 

Et  feffum  quoties  mutat  latus,  intremere  omnera 
Murmure  Trinacriam,  et  ccelum  fubtexere  fumo. 
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veral  T  owns  and  Cities  in  Sicily  >x  F  .Burgos  obferves, 
that  near  60000  perifh’d  out  of  254900. 

ccIn  1699/  the  ‘ Tommogon  PorboNata  in  his  go- 
ing  towards  the  Mountains  (about  the  Vungarouje 
and  Batavian  Rivers,)  heard  a  noife  like  unto 
Thunder -y  and  fearing  that  a  linking  down  of  the 
ground,  or  an  eruption  of  Water  would  followJ 
he  flood  flill  with  thofe  that  were  about  him, 
and  faw  afterwards  that  the  Earth  from  the  top 
of  the  Mountains  funk  down y  and  hearing  no  far¬ 
ther  Noife,  he  went  on  his  Journey,  having  in 
going  and  coming  back  fpent  nineteen  days  by  the 
way,  and  felt  forty  times  an  Earthquake :  And 
fince  his  return  from  the  Mountains,  he  felt  the 
like  Shakings  two  hundred  and  eight  times.” 

<c  On  June  19. 1718, z  at  three  in  the  Morning, 
fome  flight  Shocks  of  an  Earthquake  were  felt 
at  Sin-gan-fony  the  Capital  of  the  Province  of 
Xenfi ;  but  they  did  little  damage.  The  fame 
happened  at  feven  o’  Clock  at  Nzng-bai,  where 
the  Shocks  were  neither  long  nor  terrible  5  but  at 
the  fame  time  it  was  more  rough  at  LancheElon  ; 
the  South  Gate  whereof  fell,  as  did  the  Walls 
of  feveral  fmall  Towns.  At  Voting  Ningtchin 
the  Mountains  in  the  North  were  thrown  to 
the  South,  though  there  was  a  Plain  between  of 
above  two  Leagues.  That  large  Borough  was  en¬ 
tirely  fwallowed  up,  without  leaving  any  mark 
either  of  Men,  Houfes,  or  Animals :  Northward 
of  the  Town  of  Pong-ouei^  the  Earth  opened,  the 
Mountains  fell  \  and  falling,  rolled  upon  the 
Town,  entering  by  the  North  fide,  and  pafling 

*  Philofopbical  Pranfaftiom,  Numb.  2C2.  *  Ibid.  ^264. 

Hijlorical  and  Political  Mercury  for  the  Month  of  Augujl  1720 . 

E  to 
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to  the  South ;  fo  that  in  the  twir  kling  of  an  Eye 
the  whole  Town  was  overwhelmed  :  The  Plain 
rofe  in  the  Waves,  to  the  height  of  fix  Fathoms, 
or  more  ;  the  Houfes,  publick  Granaries,  Trea- 
fury,  Prifons,  Prifoners,  were  all  buried  under 
Ground  :  Of  the  Governor  Hoang's  whole  Fa¬ 
mily,  only  Himfelf,  a  Son,  and  a  Valet,  efcaped  ; 
and  in  general,  fcarce  three  Perfons  in  ten  were 
faved.  At  cTing-min-chin ,  from  three  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing  till  eleven,  the  Earth  trembled,  the  publick 
Buildings  and  Walls  to  the  South  were  thrown 
down  :  About  half  of  the  Mount  Outai  fell  to¬ 
wards  the  South,  and  killed  or  wounded  a  great 
number  of  Men  and  Animals.  On  July  9,  a  vio¬ 
lent  Shock  threw  down  the  Walls,  and  Houfes 
of  Roie-ning :  In  fhort,  there  is  hardly  a  Place 
in  the  Province,  that  is  not  the  worfe  for  thefe 
Earthquakes.’  ’ 

In  the  Kingdom  of  Sicily,  in  the  City  of  Pa - 
lermo ,  in  the  year  1726/  on  the  fecond  of  Septem¬ 
ber  between  ten  and  eleven  at  Night,  fome  Shocks 
of  an  Earthquake  were  felt,  which  at  fir  ft  were 
not  very  violent ;  but  foon  increafing,  it  continued 
with  great  violence  for  the  fpace  of  24  or  25  Mi¬ 
nutes  ;  by  which  moft  of  the  City,  and  a  fourth 
part  of  the  Ploufes  were  overturned,  and  entirely 
ruined.  In  the  Ward  of  Saint  Clara ,  a  whole 
Street  gaped  on  a  hidden  with  a  dreadful  Noife; 
from  whence  broke  out  Flames  mix’d  with  cal¬ 
cined  Stones,  and  a  Torrent  of  Burning  Sulphur  ; 
which  in  lefs  than  half  an  Hour,  reduced  the 
whole  Ward  to  Afhes.  The  People  fled  from  the 

S alrrm  s  Modern  Hiftary,  vol.  2d.  in  fol.  p.  398. 

City 
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City  into  the  Fields,  notwithffandlng  they  were 
encouraged  by  the  Governor  to  ftay,  and  extin- 
guifh  the  Flames  of  the  burning  City.  It  is  com¬ 
puted  that  fix  thoufand  Perfons  were  buried  in  the 
Ruin,  befides  thofe  who  perifhed  in  the  Ward  of 
Saint  Clara .  It  was  obferved  that  the  Air  was  then 
extreme  fultry  and  hot.  —  Several  days  after  the 
Earthquake,  the  People  feemed  to  be  extremely 
humble  and  penitent,  going  in  Proceflion  every 
hour  of  the  day,  with  Scourges  in  their  hands 
to  difcipline  themfelves;  The  Ladies  dreffed  in 
Mourning  with  Crowns  of  Thorns,  and  lafhed 
themfelves  till  the  Blood  followed  5  and  it  was  ge¬ 
nerally  apprehended,  that  this  Calamity  was  a  Mark 
of  God’s  Vengeance  for  the  extravagance  of  the 
Inhabitants  ;  becaufe  no  other  parts  of  the  King¬ 
dom  ten  Miles  diflant  from  the  City,  fuffered. 

But  one  of  the  moft  dreadful  Earthquakes  we 
have  heard  of,  was  that  of  *Lima\  of  which 
it  may  be  truly  affirmed,  that  fcarce  any  ever 

broke 

*  Lima  the  Capital  of  Peru ,  (See  Salmon  s  Mod.  Hijl,  Fol.  Vol. 
3.  pag.  316.)  is  in  12  Degrees  and  a  half  South  Latitude,  on  the 
Banks  of  a  River  about  fix  Miles  from  the  South  Sea ,  and  as  much 
from  the  I  (land  and  Harbour  of  Callao  ;  it  was  built  by  Pizarro ,  one 
of  the  King  of  Spain  s  Generals,  in  the  Year  1334.  He  gave  it  the 
name  of  Ci<vidad  les  Reges ,  or  the  City  of  Kings  ;  but  this  name 
is  now  difufed,  and  the  City  is  called  by  the  name  of  Lima ,  from 
the  Valley  wherein  it  hands.  It  was  built  after  the  Spanijh  Model, 
a  large  Square  in  the  middle,  and  wide  regular  Streets  centering  in 
the  Square ;  fo  that  from  every  Corner  of  the  Streets,  the  whole 
Town,  and  neighbouring  Fields  may  be  feen.  On  the  North 
lays  the  River,  from  whence  Canals  were  cut,  for  watering  their 
Lands,  and  fupplying  their  Houfes  with  Water.  They  have  nei¬ 
ther  Rains  nor  Storms  to  difturb  them  on  this  Coaft  :  Their 
Vineyards  and  Fields  are  watered  by  Rivulets  which  defcend  from 
the  Mountains  of  the  Andes  ;  and  their  Fruits  will  ripen  at  any 
time  of  the  Year  if  the  Waters  are  turned  into  them.  But  their 

e  2  Earth- 
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broke  out  with  fuch  aftoniftiing  violence,  or 
hath  been  attended  with  greater  Deftru£tion.  — - 
The  Earthquake  began,  (according  to  an  account 
faid  to  be  taken  from  an  authentick  Narrative 
publifhed  at  Madrid , )  upon  October  27 ;  but  in  an¬ 
other  account,  intitled,  A  true  and  particular 
Uijlory  of  Earthquakes ,  publifhed  1748,  p.  29.  ’tis 
obferved,  that  it  began  about  Ten  o’  clock  in  the 
Night  of  the  the  28th  of  QBober  1746.  The 
Deftruftion  did  not  fo  much  as  give  time  for 
Flight ;  for,  at  one  and  the  fame  Inftant,  aim  oft, 
the  Noife,  and  the  Shock,  and  the  Ruin  were 
perceived  together  ;  fo  that  in  the  fpace  of  four 
Minutes  (during  which  the  greateft  force  of  the 
Earthquake  lafted,)  fome  found  themfelves  buried 
under  the  Ruins  of  the  falling  Houfes ;  and  o- 
thers  crulhed  to  Death  in  the  Streets  by  the 
tumbling  of  the  Walls,  which,  as  they  ran  here 

and 


Earthquakes  are  very  terrible  ;  the  City  was  almoft  overturned  by 
them  in  the  Years  1 5 86  and  1687.  They  would  be  very  happy,  if  it 
were  not  for  fuch  Shocks;  for  the  adjacent  Country  is  a  perfect  Pa 
:radife,?pr0^uc^ng  Plenty  of  Corn,  Wine,  Oil,  Sugar,  Flax,  and  Fruits  1 
and  the  Heat  of  the  Climate  is  conftantly  moderated  by  cool  Sea- 
Breezes,  or  the  Land  Winds  from  the  Mountains  of  the  Andes . 

The  Eaft  fide  of  the  City  (  Hiftory  of  Earthquakes ,  pag.  1 3 . 
publifhed  1748,)  is  taken  up  by  the  Cathedral,  and  the  Palace  of 
the  Archbiihop ;  the  Weft  by  the  Council  Houfe,  the  Court  of 
fuftice,  the  Prifon,  and  the  Guard  Chamber,  with  an  uniform  row 
of  Porticos  and  Shops. 

The  principal  Street  of  this  place  is  near  a  League  in  length, 
and  terminates  near  a  Walk  of  five  Rows  of  Orange  Trees  about 
400  yards  long  ;  about  the  Middle  of  it  is  a  Chapel  called  the  In¬ 
vocation  of  Saint  Liherata ,  built  in  the  Year  1 7 1 1 ,  in  a  place 
where  the  Pix,  (a  Box,  or  Cup,  wherein  the  Hoft  or  confecrated 
Wafers  are  kept,)  which  had  been  ftollen  from  the  Cathedral,  and 
buried  under  a  Tree,  was  found. 

There  are  few  Houfes  in  Lima  of  two  Stories,  except  thofe  in 
the  great  Square  ;  the  feveral  Earthquakes  having  taught  the  In¬ 
habitants,  that  the  magnificent  Buildings  railed  by  the  firft  Foun¬ 
ders  of  the  City,  fervedfor  no  other  ufes  bat  as  Sepulchres  to  their 

Anceftors, 


of  Earthquakes .  37 

and  there,  fell  upon  them :  However  the  greateft 
part  of  them  happened  to  be  preferved  either  in 
the  hollow  Places  which  the  Ruins  had  left,  or 
on  the  top  of  the  very  Ruins  themfelves,  with¬ 
out  knowing  how  they  got  thither.  The  Earth 
flruck  againft  the  Edifices  with  fuch  violence, 
that  every  Shock  beat  down  great  part  of  them  ; 
and  thefe  tearing  with  them  vafl  weights  in  their 
Fall,  efpecially  the  Churches  and  other  lofty 
Buildings,  compleated  the  Deftru&ion  of  every 
thing  they  met  with,  even  of  what  the  Earth¬ 
quake  had  fpared.  The  Shocks  though  inftanta- 
neous,  were  fucceffive  ;  and  at  intervals,  Men 
were  tranfported  from  one  place  to  another ; 
which  wras  the  means  of  fafety  to  fome,  whilft 
the  impoflibility  of  moving  preferved  others.  No 
relation  whatever  is  capable  of  conveying  to  the 
Mind  an  idea  of  the  Horror,  with  which  the 

light 

Anceftors.  However,  the  dread  of  Earthquakes  has  not  hinder¬ 
ed  them  from  building  many  fine  Churches,  and  high  Steeples; 
the  Arches  are  made  of  Timber  and  Cane  work,  but  fo  well 
difguifed,  that  few  can  difcover  what  the  Materials  are.  The 
Walls  of  the  greater  Structures  are  of  burnt,  the  leffer  of  unburnt 
Bricks.  Duret  obferves,  that  fome  of  the  Houfes  are  very  magni¬ 
ficent,  being  80  Foot  in  Front,  and  twice  as  much  in  Depth.  The 
Entrance  into  them  is  through  a  handfome  Gate  into  a  large  Court ; 
in  the  middle  of  which  Court,  is  another  Gate,  from  whence 
there  is  a  ProfpeCt  of  the  Fountains  of  the  Garden. 

The  Walls  of  the  City  were  between  18  and  25  Foot  high, 
and  Nine  in  Thicknefs  at  the  Co>  don.  (N.  B.  A  Cordon,  in  Fortifica¬ 
tion  is  a  Stone  Work  jutting  out  between  the  Ramparts  and  the 
Bafil  of  the  Parapet :  It  goes  quite  round  the  Fortification.)  So 
that  in  the  whole  compafs  of  the  Town,  there  is  no  one  place 
broad  enough  to  mount  a  Canon. 

The  Spanijh  Families  in  Lima  amount  to  about  8  or  9  thoufand 
Whites,  the  reft  being  generally  Alulattoes,  Blacks,  and  fome  In¬ 
dians.  The  Inhabitants  in  number  are  about  25  or  thirty  Thou¬ 
fand,  including  the  Friars  and  Nuns,  which  take  up  at  leaf!  a 
quarter  of  the  City. 

Beth 
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fight  of  thefe  Ruins  mini:  {trike  the  Beholders  $ 
the  effects  of  this  furpriiing  Convulfion  of  the 
Earth  being  fuch,  that  before  the  clofe  of  Night, 
there  was  not  a  Angle  Houfe  in  the  City  that  had 
not  fuffered  more  or  lefs :  The  two  fine  Towers  of 
the  Cathedral  were  thrown  down,  the  Monafte- 
ry  of  the  Auguftines  lay  ftretched  in  ruins,  and 
almoft  every  other  Convent  in  the  City  was  fo 
much  damaged,  as  to  be  no  longer  habitable. 
The  Arch  of  a  Bridge,  upon  which  {food  the 
Statue  of  Philip  the  fifth,  was  crumbled  to  pie¬ 
ces  ;  and  it  is  thought  by  fome,  that  the  number 
of  Perfons  who  perifhed,  could  not  be  lefs  than 
5000.  [The  Author  of  the  "True  Hiftory  of  Earth- 
quakes ,  p.  32,  fays,  that  it  does  not  appear  from 
the  Lift  taken  of  the  Dead,  that  the  Numbers 
had  amounted  to  much  more  than  1 14 1  Perfons,] 

On 

Both  Sexes  are  very  inclinable  to  be  coftly  in  their  Drefs,  the 
Ladies  efpecially,  to  the  ruin  of  both  their  Hulbands  and  Gallants. 
Frezier  obferves,  that  he  faw  Ladies  there,  who  had  about  them 
above  the  Value  of  60,000  pieces  of  Eight  in  Jewels. 

To  give  fome  idea  of  the  great  Wealth  of  this  City,  we  need 
only  mention  the  (Mentation  of  the  Merchants,  who  in  the  Year 
1682,  when  the  Duke  of  Plata  made  his  entry  as  Viceroy,  caufed 
the  Streets  called  de  la  Merced ,  or  of  Mercy ,  and  de  los  Mecadoces , 
extending  through  two  of  the  Quarters  (along  which  he  was  to 
pafs  to  the  Palace)  to  be  paved  with  Ingots  of  Silver,  that  had  paid 
the  Fifth  to  the  King;  the  whole  about  80  Millions  of  Crowns. 
{N.B.  An  Ingot  generally  weighs  200  Marks,  of  eight  Ounces 
each,  and  are  between  12  and  15  Inches  long,  4  or  5  in  breadth* 
arid  2  or  3  in  thicknefs.) 

Lima  is  in  fome  fort,  the  Repofitory  of  the  Treafures  of  Peru; 
and  it  was  computed  fome  Years  ago,  that  about  fix  Millions  of 
Crowns  were  annually  expended  there. 

Mis  the  ufual  Refidence  of  the  Viceroy  of  Pern ,  who  is  no  lefs 
abfolute  than  the  King  of  Spain ,  whom  he  reprefents,  being  Go¬ 
vernor  and  Captain  General  of  all  the  Kingdoms  and  Provinces 
of  that  part  of  the  New  World . 

His  ufual  Guard  is  compofed  of  a  company  of  Halberdiers,  a 
Troop  of  Horfe,  and  a  Company  of  Foot, 

It 
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On  tine  29th  of  OBober,  they  felt,  between  Nine 
ir  the  Morning  and  Twelve,  no  lefs  than  fixty 
Shocks,  of  which  fomc  were  very  violent 3  and 
if  there  had  been  any  Houfes  handing,  would 
have  ^one  a  great  deal  of  mifchief.  On  the  30th, 
the  returns  of  the  Earthquake  were  fo  frequent, 
from  Morning  till  Night,  that  no  exadt  account 
of  them  could  be  obtained.  From  OB.  3  1,  to  Nov. 
10,  the  Shocks  were  very  frequent,  attended  by 
a  low  g’umblingNoiie  in  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth, 
fo  hideous  and  terrible,  that  words  are  wanting  to 
delcribe  it. — Betides  the  fumptuous  Palaces,  and 
private  Houles,  74  Churches,  14  Monafteries, 
and  14  or  15  Hofpitals,  were  intirely  deftroyed 
on  this  occafion  ;  all  the  Treafure  of  that  magni¬ 
ficent  City  was  buried  in  its  Ruins ;  and  the  Gold 
and  Silver  Furniture,  and  the  Jewels  that  were 
lolt,  were  accounted  ineftimable. 

It  is  laid  that  upon  an  Emergency,  the  Viceroy  can  raife  100,000 
Foot,  and  20,000  Horle,  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  Kingdom. 

In  Lima  are  leveral  Courts  of  Juftice;  but  the  moft  remarka¬ 
ble  one  is  that  of  the  lnquiJition>  which  was  fettled  there  in 
the  Year  1569.  It’s  Jurifdidtion  extends  through  all  the  Spanijh 
South  America  ;  and  there  are  Three  fuperior  Judges  of  this  Ini¬ 
quitous  Court,  who  have  Salaries  of  3000  pieces  of  Eight  each. 

The  Univer!  ty  of  that  place,  w'as  founded  by  the  Emperor 
Charles  the  Fifth,  in  the  Year  1525,  under  the  Title  of  Saint 
Mark ,  to  which  feveral  great  Privileges  were  granted  at  the  time 
of  its  Foundation ;  which  were  confirmed  by  the  Popes  Paul  the 
Third,  and  Pius  the  Fifth,  who  to  enlarge  them,  in  1572  incor¬ 
porated  it  into  that  of  Salamanca. 

The  iVIonatleries,  before  the  Earthquake,  were  above  Twenty  in 
number,  and  the  Nunneries  Twelve,  which  contained  about  4000 
Nuns.  'I'o  which  we  may  add  a  Houle  founded  by  the  Bifhop  of 
* Toribio  for  Women  divorced  :  It  is  incredible,  fays  Frezier,  to  what 
an  e  cels  that  abufe  has  been  carried  ;  there  are  People  daily  un¬ 
married,  with  as  much  eafe,  as  if  Marriage  was  nothing  but  a  civil 
Contract  upon  a  bare  complaint  of  Mifunderftanding,  Want  of 

Health,  or  content  of  Mind. - Thefe  were  the  moll:  memorable 

s  in  that  famous  City,  before  the  late  deplorable  Earth- 
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On  the  fame  Day  that  Lima  fuffered  fo  much3 
it  fared  a  great  deal  worfe  with  3  Callao ,  a  Sea 
Port  Town  within  Two  Leagues  of  Lima.  bIts 
Port  and  Garrifon  were  intirely  deftroyed,  fcarce 
any  Marks  of  its  former  Situation  remaining: 
Some  few  Towers  indeed,  and  the  Strength  of 
its  wills  endur'd  for  fome  time  the  force  of  the 
Earthquake.  But  fcarcely  had  the  Inhabitants 
recover'd  from  their  firft  Fright,  which  the 
dreadful  Ruin  of  the  Earthquake  had  occafion- 
ed,  when  fuddenly  the  Sea  began  to  fwell  3  and 
rofe  to  fuch  a  prodigious  degree,  that  in  falling 
from  the  height  it  had  attain'd,  although  Callao 
flood  above  it  on  an  Eminence,  it  rufh'd  for-* 
ward  with  great  Fury,  and  overflow’d  its  ufuai 
Bounds  with  fo  great  a  Deluge,  that  the  greatefl; 
part  of  the  Ships  at  Anchor  in  the  Port  were 
founder'd ;  and  lifting  the  reft  above  the  height 
of  the  Walls  and  Towers,  drove  them,  and  left 
them  on  dry  Ground  far  beyond  the  Town:  At 
the  fame  time  it  tore  up  by  the  very  Foundation  all 
the  Buildings  and  Houfes  that  were  left  in  it,  ex¬ 
cepting  the  two  grand  Gates,  and  fome  Fragments 
of  the  Walls  themfelves.— In  this  dreadful  Flood  , 

a  Callao ,  a  Sea-Port  Town  to  Lima,  was  defended  by  a  ftrong 
Caftle  ,that  had  yoBrafs  Guns  mounted  on  the  Walls;  clofe  under 
which  was  the  Place  where  Ships  anchor’d  in  hx  Fathom  Water.— 
The  Armadilla ,  or  Little  Armada ,  fails  ufually  from  hence  to 
Arica ,  where  moil:  of  the  Silver  and  Gold  of  Peru  is  embarked  on. 
board  this  Fleet  :  And  returning  to  Callao  the  latter  end  of  March,, 
the  fame  Treafure  is  tranfported  the  Month  of  May  to  Panama ; 
and  from  thence  by  Land  Carriage  conveyed  to  Porto  Bello .  It  is 
a  Barren  Ifland,  two  Leagues  in  length,  that  has  neither  frelh 
Water,  Wood,  or  any  green  thing  upon  it.  See  Salmon' s  Mod.  Hijl 
pag.  267. 

\  See  True  and  Particular  Hi/lory  of  Earthquakes f  pag.  38k 
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were  drown’d  almoft  all  the  Inhabitants,  who  at 
that  time  amounted  to  about  5000  Perfons,  of  all 
ages  and  Sexes ;  according  to  the  mod  exad  Calcu¬ 
lations  that  could  be  made.  Some  who  were  able  to 
lay  hold  of  any  Pieces  of  Timber  which  the  Wreck 
afforded,  floated  for  fome  time  and  kept  them- 
felves  above  the  Waves :  But  thofe  Fragments 
which  offer’d  them  affiftance  at  firfl  in  their  Di- 
ftrefs,  proved,  by  their  multitude,  the  greateft 
occafion  of  their  Deftrudion ;  becaule  wanting 
room  to  move  in,  they  were  continually  ftriking 
againft  each  other,  through  the  violent  Agitation 
of  the  Water ;  and  fo  beat  off  thofe  who  had  clung 
to  them. —  By  fome  who  were  fo  happy  as  to  fave 
themfelves,  (amounting  at  mod  to  200,)  it  has 
been  related,  that  the  Waves  in  their  Retreat 
encountering  one  another,  by  means  of  the  Ob- 
ftacles  which  the  Waters  met  with,  furrounded 
the  whole  Town,  without  leaving  any  means  for 
prefervation  and  that  in  the  Intervals,  when 

the  Violence  of  the  Inundation  was  a  little  abated 

\ 

by  the  retiring  of  the  Sea,  there  were  heard 
the  moft  lamentable  Outcries  of  the  w’retched 
Inhabitants  in  their  Diflrefs.  It  will  not  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  conceive  the  Confuflon  and  Streights, 
which  thofe  miferable  People  found  themfelves 
in  ;  when  we  confider,  that  they  only  preferv’d 
their  Lives  from  each  prefent  impetuous  Torrent 
of  the  Sea,  in  order  to  prolong  the  dreadful  Af~ 
flidion,  which  the  apprehenfion  of  inevitably 
lofing  them  at  the  return  of  the  next  over¬ 
whelming  Wave,  mod  infallibly  have  occafion’d. 
—  Witn^ffes  likewile  of  this  account,  are  thofe, 
who  being  on  board  the  Ships  at  the  time,  when 
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by  the  great  Elevation  of  the  Sea  they  were  carried 
over  the  Town,  had  the  opportunity  of  efcaping 
unhurt.  —  Of  23  Ships  that  rode  in  the  Harbour, 
4  were  ftranded,  and  all  the  reft  founder’d.  The 
whole  Treafure  of  the  Place,  and  the  Provifions 
and  Munitions  of  War  belonging  to  the  King  of 
Spain ,  and  kept  in  the  Royal  Store-Houfes  and  Ma¬ 
gazines,  were  entirely  fwallowed  up.  The  Sea  im¬ 
mediately  threw  up  not  only  the  dead  Bodies,  but 
great  quantities  of  the  Goods,  and  other  valuable 
Effeds,  which  had  been  fet  adrift  by  the  feveral 
Wrecks,  and  Inundation  of  the  City :  Of  which 
they  fent  word  from  Callao ,  and  the  Villages  along 
its  Coafts,  to  Lima ;  and  at  the  fame  time  gave 
notice,  that  the  Shores  were  throng’d  with  a  great 
Concourfe  of  People,  whom  the  defire  of a  Plun¬ 
der  had  brought  together.  Upon  which  the  Vice¬ 
roy  of  Luna  (who  aded  in  every  inftance  like  a 
Chriftian  Hero,  during  the  dreadful  Calamity) 
gave  orders  to  the  Corregidor  to  go  with  a  great 
number  of  Soldiers  to  the  Villages  of  Mifajlores 
and  Chorillos,  to  caufe  all  fuch  Bodies  as  he  fhould 
meet  with  along  the  Coaft  to  be  interred,  and  to 
fecure  all  the  Goods  which  the  Sea  was  continu¬ 
ally  calling  up  ;  giving  orders  at  the  fame  time  to 
the  Town  Major  of  Callao  to  take  the  propereft 
meafures  to  prevent  the  Embezzlement  of  fuch 
Effeds,  in  order  to  reftore  them  to  thofe  whofe 
Property  they  Ihould  appear  to  be:  And  to  caufe 

a  Tis  obferv’d,  Hijlory  of  Earthquakes ,  p.  60.  That  in  the  Day  in 
which  the  Earthquake  at  Port- Royal  happen’d*  as  foon  as  night 
came  on,  a  company  of  Rogues,  call’d  Privateers,  fell  to  break 
open  Warehoufes  and  Houfes  deferted,  to  rob  and  rifle  their  Neigh¬ 
bours,  whilfl  the  Earth  trembled  under  them,,  and  the  Houfes  fell 
ipon  fome  of  them  in  the  adb 
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a  Proclamation  to  be  ifliied,  making  it  Death  for 
any  body  to  purloin  the  lead  Trifle  belonging  to 
them.  And  to  enforce  this  Edi£t,  two  Gibbets 
were  immediately  eredfed  at  Lima ,  and  two  others 
at  Callao ;  that  by  the  fight  of  thefe  Engines  of 
Punifhment,  all  evil-minded  Perfons  might  be 
deterr’d  from  fecreting,  and  not  difcovering  thofe 
Goods  they  had  pick’d  up. 

§^P.S.  The  Earthquake  that  happen’d  at  Antioch 
in  the  year  1 1  5,  has  already  been  mention’d  in  its 
Chronological  Order  in  page  9  ;  it  may  not  be  amifs 
to  add  here  fome  of  the  principal  circumftances 
relating  to  that  dreadful  Calamity,  as  they  are  re¬ 
lated  by  the  Authors  of  the  Univerfal  Hiflory , 
vol.xv,  p.  138.  8YO  edit.  —  The  Emperor  Trajan 
being  at  that  time  in  Antioch ,  the  City  was 
crowded  with  Troops,  and  Strangers  from  all 
Quarters  come  either  out  of  Curiofity,  or  upon 
Bufinefs  and  Embaflies;  fo  that  there  was  fcarce 
a  Nation  or  Province,  but  what  had  a  lhare  in 
the  Calamity ;  and  all  the  Roman  World,  as  Dio 
CaJJiuz  obferves,  may  be  faid  to  have  fuffer’d  in 
one  City.  The  Earthquake  was  preceded  by  vio¬ 
lent  Claps  of  Thunder,  unufual  Winds,  and  a 
dreadful  Noife  under  Ground:  Then  followed  fo 
terrible  a  Shock,  that  the  Earth  all  trembled,  fe- 
vcral  Houfes  were  overturn’d,  and  others  tofledto 
and  fro  like  a  Ship  in  the  Sea:  The  Noife  of  the 
cracking  and  burfling  of  the  Timber,  of  the  fall¬ 
ing  of  the  Houfes,  and  a  difmal,  loud  Roaring 
under-ground,  drowned  the  Cries  and  Shrieks  of 
the  difmayed  People.  Thofe  who  happened  to  be 
in  their  Houfes,  were,  for  the  molt  part,  buried 

f  2  under 


44  An  Hiftorical  Account ,  &c. 

under  their  Ruins ;  fuch  as  were  walking  in  the 
Steeets  and  Squares,  were,  by  the  Violence  of  the 
Shock,  dafhed  againft  one  another,  and  mod  of 
them  either  killed,  or  dangeroufly  wounded.  As 
the  Earthquake  continued,  with  fome  fmall  Inter- 
million,  for  feveral  Days  and  Nights  together, 
many  thoufands  perifh’d  by  it ;  and  among  the 
reft,  the  Conful  M.  Pedo  Vergilianus ,  with  many 
other  Perfons  of  great  Diftin&ion.  The  moft  vio¬ 
lent  Shock  of  all,  was  on  a  Sunday ,  the  23d  of 
December .  Prajan  himfelf  was  much  hurt  by  it, 
but  neverthelefs  efcaped  through  a  Window  out 
of  the  Houfe  where  he  was.  Dio  Cajfius  men¬ 
tions,  that  Mount  Lifon ,  which  ftood  at  a*  fmall 
diftance  from  Antioch ,  bowed  with  its  Top,  and 
threatned  to  fall  down  upon  the  City  ;  that  other 
Mountains  did  actually  fall,  that  new  Rivers  ap- 
peared,  and  thofe  which  had  flowed  before,  for- 
fook  their  Courfe  and  quite  vanished.  When  the 
Earthquake  cealed,  the  Voice  of  a  Woman  was 
heard  crying  under  the  Ruins;  which  being  im¬ 
mediately  removed,  (he  was  found  with  a  fucking 
Child  in  her  Arms,  whom  fhe  had  kept  alive,  as 
well  as  herfelf,  with  her  Milk.  Search  was  made 
for  others ;  but  no  one  befides  was  found  alive, 
except  a  Child,  that  was  ft  ill  fucking  its  dead 
Mother.  This  dreadful  Earthquake  is  mentioned 
by  various  Authors,  who  all  fpeak  of  it  as  one  of 
the  greateft  Calamities  recorded  in  Hiftory. 
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APPENDIX, 

CONTAINING 

A  diftindt  Series  of  thofe  Earthquakes 
that  have  been  felt  in  England ,  from 
the  Year  974,  to  1750. 

IN  the  year  974, a  was  a  terrible  Earthquake 
over  the  whole  Kingdom  of  . 'England , 

In  the  year  1048,  b  in  the  Reign  of  Edward 
the  Confejjbr ,  there  was  an  Earthquake  at  Wor- 
cejier ,  Darby ,  and  in  feveral  ocher  Places  of  the 
Kingdom  ;  and  a  Mortality  amongft  Men  and 
Cattle  immediately  enfued  in  many  Counties,  at¬ 
tended  with  other  remarkable  Accidents. 

In  the  year  1076,°  the  Fifteenth  year  of  the 
Reign  of  JVilliam  the  Conqueror ,  on  the  fixth  of 
April  was  a  terrible  Earthquake  which  (hook  the 
Ground  very  much. 

In  the  year  1081/  was  an  Earthquake  attend¬ 
ed  with  remarkable  Noifes  and  Groans  from  the 
Bowrels  of  the  Earth. 

*  Simeonis  Dunelrnenjis  Hifor.  de  Rebus  gejlis  Anglorum.  vid.  1  lifer. 
Anglican.  Script  or.  X.  per  Tavyfden,  Col.  I  rf. 

0  Simeon.  Dunelmenf.  Hi  for.  Col.  I  38  Chronic.  Johann  u  Bromfon. 
vid.  X.Scriptor.  Col. 939. 

c  Speed's  Hifory  of  Great  Britain ,  edit.  1613.  p.421. 

d  A.  D.  1081,  F actus  eft  Terras  motus  magnus,  cum  gravi  mugl- 
tu,  prima  nod  s  hora,  fexto  kalend.  Aprilis.  Matth&i  Paris  Hif. 
Angl>  p-  1 4'  Pd.  1571.  Flor.  Hif.  Matth.  IVeflmon.  p.  228. 
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In  the  fecond  of  Wil Ham  Rufus ,  1089/  was 
likewife  a  dreadful  Earthquake  throughout  the 
Kingdom,  in  which  the  Houles  were  fhaken  in  a 
remarkable  manner;  a  fcarcity  of  Fruits  infued, 
and  the  Harveft  was  not  finilh’d  till  November  30. 

In  the  year  1110/  in  the  Reign  of  King  Henry 
the  Firft,  was  a  dreadful  Earthquake  at  Shrewsbu¬ 
ry  >  and  Nottingham ,  which  continued  from  Mor¬ 
ning  till  Night;  at  which  time  the  River  T’rent  was 
fo  low  at  Nottingham ,  that  People  walked  over  ite 

In  the  year  1 1  i9,s  was  an  Earthquake  in  di¬ 
vers  Parts  of  the  Kingdom. 

In  the  year  1 1 3  3  ,h  in  the  Month  of  Auguft \  was 
an  Earthquake  in  many  Parts  of  the  Kingdom. 

In  the  year  1142/  an  Earthquake  was  heard 
three  times  in  the  City  of  Lincoln,  in  one  day. 

In  the  year  1158^  there  was  an  Earthquake  in 
many  Parts  of  the  Kingdom ;  the  River  Thames 
was  dry  at  London ,  and  People  walk'd  over  it. 


®  Fadus  eft  Terrae  motus  g°  Id.  AuguJH  (1089)  unde  totam  ter¬ 
rain  tremor  invaflt;  cernebantur  namque  asdificia  refilire  eminus,  et 
jnox  priftino  modo  refidere  :  Secuta  eft  inopia  fructuum,  tarda  ma- 
turitas  frugum,  ita  ut  ad  Feftum  Sanfti  Andre#  vix  mefies  reconde- 
rentur  in  horreis.  Annal.  de  Margan.  Hijlor.  Anglican.  Scriptor.  quin- 
que ,  Vol.  1.  p.  2.  Simeonis  Dunelmens.  Hijlor.  col.  215. 

f  Anno  iiio,  Terras  motus  Scrobejberi #  maximus;  fluvius  qui 
‘Trent a  dicitur,  apud  Snotingbam  a  mane  ufque  ad  horam  diei  ter- 
tiam,  fpatio  unius  onilliarii  exiccatus,  ita  ut  homines  flcco  veftigio 
per  alveum  incederent.  Simeonis  Dunelm.  Hijlor.  X.  Scriptor.  Col.  231. 
apud  Salopians  Cbrokicon  Henrici  de  Knyghton .  X  Scriptor.  col.  2379. 

£  Simeonis  Dunelmenf.  Hijl.  de  Reb.  gejl .  Angl.  X.  Script .  Col.  240. 

Simeon .  Dunelm .  Col.  263. 

5  Anno  1 142,  auditus  autem  fuerat  ter  Terras  motus  in  eadem  civi- 
rate,  ( Lincolnia )  infra  Natale  Dom.  Sim.  Dunelm .  Hijl.  Col.  268. 

k  AnnoGratias  U58,Terrae  motus  fadus  eft  pluribus  in  locis  per 
Angham ,  et  fluvius  Thatniji #  apud  Londinium  deficcata  eft,  ut  fleets 
pedibus  tranfiretur,  Cbron ►  Ger<v.  Dorob .  X.  Script .  Col.  1380. 
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In  the  year  1 165,1  was  an  Earthquake  in  Eng¬ 
land,  which  happen’d  upon  the  Converfion  of 
St.  Pauly  in  the  Night  time. 

In  the  year  1 179,™  at  Oxenhall  near  Darlington 
in  the  County  of  Durhaniy  was  a  very  remarkable 
Earthquake;  where  the  Ground  was  railed  to  an 
incredible  height,  from  Nine  o’clock  in  the  Mor¬ 
ning  till  Sun-fet;  and  then  fubfided  with  a  dread¬ 
ful  Noife,  which  terrified  People  fo  much,  that 
fome  died  in  the  Fright;  and  made  a  deep  Pit, 
which  is  to  be  feen  to  this  day. 

In  the  year  1185,”  in  the  Northern  Parts  of 
England  was  an  Earthquake,  which  in  fome  Places 
demolifh’d  Houfes. 

In  the  year  1 199,°  was  an  Earthquake  princi¬ 
pally  in  the  County  of  Somcrfet ;  by  the  Violence 
of  which  feveral  were  thrown  down  upon  the 
Ground. 

In  the  year  1246,  (or  1 248/  according  to  *Fa- 
byan)  in  the  Reign  of  King  Henry  the  Third,  there 
happen’d  fo  great  an  Earthquake  in  England ,  that 


1  Chronic.  Ger<vafii  Dorobernens .  X .  Scriptor.  col  1398. 
m  Anno  Dom.  1 1  79,  infra  Natale  Domini  contigit  in  Anglia  apud 
Oxerhale ,  quoddam  mirabile  a  feculo  in^uditum,  fciiicet,  quod  in 
ipfii  Domini  Hutonis  Duhelmenjis  Epiicopi  cultura,  terra  fe  in  al- 
tum  ita  vehementcr  tlevavit.  quod  fummib’  montium  cacuminibus 
obasquaretur,  et  ita  quod  fuper  alta  templorum  pinnacula  emineret, 
et  ilia  altitudo  ab  hora  Diei  nona,  ufque  ad  occafum  folis  immo- 
bilis  permanht  Sole  vero  occidente  cum  tam  horribili  ftrepitu  cedi- 
dit,  quod  omnes  cumulum  ilium  videntes,  et  ftrepitum  cafus  illius 
audier.tes  perterruit;  unde  multi  timore  illo  obierunt :  nam  tcllus 
eum  abiorbuit,  et  puteum  profund’ffimum  ibidem  fecit,  qui  ufque 
hodiernum  diem  patet.  Cbronicon  'Jobannis  Brompton.  Script.  X , 
Col.  l  138.  1  139.  See  Camden's  Britannia. 

n  Ymagin.  Hijioriar.  a  R adu<fo  de  Dice  to  \  X.  Scriptor.  Col.  628. 

0  Ymi^in.  H  fioriar.  Ridulfi  de  Diceto ,  col.  709. 

*  Hi  den's  Pohchroniccn ,  tranflated  by  Trcviza,  fol.  320.  *Faly- 
arii  Chronicle,  vol.  2.  fol.  25.  edit.  1516. 
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the  like  had  been  feldom  feen  or  heard.  q  In  Kent 
It  was  more  violent  than  in  any  other  Part  of  the 
Kingdom,  where  it  overturn’d  feveral  Churches. 

In  the  year  1 247/  in  the  Month  of  February , 
there  was  an  Earthquake  in  many  Parts  of  Eng¬ 
land;  but  the  moft  violent  in  and  about  London , 
efpecially  upon  the  Banks  of  the  River  Thames : 
Several  Houfes  were  demolifh’d  by  it. 

In  the  year  1248  s,  was  an  Earthquake,  which 
did  confiderable  Damage  in  the  Diocefe  of  Bath 
and  Wells ;  and  more  particularly  to  the  Cathe¬ 
dral  Church  of  Wells. 

In  the  year  1250*,  there  v/as  an  Earthquake  at 
Saint  Albans ,  and  in  the  neighbouring  Places 
called  the  Chilterns ,  (or  Chalky  Grounds)  a  thing 
in  fuch  Situations  very  uncommon.  This  tremb¬ 
ling  of  the  Earth  v/as  attended  with  great  Noifes 
under  ground,  like  Claps  of  Thunder ;  and  what 
was  alfo  remarkable,  the  Pigeons,  Sparrows,  and 
other  Birds,  were  greatly  frightened  by  it,  and 
flew  about  in  great  diforder,  as  if  in  danger  from 
Hawks ,  or  other  Birds  of  Prey. 

q  Hac  seftate  in  Anglia  terne  motus  eft  magnus,  ubi  raro  cernitur 
ct  auditur,  1 2  Calend.  Junii  hora  nona  multorum  mortalium  corda 
deterrens.  In  Cantio  vehementius  Terra  tremuit,  in  tantum  ut  Ec» 
clefias  quafdam  concuteret  et  dirueret  Solo  tenus,  Tho.  Walfingham 
HiJIor.  Anglia.  Camdeni  Anglic.  Normannic.  p.  289. 

r  Anno  Domini  1247.  In  vigilia  Sandti  Valentini  facias  eft  in 
Anglia  per  diverfa  loca,  prascipue  tamen  Londini ,  maxime  fuper 
ripam  Thamejis  ftuvii,  Terra  motus.  Qui  mdificia  malta  concutiens, 
damnofus  extitit,  et  nimium  terribilis,  quia  ut  credebatur  fignifica- 
tivus,  et  infolitus  eft  in  his  partibus  Occidentalibus,  nec  non  et  in- 
mturalis,  cum  foliditas  Anglia  cavernis  terreftribus,  et  profundis 
traconibus  ac  concavitatibus,  in  quibus  fecundum  philofophos,  fo- 
let  terra;  motus  generari,  careatj  nec  inde  ratio  poterat  indagari. 
Mat  that  Paris*  Hi  ft.  p.  961. 

s  Matthai  Paris  Hi  ft.  pag  1 00$. 

1  Matthai  Paris  Hiftor.  p.  1067, 
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In  the  year  1318°,  in  Edward  the  Second's 
Reign,  was  a  great  Earthquake,  which  happened 
on  November  14,  (the  day  after  the  Feaft  kept 
in  memory  of  Saint  Brice*,  or  Britius ,  Bifhop 
of  Tours ,  about  the  year  432,)  which  terrified 
many  People. 

In  the  year  1382L  (the  fifth  year  of  Richard 
the  Second)  there  was  a  general  Earthquake, 
which  was  felt  all  over  the  Kingdom ;  and  in 
fome  places  did  a  great  deal  of  damage  :  A  few 
Days  after,  the  Ships  were  much  fhaken  by  a  vio¬ 
lent  Agitation  of  the  Sea. 

In  the  year  1385*,  (the  eighth  of  King  Rich¬ 
ard  thefecond,)  there  was  an  Earthquake,  which 
the  Hiftorian  obferves,  was  a  Forerunner  of  that 
great  Commotion,  which  happened  immediately 
after  in  the  Expedition  againft  the  Scots. 

In  the  fame  yeara  was  a  fecond  Earthquake, 
preceded  by  great  Thunder  and  Lightning,  to 
the  no  fmall  terror  of  the  Inhabitants ;  fome  hav¬ 
ing  been  killed  by  the  Lightning. 

u  In  Craftino  Sanfti  Brifii ,  Terrae  motus  fuit  magnus  et  terribi- 
lis,  deterrens  corda  mortalium  plurimorum.  Tho.  Walfinghami , 
Hiftor.  Anglia,  Camdeni  Angl.  Normannic.  Sec.  p.  I  1 1. 

x  See  the  Legend.  Wheatleys  Rational  lllujlration  of  the  Calen¬ 
dar.  fe£t.xi. 

Y  Chronicon  Henrici  de  Knyghton.  X.  Scriptor.  Col.  2644.  Chroni - 
con  Willi elmi  Thorn,  x.  Scriptor.  Col.  2 1  $  7  • 

z  Tho.  Waljinghatn  Hi J}.  Anglia  .Camdeni  Anglic  .Normannic,  Sec. 

pag. 315. 

*  Hoc  anno  feptimo  die  poll  Tranflatior.em  San&i  Thoma  Can- 
tuarienfis  Archiepifcopi  et  Marty ris,  audita  funt  tonitrua,  ct  vilk 
fulgura  et  Corufcationes  jugiter  per  unam  horam  ;  aux  niultorum 
corda  terruerunt.  Quorum  ictibus  quidam  funt  mortui,  quidam  ir- 
remediabiliter  lxfi  multis  in  lcc:s.  Quarto  die  fequente  dic^am  tem- 
peftatem,  afTuit  Terrx  motus  circa  fecundam  vi^iliam  no&is.  The. 
Waljingham r  Sec.  Camdeni  Anglic.  Sec.  p  326. 
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In  the  year  1426*%  upon  the  Feaft  of  Saint 
Michael  the  Archangel ,  between  the  Hours  of 
one  and  two  in  the  Morning,  began  an  Earth¬ 
quake  preceded  by  Thunder  and  Lightnings 
which  lafted  two  Hours ;  the  Shock  was  not  only 
felt  in  England ,  but  in  feveral  Parts  of  the  World, 

<£  On  May  25,1551%  about  Rygate ,  Croydon ,  and 
Darkin  in  Surry ,  was  felt  an  Earthquake,  and  efpe- 
dally  at  Darkin ;  Infomuch  that  there,  and  elfe- 
where,  Pots,  and  Pans,  Gfc,  were  moved  out  of 
their  proper  Places,” 

“On  February  17,  1 57  id,  at  a  place  called  Ki- 
nanjlone  near  Marcley  Hill ,  in  the  County  of 
Hereford ,  the  Ground  was  feen  to  open,  and  cer¬ 
tain  Rocks  with  a  piece  of  Ground  removed  for¬ 
ward  by  the  fpace  of  four  days,  making  at  firft  a 
terrible  Noife  as  it  moved  3  it  moved  itfelf  be- 

b  Stow'  s  Annals ,  p.  368. 

c  Stryfe  s  Memorials  Ecclefiaflical,  Vol.  z.  p.  272. 

*  Stow' s  Annals ,  p.  668.  Camden's  Britannia ,  Edit.  1 722*  Col.  69 1 . 

1  nor  adajtfe,  nor  reprebend  the  choice 

Of  Marcley  Hill ;  the  Apple  no  where  finds 

A  kinder  Mould  :  yet  'tis  unfafe  to  trufi 

Deceitful  Grounds :  who  knows,  hut  that  once  more 

1 This  Mount  may  journey,  and  his  prefent  fite 

Bor  faking,  to  the  neighbours  Bounds  transfer 

The.  goodly  Plants,  affording  matter  fir ange 

For  Law  Debates.  ■  — —  Philips's  Cyder,  book.  1. 

Mr.  Philips  may  probably  in  the  two  laft  Lines  allude  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  in  Kircher.  “  Refer t  Adgidius  Neopolitanus  in  fus 
de  montis  Vefuasiani  incendiis  diatriba — Suo  tempore  horrendum 
in  Bafilicata  Neopolitani  regni  provincia  cafum  contigiffe :  ex  for- 
midabili  quippe  Ferrse  rnotu  ibidem  exorto,  integrum  montem  Vinea- 
rum  cultura  nobilem  ex  loco  fuo  in  alium  tribus  inde  millibus  paffuum 
interval!©  diffitum,  fine  ullo  in  intermediantibus  locis  fui  veftigi© 
relidto,  tranjlatum  fuifje ;  aitque  in  hunc  ufque  diem  diuturnam  in¬ 
ter  dicli  montis  pofleffores  in  Neapolitano  Dicafierio,  quam  wicari* 
am  vulgo  vocant,  litem  fender e ,  Kircheri  Mundi  Subterranei ,  lib.  4., 
ieet.  2.  cap.  to.  tom.  t.p.  1 40. 
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tween  fix  of  the  clock  in  the  Evening,  and  feven 
the  next  morning  forty  Paces,  carrying  great 
Trees  and  Sheep-Coats,  fome  with  threefcore 
Sheep  in  them  :  Some  Trees  fell  into  the  Chinks, 
others  that  grew  on  the  fame  Ground,  grow  now 
firmly  on  a  Hill;  and  fome  that  flood  Eaft,  fland 
Weft;  and  thofe  that  ftood  Weft,  ftand  Eaft.  The 
Depth  of  the  Hole  where  it  firft  broke  out,  is 
thirty  Foot,  the  breadth  is  eight  fcore  Yards,  and 
in  length  about  four  hundred  Yards.  It  overthrew 
Kingfton  Chapel ;  two  High- ways  were  remov¬ 
ed  near  a  hundred  Yards,  with  the  Trees  and 
Hede;e-Rows :  The  Ground  in  all  is  fix  and 
twenty  Acres ;  and  where  there  was  "Tillage - 
Ground,  there  is  now  Pajlure  left  in  its  place, 
and  where  there  was  Pajlure  there  is  now  Tillage . 
The  Ground  as  it  removed,  drove  the  Earth 
before  it,  and  at  the  lower  part  overwhelmed  the 
Ground  fo,  that  it  is  now  become  a  Great  Hi ll , 
twelve  Fathoms  (24  Yards)  in  height e.  It  re¬ 
moved 

*  Though  thefe  kind  of  Earthquakes,  or  Motions  of  the  Earth, 
have  not  been  common;  yet  Pliny  [Nat.  Hijl.  2.  83.)  makes  menti¬ 
on  of  Mountains  removing  from  their  proper  places,  and  of  Mea¬ 
dows  and  Fields  of  Olives  changing  places. 

Fattum  eft  femel,  quod  equidem  in  Hetrufc#  difeiplinte  yolumi- 
nibus  invent,  ingens  terrarum  portentum,  L.  Marciot  Sexto  Jutiq 
confulibus,  in  agro  Mutinenfi.  Montes  duo  inter  fe  concurrerunt, 
crepitu  maximo  aflultantes,  recedentefque,  inter  eos  flarhma  fu- 
moque  in  cselum  exeunt®  interdiu,  fpettante  e  via  Emilia  magna 
equitum  Romanprum ,  familiarumque,  et  viacorum  multitudine.  Eo 
concurfa  villa:  omnes  el’fae,  animalia  permulta  quae  intra  fue- 
rant,  exanimata  funt,  anno  ante  Sociale  Belli, m. 

Non  minus  mirum  oltentum  et  nollra  cognovit  setas,  anno  Nq- 
ronis  .Principis  fupremo,  ficut  in  rebus  ejus  expofuimus,  pratis, 
oieifque,  intercedente  via  publica,  in  contraries  fedes  tranfgreftis, 
in  agro  Marrucino,  prxdiis  Veflii  Marcelli  F.quitis  Rst/iani,  Re>  Ns- 
ranis  procurantis. 
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moved  from  Saturday  till  Monday  Night,  and 
then  flopped.” 

“  On  February  26.  1 574/  between  five  and  fix 
o'  Clock  in  the  Afternoon,  great  Earthquakes 
happened  in  the  Cities  of  Torky  Worcefiery  Glo - 
cejiery  BriJloly  Hereford ,  and  in  the  adjacent 
Counties ;  which  caufed  People  to  run  out  of 
their  Houfes,  for  fear  they  fhould  have  fallen 
upon  them.  In  Fewhbury  and  many  other  Places, 
the  Difhes  fell  from  their  Cupboards,  and  the 
Books  in  Mens  Studies  from  their  Shelves.  In 
Norton  Chapel,  People  being  on  their  knees  at 
Evening  Prayer,  the  Ground  moving,  occafioned 
their  running  away  in  great  fear  that  the  dead  Bo¬ 
dies  would  have  rifen,  or  the  Chapel  have  fallen 
upon  them.  Part  of  Ruf hen  Cafle  fell  down,  and  fe- 
veral  Brick  Chimneys  in  Gentlemen's  Houfes;  the 

Bell  in  the  Shire- Hall  at  Denbigh  tolled  twice, 
by  the  fhaking  of  the  Hall.” 

Nauclerus  mentions  fomething  of  the  like  kind,  Chronograph . 
Vol.  2.  Gen.  4.  p.926. 

Perinjal  (Hifory  of  the  Iron  Age.  Part  1.  p.  88.)  makes  mention 
of  the  Fall  of  one  of  the  higheft  Mountains  among#  the  Grifons , 
by  an  Earthquake  in  the  year  1618,  which  overwhelmed  a  fmall 
Town  called  Pleara,  and  fwallowed  up  the  Inhabitants  ;  fo  that 
there  was  not  any  Trace  or  Sign  left  of  the  Place. 

The  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Clogher  in  Ireland \  Fellow 
of  the  Roy.d  Society,  gives  an  account  of  the  fubfiding,  or  finking 
down  of  a  Hill  near  Clogher ,  March  10.  1712-13.  Philo f.  Branfa&. 
Vol.  28.  p.  26 7,  And  Mr.  Sackette  in  a  Letter  to  Dr.  Brook  Baylor , 
Reg.  Soc.  Seer.  1715-16,  gives  an  account  of  a  very  uncommon 
finking  of  the  Earth  near  Folkfrone  in  Kent.  Philof,  Branf  Vol.  29. 
pag.  469.  And  fmee  that,  a  few  Ye;irs  ago,  part  of  the  Hill  oetS  car- 
borough  funk. 

f  Stow' s  Chronicle ,  p.679. 
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“  On  April  6.  1580,3  being  the  hFednefday  in 
Eafter-IVeek ,  about  fix  of  the  Clock  in  the  E- 
vening,  a  fudden  Earthquake  happened  in  Lon¬ 
don. ,  and  almoft  generally  throughout  the  King¬ 
dom  of  England ,  which  caufed  a  remarkable  con¬ 
firmation  in  the  People.  The  Great  Clock-Bell 
in  the  Palace  of  hFejlminJier  (truck  of  itfelf,  and 
divers  other  Clocks  and  Bells  in  the  City  and 
elfewhere  did  the  like.  The  Gentlemen  of  the 
Temple  being  at  Supper,  were  fo  much  feared 
with  the  Shock,  that  they  ran  from  their  Ta¬ 
bles  and  out  of  the  Hall  with  their  Knives  in 
their  hands:  A  Piece  of  the  Temple  Church  fell 
down,  fome  Stones  fell  from  St.  Paul' s  Church  ; 
and  at  Chrift  Church,  in  Sermon  time,  a  Stone 
fell  from  the  Top  which  killed  one  Thomas  Grey 
an  Apprentice,  and  another  Stone  fo  bruifed  his 
Fellow  Servant  Mabel  Everet ,  that  (he  lived  but 
four  Days.  Several  People  were  fore  hurt  by 
crowding  to  get  out  of  the  Church ;  divers 
Chimnies  in  the  City  tumbled  by  the  violent 
(hock  given  to  the  Houles.  The  Earthquake  con¬ 
tinued  in  and  about  London  about  one  Minute, 
and  was  no  more  felt.  But  Eaftward,  in  Kent , 
and  on  the  Sea-Coafts,  it  was  felt  three  times.  At 
Sandwich  at  fix  o’  Clock,  the  Land  not  only 
quaked,  but  the  Sea  foamed  fo  much,  that  the 
Ships  tottered.  At  Dover ,  about  the  fame  hour 
was  the  like  Shock,  fo  that  part  of  the  Cliff  fell 
into  the  Sea,  with  a  piece  of  the  Caftle- Wall.  A 

8  S/cnu' s  Chronicle ,  p.687.  See  Camden's  Hiji.  of  Qyecn  Eliza¬ 
beth ,  fub  Ann.  1580.  Who  obferves,  that  it  reached  the  Nether¬ 
lands  almoft  as  high  as  Colen, 
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fmall  part  of  Saltwood  CafHe  in  Kent  fell  down* 
and  in  the  Church  of  Hythe  the  Bells  were  heard 
to  found,  a  piece  of  Sutton  Church  in  Kent  fell 
down :  And  in  all  thefe  places,  and  in  Eaft  Kent, 
the  Earth  was  felt  to  move  three  times  ;  at  fix, 
at  nine,  and  at  eleven  o’  Clock.’* 

“Thefirft  of  Mayh  in  the  fame  year,  after  12 
©’Clock  in  the  night,  an  Earthquake  was  felt  in 
divers  Places  in  Kent ,  namely  at  AJhford ,  Great 
Chart ,  &c.  which  made  the  People  rife  out  of 
their  Beds,  and  run  to  their  Churches,  where 
they  called  upon  God  by  earned:  Prayer  to  be 
merciful  unto  them.” 

“  On  'January  13. 1583,’  in  the  Parifli  of  Armi~ 
tage ,  in  a  Place  called  Blackmore  in  Dorfetfhire9 
a  piece  of  Ground  containing  three  Acres  remov¬ 
ed  from  the  Place  where  it  was  firft  planted,  and 
was  carried  clean  over  another  Clofe,  where  Elder 
and  Willow- Trees  grew,  the  fpaceof  60  Goades, 
[qu>  Gads)  every  Goade  containing  1 5  foot ;  and 
flop’d  up  a  High- way  that  directed  toward 
the  Market  Town  of  Cerne ;  and  yet  notwith- 
ftanding,  the  Hedges  wherewith  it  was  inclofed, 
inviron  it  ftill,  and  the  Trees  ftand  thereon  bolt 
upright,  faving  one  Oak  that  is  well  nigh  twenty 
Goads  removed ;  the  place  where  this  Ground  had 
its  being,  is  left  like  unto  a  great  Pit.” 

“In  the  year  1596, k  in  the  Parifh  of  Wejl  Ram, 
in  the  County  of  Kent,  two  Cloles  lying  together, 
feparated  only  with  a  Hedge  of  hollow  Afh- 
Trees,  &c.  on  December  18,  was  found  a  Part 
thereof,  of  the  length  of  12  Perches,  to  be  funk 
6  Foot  and  a  half;  the  next  Morning  16  Foot 

*  Stow' s  Chronicle ,  p.6Sg.  ’Ibid,  p.696,  k  Stvw%  Annals ,  p.783. 
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tnorc,  the  third  80  Foot  more  at  leaft,  and  fo 
from  day  to  day.  That  great  Breach  of  Ground 
contained  in  length  about  eighty  Perches,  and  in 
breadth  twenty-eight.  It  began  firft  with  the 
Hedges  and  Trees  therein  to  loofen  itfelf  from 
the  Grounds  adjoining,  and  therewithal  to  fhoot 
fouthward  Day  and  Night  for  the  fpace  of  eleven 
Days.  The  Ground  of  two  Water  Pits,  the  one 
fix  feet  deep  of  Water,  the  other  twelve  feet  at 
the  leaft,  and  about  four  Perches  over  in  breadth, 
having  feveral  Tufts  of  Alders  and  Allies  grow¬ 
ing  at  the  bottom,  with  a  great  Rock  of  Stone 
under  them,  were  not  only  removed  out  of  their 
Places,  and  carried  towards  the  South  at  leaft  4 
Perches  apiece  ;  but  withal  mounted  aloft,  and 
became  Hills,  with  the  Sedge,  Flags,  and  Black- 
Mud  upon  the  Tops  of  them,  higher  than  the 
Face  of  the  Water,  (which  they  had  forfaken) 
by  nine  Foot ;  and  into  the  Place  from  whence 
they  removed,  other  Grounds  which  lay  higher 
are  defeended,  receiving  the  Water,  now  lying 
upon  them.  Moreover,  in  one  place  of  the  plain 
Field,  there  is  a  great  Hole  made,  by  the  finking 
of  the  Earth  to  the  depth  of  thirty  Foot  at  the 
leaft,  being  in  breadth  in  fome  places  two  Perches 
over,  and  in  length  five  or  fix  Perches.  Like- 
wife  there  is  a  Hedge  of  thirty  Perches  long  car¬ 
ried  Southward  with  its  Trees  feven  Perches  at 
the  leaft.  Several  other  Sinkings  there  are  in  di¬ 
vers  Places,  one  of  lixty-five  Foot,  another  of 
forty-feven,  and  another  of  thirty-four  Foot  : 
By  which  means  the  higheft  Hills  are  becomo 
the  loweft  Dales,  and  the  loweft  Dales  the  higheft 
Grounds.” 
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“  Jan.  1 9. 1665-6/  At  divers  places  near  Oxford 
was  obferv’d  a  fmall  Earthquake  (as  at  Bleching- 
ton ,  Stanton  Saint  Johns ,  Brill ,  &c.)  towards 
Evening.  In  Oxford  itfelf,  I  do  not  hear  that  it 
was  obferv’d  to  be  an  Earthquake ;  yet  I  remem¬ 
ber  about  that  time  (whether  precifely  then  or  not, 
I  cannot  fay)  I  took  notice  of  fome  kind  of  odd 
Shaking  or  heaving,  I  obferv’d  in  my  Study >  but 
did  impute  it  to  the  going  of  Carts  or  Coaches, 
fuppofed  to  be  not  far  off ;  though  yet  I  did 
take  notice  of  it,  as  a  little  different  from  what  is 
ufual  upon  fuch  occafions,  (and  wonder’d  the 
more  that  I  did  not  hear  any ;)  but  not  know¬ 
ing  what  elfe  to  refer  it  to,  I  thought  no  more 
of  it.  And  the  like  account  I  have  had  from 
fome  others  in  Oxford ;  who  yet  did  not  think  of 
an  Earthquake,  it  being  a  rare  thing  with  us.” 
The  great  Mr.  Boyle  confirms  this  Account  in  the 
following  manner.  “  b  Riding  one  Evening  fome- 
what  late  betwixt  Oxford ,  and  a  Lodging  I  have 
at  a  Place  four  Miles  diftant  from  it,  the  Weather 
having  been  for  a  pretty  while  frofty,  I  found  the 
Wind  fo  very  cold,  that  it  reduced  me  to  put  on 
fome  Defenfives  againft  it.  —  My  unwillingnefs  to 
day  long  in  fo  troublefome  a  Cold,  which  continu¬ 
ed  very  piercing  till  I  had  got  half  way  homeward, 
did  put  me  upon  galloping  at  no  very  lazy  rate  ; 
and  yet  before  I  could  get  to  my  Lodgings,  I  found 
the  Wind  turn’d,  and  the  Rain  falling;  which, 
confidering  the  fhortnefs  of  the  time,  and  that  this 

*  A  Relation  concerning  the  Earthquake  near  Oxford \  commu¬ 
nicated  by  Dr.  Wallis ,  Pbilofophical  Tranjaclions,  Vol.  1 .  Numb.  X. 

p  1 66. 

b  Philofophical  Tranfa  felons,  Numb.  xi.  p.  1S0, 
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Accident  was  preceded  by  a  fettled  Froft,  was  fur- 
prifing  to  me,  and  induced  me  to  mention  it  at 
my  return,  as  one  of  the  greateft  and  fuddaineft 
Alterations  of  the  Air  I  ever  had  obferv’d. — Soon 
after,  by  my  guefs  about  an  hour,  there  was  a  ma- 
nifeft  Trembling  in  the  Houfe  where  I  was, 
(which  ftands  high  in  comparifon  of  Oxford:)  But 
it  was  not  there  fo  great,  but  that  I,  who  chanced 
to  have  my  Thoughts  bufied  enough  on  other 
Matters  than  the  Weather,  jfhould  not  have  taken 
notice  of  it,  as  an  Earthquake,  but  have  imputed 
it  to  fome  other  Caufe,  if  one  that  you  know, 
whofe  hand  is  employ’d  in  this  Paper,  and  begins 
to  be  a  diligent  obferver  of  Natural  Things,  had 
not  advertifed  me  of  it,  as  being  taken  notice  of 
by  him,  and  the  reft  of  the  People  of  the  Houfe. 
And  foon  after,  there  happen’d  a  brifk  Storm : 
Whereupon  I  fent  to  make  enquiry  at  a  Place 
called  Brill  which  {landing  upon  a  much  higher 
Ground,  I  fuppofed  might  be  more  obnoxious  to 
the  Effetls  of  the  Earthquake,  (of  which,  had 
I  had  any  fufpicion  of  it,  my  having  formerly 
been  in  one  near  th eLacus  Lemanus>  would  have 
made  me  the  more  obfervant:)  But  the  Perfon 
I  fent  to,  being  difabled  by  Sicknefs  to  come  over 
to  me,  (which  he  promifed  to  do,  as  foon  as  he 
could)  wrote  me  only  a  Ticket,  whofe  fubftance 
was.  That  the  Earthquake  was  there  much  more 
confiderable,  than  where  I  lodged ;  and  that  at  a 
Gentleman’s  Houfe  whom  he 'names  (the  moll 
noted  Perfon,  itfeems,  of  the  Neighbourhood)  the 
Houfe  trembled  very  much,  fo  as  to  make  the 
Stones  manifeilly  to  move  to  and  fro  in  the  Par¬ 
lour,  to  the  great  Amazement  and  Fright  of  all 
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the  Family.  The  Hill  whereon  this  Brill  Hands, 
I  have  obferved  to  be  very  well  ftored  with  Mi¬ 
neral  Subftances  of  feveral  kinds:'  From  thence  I 
have  been  inform’d  by  others  that  this  Earthquake 
reached  a  good  many  Miles.” 

<c  In  the  year  1677/  in  Chriftmas-time ,  about 
eleven  at  Night,  was  an  Earthquake  in  Stafford - 
/hire,  which  came  with  a  Noife  plainly  to  be 
heard  before  the  fhaking:  It  was  confiderable  a- 
bout  Willenhall  near  Wolverhampton ,  but  very 
fhort,  giving  the  Earth  but  one  Shock,  and  moving 
(as  they  thought  by  the  Noife)  from  South  to 
North.  The  fame  Earthquake  was  felt  alfo  at 
Hafibury  upon  the  confines  of  Derbyfhire  ;  but  as 
Mr,  Vi lliers  of  that  Town,  a  fober  grave  Gentle¬ 
man,  affured  me,  it  happen’d  there  about  eight  in 
the  Evening  •  which  argues  its  motion  muft  be 
from  Eaft  to  Weft,  and  very  flow ;  or  elfe  not 
the  fame  Earthquake ;  neither  whereof  can  be 
certainly  concluded,  for  that  no  body  knows  in 
what  Meanders  the  Caverns  of  the  Earth  run  ; 
nor  what  Obftacles  it  might  meet  with  by 
the  way,  to  retard  and  prolong  the  time  of  its 
Motion.” 

“November  4,  1678, d  happened  another  Earth¬ 
quake  in  this  County.  It  was  the  moft  dreadful  of 
any  Place  I  could  hear  of  about  B rewood,  whither 
it  came  with  a  Noife  not  like  a  Clap,  but  a  fiat 
rumbling  diftant  Thunder ;  yet  fo  great,  that  it 
waken’d  People  in  their  Beds,  at  eleven  o’Clock 
in  the  Night  •  about  which  time  it  began,  and 
continued  till  towards  two  in  the  Morning;  the 
Earth  moving  very  fenfibly  three  times,  at  about 
f  Dr.  P jot's  Hiflory  tfStafford/hire ,  p.  142.  d  Id  ib.  p.  143. 
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half  an  hour’s  didance  each  motion  from  the  other. 
The  Night  following  there  happen’d  another,  but 
not  fo  great)  yet  not  without  Noife,  as  I  fuppofe 
very  few  do;  if  any,  it  mult  be  where  the  Fire¬ 
damp  kindles  fo  deep  in  the  Earth,  that  the  Ex- 
plofion  cannot  be  heard  through  fo  denfe  a  Body, 
as  it  may  be  thence  to  the  Superficies,  though  the 
Convulfion  may  be  fenfible.  That  which  was 
felt  at  Oxo72  about  feven  in  the  Morning,  Septe?n- 
hcr  17,  1683,  was  alfo  accompanied  with  a  Noife 
like  didant  Thunder  3  the  murmuring  Sound  (as 
appear’d  to  me)  preceding  the  Shock  about  two 
feconds  of  time.  O Bober  the  9th,  in  the  fame  year,, 
about  eleven  at  Night,  there  happen’d  another  in 
Stafordfire ,  and  all  the  adjoining  Counties;  which, 
as  I  have  it  from  good  hands,  was  not  without  a 
Noife  neither;  whence  I  conclude,  that  few  or 
none  happen  without ;  and  that  all  of  them  have 
their  Origin  from  the  kindling  and  explofion  of 
Fire-damps.” 

September  17,  1683/  <c  There  happen’d  an 
Earthquake  at  Oxford  and  the  Parts  adjacent.  The 
Circuit  of  which  was  feventy  Miles  or  thereabouts. 
Its  larged  extent  was  from  South  Eafi  to  North 
Wefl:  The  lead  from  North  to  South ;  as  will  ap¬ 
pear  by  the  following  account  of  its  Compafs, 
the  bed  that  I  could  procure  :  It  was  perceiv’d  a 
little  Ihort  of  Kirklington ,  North  of  Oxford ,  at 
Blechington ,  and  at  Aylfbury  South  Eaf  where  it 
was  perceiv’d  very  plainly;  as  alfo  at  Thame  which 
is  EaJ} ,  and  alfo  at  Aflon ,  Kwgjion ,  and  S token - 

•  See  Account  of  this  Earthquake  by  Mr.  'Thomas  Tigoty  Fel¬ 
low  of  a  College  in  Oxford.  PLilofopbical  Tranfafiiom,  Numb.  15  1, 
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Church  Hill ; —  At  Watlington ,  South  Eajl ,  (fome 
fay  at  Reading ,  more  South,  and  then  its  Compafs 
maybe  fuppos’d  larger  5)  at  IVallingford  South  Eajl 
and  by  South ;  at  Abingdon  South ,  but  not  much ; 
not  fo  far  as  Faringdon  South  Wejl ,  but  at  Brampton, 
Weft,  at  Burford  to  the  North,  at  Long  Hanborougb 
North  Weft ;  not  much  at  Woodftock  which  is  more 
North,  little  or  none  ;  and  at  Glympton  two  Miles 
beyond,  not  at  all,  as  I  am  informed.” 

f  The  Reverend  Mr.  Ajpinal,  many  years  Ma¬ 
iler  of  the  Free  School  in  Bedford,  and  Re£tor  of 
Saint  Peters  in  that  Town,  not  long  before  or 
after  the  year  1690,  (he  being  then  Curate  of  Saint 
John1  s)  lodging  in  that  part  of  the  Rectory  Houfe 
next  the  Publick  Street,  an  heavy  Stone  Fabric  k  $ 
he  was  awaked  out  of  his  firlt  Sleep  by  the  Shock 
of  an  Earthquake ;  but  at  firft,  as  it  was  an  un- 
ufual  thing,  he  rather  thought  that  it  was  fome 
diforder  in  himfelf  $  but  not  long  after  he  felt  a 
fecond  Shock,  being' fully  awake;  and  the  next 
Morning  he  heard  of  many  in  the  Town,  who  had 
felt  the  fame ;  and  particularly  Dr.  Beaumont  an 
ancient  Phyfician,  who  being  in  his  Study,  felt 
his  Chair  fhake  under  him  twice,  foon  after  Mid¬ 
night.” 

“s  You  have  heard  no  doubt  of  the  late  Earth¬ 
quake,  that  affefted  fome  part  of  the  North 9 
as  the  dreadful  Storm  did  the  South :  It  being  moil 
obfervable  at  Hull,  I  was  defirous  of  an  account 

f  An  Account  given  by  a  worthy,  and  ingenious  Friend  to  th© 
Editor, 

s  Part  of  two  Letters  from  Mr  .Thorejby,  F.  R.  $.  concerning  an 
Earthquake  which  happen’d  in  fome  Places  of  the  North  of  Eng- 
land ,  the  28th  of  December  1703,  Pbilofopb'k&l  TranfaflionSj  vol. 
4,  numb.  289.  p.,  1555. 
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from  thence,  that  might  be  depended  upon ;  and 
therefore  writ  to  the  very  obliging  Mr.  Banks , 
Prebendary  of  York ,  who  being  Vicar  of  Hully 
was  the  moft  fuitable  Perfon  I  knew,  to  addrefs 
myfelf  unto  :  And  he  being  pleas’d  to  favour  me 
with  a  judicious  Account  of  it,  I  will  venture  to 
communicate  to  you,  with  his  pious  Reflections 
thereupon.  “  The  Earthquake  you  mention,  was 
felt  here  on  Yuefday  the  28  th  of  the  laft  Month 
(. December  1703)  which  was  Childertnafs-Dayy  a- 
bout  three  or  four  Minutes  after  five  in  the  Even¬ 
ing  ;  I  confefs  I  did  not  feel  it  myfelf,  for  I  was 
then  walking  to  viiit  a  fick  Gentleman,  and  the 
Noife  in  the  Streets,  and  my  quick  Motion  made 
it  importable,  I  believe,  for  me  to  feel  it ;  but  it  was 
fo  univerfally  felt,  that  there  can  be  no  manner 
of  doubt  of  the  Truth  of  it.  Mr.  Peers  my  Rea¬ 
der,  who  is  an  ingenious,  good  Man,  was  then  at 
his  Study,  and  writing ;  but  the  heaving  up  of  his 
Chair  and  his  Defk,  and  the  Shake  of  his  Cham¬ 
ber,  and  the  rattling  of  his  Windows  did  fo  amaze 
him,  that  he  was  really  affrighted  ;  and  was  forced 
for  a  while  to  give  over  his  Work  ;  and  there  are 
twenty  fuch  inftances  amongfl  Tradefmen  too  te¬ 
dious  to  repeat :  My  Wife  was  then  in  her  Clo- 
fet,  and  thought  her  China  would  have  come  a- 
bout  her  ears ;  and  my  Family  felt  the  Chairs 
move,  in  which  they  were  fitting  by  the  Kitchin 
Fire-fide,  and  heard  fuch  a  Rattle  of  the  Pewter 
and  Windows  as  almofl:  affrighted  them.  A  Gen¬ 
tlewoman  not  far  off,  faid  her  Chair  lifted  fo 
high,  that  fhe  thought  the  great  Dog  had  got  un¬ 
der  it  5  and  to  fave  herfelf  from  falling,  llipt  off 
her  Chair.  I  fent  to  a  Houfo  where  part  of  a  Chim¬ 
ney 
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ney  was  fhaken  down,  to  enquire  of  the  Particu¬ 
lars  ;  they  kept  Ale,  and  being  full  of  Company 
that  were  merry,  they  did  not  perceive  the  Shock  * 
only  heard  the  Pewter  and  Glafs  Windows  dance : 
But  the  Landlady’s  Mother*  who  was  in  a  Cham¬ 
ber  by  herfelf,  felt  the  Shock  fo  violent,  that  £he 
verily  believ’d  the  Houfe  to  be  coming  down ;  as 
part  of  the  Chimney  aforemention'd  did  at  the 
fame  moment;  and  cried  out  in  a  fright,  and  had 
fallen,  but  that  fhe  catched  hold  of  a  Table;  it 
came  and  went  fuddenly,  and  was  attended  with, 
a  Noife  like  the  Wind  ;  though  there  was  then  a 
perfedt  Calm.”  “  From  other  hands  I  have  an  ac¬ 
count,  that  it  was  felt  in  Beverly  and  other  Places, 
at  South  Dalton  particularly,  where  the  Par fon’s 
Wife  pmy  only  Sifter)  being  alone  in  her  Cham¬ 
ber,  was  fadly  frighten’d  with  the  heaving  up  of 
the  Chair  ihe  fat  in,  and  the  very  fenfible  Shake 
of  the  Room,  efpecially  the  Windows.  A  Rela¬ 
tion  of  mine,  who  is  a  Minifter  near  Lincoln ,  be¬ 
ing  then  at  a  Gentleman’s  Houfe  in  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood,  was  alarm'd  wTith  the  moving  of  the 
Chairs  they  fat  on  ;  which  was  fo  violent,  he  writes, 
Every  Limb  of  him  was  fhaken.  I  am  told  alfo 
from  a  fare  hand,  that  fo  nigh  us  as  Selby ;  where 
Mr.  Pravers,  a  Minifter,  being  in  his  Study,  writ¬ 
ing,  was  interrupted  much  what  as  Mr.  Peers  a- 
bove-mention’d :  Which  reminds  me  of  worthy 
Mr. Banks's  ferious  Conclufion.  “And  now  I  hope 
you  will  not  think  it  unbecoming  my  Charadter, 
to  make  this  Refledlion  upon  it,  viz .  That  Fa¬ 
mines,  Peftilences,  and  Earthquakes  are  joyn’d  by 
our  Blefled  Saviour,  as  portending  fome  Calami- 
ties1  and  particularly  the  Deftrudtion  of  Jerufa - 
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lem ,  and  the  JewiJh  State,  if  not  the  end  of  the 
World.  S.  Matth .  24.  7.  And  if  as  Philofophers 
obferve,  thofe  gentler  Convullions  in  the  Bowels 
of  the  Earth,  which  give  the  Inhabitants  but  an 
eafy  Jog,  do  ufually  portend  the  Approach  of 
fome  more  dreadful  Earthquake;  then  furely 
we  have  reafon  to  fear  the  word,  becaufe  I  fear, 
we  fo  well  deferve  it.  And,  pray  God  of  his 
infinite  Mercy  to  avert  his  future  Judgements.” 

<c  Since  my  former  Account  of  the  Earthquake 
at  Hull \  my  Coufin  Cookfon  has  procured  me  the 
following  account  from  his  Brother,  who  is  a 
Clergyman  near  Lincoln ,  viz.  That  he  being  about 
five  in  the  Evening,  December  28th  pad,  fitting 
with  a  neighbouring  Minider  at  his  Houfe  about 
a  Mile  from  Navenby,  they  were  furprifed  with 
a  fudden  Noife,  as  if  it  had  been  of  two  or  three 
Coaches,  driven  furioufly  down  the  yard ;  where¬ 
upon  the  Servant  was  lent  to  the  Door  in  ex¬ 
pectation  of  fome  Strangers.  But  they  quickly 
perceived  what  it  was,  by  the  fhaking  of  the 
Chairs  they  fat  upon  ;  they  could  perceive  the 
Stones  move :  The  greated  Damage  was  to  the 
Gentlewoman  of  the  Houfe,  who  was  put  into 
fuch  a  Fright,  that  fhe  mifcarried  two  Days 
after.” 

A  Shock  of  an  Earthquake  was  felt  at a  Aynho> 
inNortbamptonjhire ,  on  Sunday  October  10,  about 
four  o’Clock  Anno  1731.  Mr.  Jof.  JVaJJe ,  the 
Redlor  of  that  Place,  (who  communicated  the 
account  to  the  Royal  Society )  fays,  “  that  his  Win¬ 
dows  rattled,  as  if  fome  body  had  been  dancing 
over  head.  The  concufiion  laded  about  a  Minute ; 

*  Fkilofcphical  Tranfafittu}.  Vo!.  39.  Numb.  444;  p.  367. 
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others  thought  it  lafted  about  two  Minutes.  It 
alarmed  the  neighbouring  Villages;  Bloxam ,  four 
Miles  South  W ft  from  Aynho ;  Barf  or dy  five;  Ban¬ 
bury  ^  four  Weft ;  Adder  bury ,  a  Mile  Weft ;  Crow- 
ton  a  Mile  to  the  Eafty  and  Charlton  as  much  to 
the  North .  There  was  no  notice  of  its  Progrefs 
Souths  or  South  Eaft.  About  a  Minute  after,  feme 
in  the  Town  of  Aynho  faw  a  great  Flafh  of  Light¬ 
ning.  In  the  Morning  the  Sky  look'd  of  a  Land- 
Colour.  It  was  faid,  that  there  was  a  former  Shock 
felt  upon  Oblober  8,  about  three  in  the  Morning, 
and  that  the  latter  was  preceded  by  a  Noife  like  a 
diftant  Thunder."  ^ 

SIR)  London ,  Obi.  31,1734. 

<c  a Being  juft  arrived  from  SuJJexy  where  I  heard 
a  very  extraordinary  account  of  an  Earthquake 
that  happen'd  there  on  Friday  the  25th  Inftant, 
between  three  and  four  in  the  Morning ;  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  laying  before  you  and  the 
Royal  Society ,  what  account  I  was  able  to  colled:, 
during  my  flay  there.  I  know  mod  of  the  People 
that  havefigned  the  inclofed  Papers,  to  bePerfons  of 
veracity:  And  what  confirms  me  in  my  Opinion^ 
that  there  was  really  an  Earthquake,  is,  that  al- 
nioft  every  body  agree  in  the  fame  defcription,  as 
to  the  fenfation,  the  hour  of  its  happening,  and 
the  perfed  calm  that  was  at  that  time.  I  obferve 
the  Shock  was  vaftly  more  felt  towards  the  Sea- 
fide ;  as  at  Shorehamy  ^Tarrmg ,  Goreing ,  Arundel , 
and  Havant.  At  my  Houfe  of  Goodwood ,  which  is 
near  three  Miles  North  of  Chicheftery  and  about 

a  Letter  from  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond  to  Sir  Hans  Sloane 3 
Baronet,  Pbilofophic.  PranfaCtions,  voh  39.  Numb,  444,  p.  36 1  - 

feven 


of  Earthquakes.  6  3 

t 

feven  from  the  Sea,  it  was  not  fo  perceivable  as  at 
Chichejler ,  and  where  it  was  hill  lefs  fo,  than  by 
the  Sea-fide.  I  do  not  hear  as  yet  that  there  was 
the  lead  touch  of  it  in  any  part  of  the  Vale  on 
the  North-fide  of  the  Downs,  which  for  the  mod: 
part  run  Ead  and  Wed.  I  think  what  Dr.  Bayley 
of  Havant  fays  of  the  different  motions  of  the 
Beds,  according  to  the  different  dtuations  they 
were  in,  is  very  well  worth  obferving.  This  Gen¬ 
tleman  is  a  Dodtor  of  Phydck,  and  a  very  curious 
Man.” 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Richmond  and  Lenox. 


A  *  ■  -  '  ' 

A  Narrative  of  the  fame  Earthquake  by  Edward 
Bayley ,  M.  D. 

Havant ,  October  25,  1734. 
c<  bBetween  three  and  four  o’Clock  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing,  an  Earthquake  was  felt  here.  The  Shock  was 
fo  condderable,  as  to  be  obferved  by  one  or  other 
in  mod  Houfes  of  the  Town.  I  happened  to  be 
awake  at  that  time,  and  perceived  the  Bed  tofhake 
under  me  with  a  quick,  tremulous  motion,  which 
continued  about  two  or  three  feconds,  then  ceafed* 
and  after  a  very  fhort  intermidion,  was  repeated 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  laded  about  the  fame 
fpace  of  time  as  near  as  I  could  guels.  I  was  at 
firft  much  furpriz’d  at  liich  an  unufual  Phcenome - 
non\  but  upon  a  little  recollection,  concluded  it 
mud  be  occafioned  by  an  Earthquake  5  and  was 
foon  confirmed  in.  my  conjecture  by  the  concur¬ 
rent  obfervations  of  my  Neighbours,  and  after- 

k  Id.  ib.  p.  362,  363,  364,  365. 
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wards,  by  accounts  of  the  fame  from  many  other 
Pla  ces ;  in  fome  of  which  it  feems  to  have  been 
more  violent  than  here.  Several  Perfons  in  this 
Place  fay,  that  they  not  only  perceiv’d  the  fhaking 
of  their  Beds,  but  alfo  the  rocking  of  their  Houfes, 
together  with  a  rumbling  Noife  of  Drawers,  and 
the  like  moveable  Goods  in  their  Chambers,  and 
other  Rooms.  A  learned  and  ingenious  Gentle-, 
man  in  this  Town  informs  me,  that  the  motion 
of  his  Bed  appear’d  to  him,  to  be  like  the  tolling 
of  a  Veflel  when  it  erodes  over  a  Wave,  the  Head 
and  Feet  thereof  rifing  and  falling  alternately  fe- 
veral  times ;  whereas  mine  feem’d  rather  to  rock 
from  fide  to  fide.  But  thefe  contrary  motions  of 
the  two  Beds  are  eaiily  accounted  for,  by  confider- 
ing  the  different  Poftures  of  them;  my  Friend’s 
Handing  direCtly  Eaft  and  IVeft,  and  mine  North 
and  South :  For  fuppofing  the  undulatory  motion, 
which  the  Earth  might  have  at  that  time,  was 
propagated  from  Eaft  to  JVeft,  the  fame  kind  of 
motion  which  caufed  his  Bed  to  rife  up  and  down 
longways,  muff  make  mine  rock  from  fide  to  fide ; 
as  may  be  obferv’d  in  two  Veflels  failing  in  con¬ 
trary  Directions  on  the  fame  Waves  of  the  Sea ; 
that  which  erodes  the  Waves  at  Right  Angles 
being  tolled  up  and  down  endways,  while  the 
other  moving  in  a  Line  parallel  with  the  Waves, 
will  be  rock’d  from  fide  to  fide.  What  makes  me 
more  inclined  to  think  the  progrefiive  motion  of 
this  Earthquake  to  have  been  from  Eaft  to  Wefty 
is,  becaufe  it  appears  from  the  beft  accounts  I  have 
yet  had  of  it,  that  it  was  obferv’d  fooner  Eaft  than 
JVeflward ,  and  likewife  extended  further  from 
Eaft  to  IVeftt  than  North  and  South.  It  may  not 
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be  amifs  to  take  notice  of  fome  remarkable  'Phe¬ 
nomena  which  happened  before  and  after,  as  well 
as  fome  other  Circumftances  which  immediately 
attended  this  Earthquake  5  moft  of  them  agreeing 
with  thofe  Signs,  which  have  been  obferved  by 
the  Learned  to  precede  or  accompany  former 
Earthquakes,  in  thefe  and  other  parts  of  theWorld. 
It  is  obfervable,  that  we  have  had  lately  more  Rain 
and  Wind  for  feveral  Months  fucceffively,  than 
for  many  years  part  3  efpecially  from  the  beginning 
to  the  middle  of  this  Month  3  about  which  time 
it  clear’d  up,  and  the  Weather  became  fuddenly 
very  cold,  with  frofty  Mornings,  the  Wind  blow¬ 
ing  generally  pretty  hard  from  North  JVeJl.  On 
Wednefday  the  23d,  the  Cold  abated  confiderably  3 
it  was  cloudy,  but  we  had  no  Rain  that  day.  The 
24th  was  very  calm  all  day  3  it  rained  moft  part  of 
the  Afternoon, though  the  Mercury  flood  at  30  i. 
It  continued  very  calm  all  night,  and  rained  hard 
for  fome  time  before  and  after  the  Earthquake 
happened  3  but  it  foon  clear’d  up,  and  we  had  a 
ftrong  Gale  of  Wind,  which  rofe  within  half  an 
Hour,  or  as  fome  fay,  within  a  quarter  afterwards : 
It  continued  blowing  hard  all  the  Forenoon.  At 
four  o’Clock  in  the  Morning,  I  obferved  the  Mer¬ 
cury  continued  at  30  Inches  ~  ;  the  Spirit  of  Wine 
at  55  *o5  having  rifen  about  five  Degrees  fince  the 
laft  cold  Weather. 

October  29,  1734.  Edward  Bay  ley.” 

“  The  circumftances  related  by  his  Grace,  and 
by  Dr.  Bay  ley,  are  back’d  by  the  united  Teftimo- 
nies  of  feveral ;  many  of  whom  are  known  to  his 
Grace  to  be  Perfons  of  Veracity,  and  whom  he 

I  2  pro-* 
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procured  tofign  Certificates  of  what  theyobferv’d 
concerning  this  accident  at  Chichejler  and  other 
Places.  [Then  follow  the  Names  of  twenty  Per¬ 
form,  certifying  the  Fad: ;  the  laft  of  whom]  Phi¬ 
lip  Boifdaune ,  Efq;  in  the  Parifh  of  Funtington  in 
the  County  of  SiiJJex ,  agrees  with  the  other  Per- 
ions,  [all  dwelling  in  the  City  of  Chichejler ]  that 
there  was  a  manifeft  Shock  of  an  Earthquake  felt 
on  Odlober  25,  which  lafted  about  a  quarter  of  a 
Minute,  or  while  one  might  tell  twenty ;  with  a 
motion  fenfibly  flow  :  For  mo  ft  of  the  accounts 
concur  in  this  particular,  that  the  Chairs,  Wainfcot, 
Doors,  Chefts  of  Drawers,  and  other  Moveables 
were  heard  rattling;  and  one,  that  a  Bell  rung  of 
itfelf  juft  before  they  felt  the  heaving  of  their  Beds ; 
and  that  there  was  no  Wind  ftirring  at  that  time, 
but  that  it  rain’d,  and  the  Wind  rofe  foon  after. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Richard  Green,  Prebendary  of  Chi¬ 
chejler  ,  and  Redor  of  Merjlon  in  the  County  of 
SuJJ'ex ,  had  Informations  of  the  fame  circumftan- 
ces  being  felt  at  Shoreham ,  Qoreing ,  Tarring,  Fin- 
don,  Arundel  Cajile,  and  Merjlon .  Some  of  the 
Duke  of  Richmond’s  Servants,  at  his  Seat  called 
Goodwood,  felt  the  fame.  Mr.  John  Jenkins ,  Rid¬ 
ing  Officer  of  the  Cuftoms,  in  the  Parifh  of  Weji 
Wittering  near  Braglejham  Bay  in  the  County  of 
SuJJex ,  defcribed  the  Shock  after  the  fame  manner : 
And  he  adds  further,  that  within  a  quarter  of  a 
Mile  of  his  Houfe,  a  young  Man  of  about  eighteen 
or  twenty  Y^ars  old,  having  been  at  the  fame  time 
to  fetch  up  a  Team  of  Horfes  from  Grafs,  the  Plor- 
fes  were  fo  fenfible  of  fomething  more  than  ordina¬ 
ry,  that  they  trampled,  and  Teem’d  very  much  af¬ 
frighted  as  they  were  coming  home.” 
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<£  June  15.  1748/  In  anfwer  to  your  Inqui¬ 
ries  concerning  the  Earthquake,  which  happen¬ 
ed  laft  year  on  the  firft  day  of  July,  when  I  was 
at  'Taunton  in  Somerfetjhire  3  after  taking  fome 
pains  to  inform  my  lelf  more  particularly  what 
other  People  cbferved  in  different  Places,  yon 
may  depend  on  the  Truth  of  what  follows.  Be¬ 
tween  ten  and  eleven  o’  Clock  at  Night,  on  the 
faid  firft  day  pf  July  1748,  being  myfelf  in  fome 
company  at  Taunton ,  we  were  fuddenly  furprifed 
with  a  rumbling  Noife  like  diftant  Thunder j 
which  was  followed  immediately  by  fo  confider- 
able  a  Motion  of  the  Earth,  that  the  Chair 
whereon  I  fat  rocked  under  me.  The  Noife  and 
Shaking  leem’d  to  come  from  a  diftance,  and  ap¬ 
proached  gradually  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  if  a 
loaded  Waggon  had  paffed  along;  and  continued 
nearly  the  fame  time  as  fuch  a  Waggon  would 
require  to  go  about  an  hundred  Yards.  The  Mo¬ 
tion  went  from  South-Eafl,  to  North-Weft : 
which  being  the  direction  of  the  Street,  on  one 
fide  whereof  the  Houfe  flood,  fome  of  us  ima¬ 
gin’d  at  firft  that  a  Waggon  had  really  gone  a- 
long  ;  b  but  upon  running  out,  and  enquiring,  we 
found  there  had  been  no  Waggon  ;  and  indeed,  as 
we  were  fatisfied  afterwards,  no  Waggon  could  have 
been  heard  or  felt  in  the  Back  Room  where  we 
fat,  on  the  account  of  its  great  diftance  from  the 
Street.  Notwithftanding  this  happened  between 
ten  and  eleven  o’  clock  at  Night,  when  moft  of 
the  Town  were  in  Bed;  the  Shock  was  fo  fen- 


*  A  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Forfier  to  Mr.  Henry  Faker, 
F.  R.  S.  concerning  tfie  Earthquake  at  Taunton,  PhiloJ.  TranJaX. 
for  the  Month  o  {June  i  748.  p  398,  399,  400. 

b  See  fomediing  like  this,  Philof,  TranfaSt.  K°  435.  p.289. 
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fible,  that  many  People  got  up  very  much  terrifi¬ 
ed  ;  and  they  waking  others,  the  Confirmation 
ibon  became  general  ;  infomuch,  that  although  it 
was  a  rainy  Night,  numbers  of  People  ran  out  into 
their  Gardens,  and  fpent  the  Night  there,  being 
apprehenfive  of  other  Shocks :  The  account  then 
newly  brought  us  of  a  dreadful  Earthquake  at 
Lima ,  being  fre£h  in  every  body’s  mind,  contri¬ 
buted  to  increafe  the  furprize.  A  worthy  Cler¬ 
gyman,  who  lives  five  miles  from  'Taunton ,  in¬ 
formed  me,  that  the  China  and  Glafles  upon  the  * 
Cupboards  in  his  Houfe,  rattled  and  fhook  as  if 
they  would  fall  down,  and  the  Bells  in  his  Houfe 
rung.  A  Perfon  who  was  at  that  time  coming 
on  foot  to  Taunton ,  likewife  told  me,  that  the 
Noife  feemed  to  him  like  the  difcharge  of  Can¬ 
non  at  a  diftance ;  and  came  rumbling  onward, 
till  the  Earth  moved  under  him  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  he  could  hardly  keep  upon  his  Legs  : 
Several  others  alfo  that  were  abroad,  aflured  me, 
that  they  had  much  ado  to  fave  themfelves  from 
falling.  The  Extent  of  this  Earthquake,  as  far  as 
I  could  learn,  was  from  Sea  to  Sea  ;  that  is,  from 
the  South  Channel  to  the  Severn .  It  moved  from 
South-Eaft,  to  North-Weft,  and  was  felt  in  every 
Parifh  through  this  whole  Courfe ;  which  is  in 
length  about  forty  Miles.  Nor  was  its  breadth 
much  lefs;  for  it  was  felt  at  the  fame  time  both 
at  Exeter  and  Crookhorn ,  which  lie  from  one  a- 
nother  about  the  fame  diftance  of  forty  Miles,  in 
a  line  direftly  acrofs  its  before-mentioned  Courfe. 
This,  Sir,  is  the  beft  account  I  am  able  to  give ; 
and  I  fhall  add  nothing  more,  but  that  I  am 

Your  moft  Humble  Servant, 

John  Forjier « 


York  Buildings 9 
''Jung 28.  3748. 
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P.  S.  I  have  heard  it  reported,  that  there  were 
Flafhes  of  Lightning  at  the  fame  time  of  the 
Earthquake ;  but  I  never  faw  any  myfelf,  nor  have 
met  with  any  body  that  could  affirm  they  did.’' 

,'i  •  *  ,  :  ‘  M  ,  .  \ 

-  i ,  v'  *  w  -■  *  »  • 

<c  Ti ttfday,  February  18. 1749-50.°  This  day  be¬ 
tween  twelve  and  one  at  Noon,  the  Shock  of  an 
Earthquake  was  felt  all  over  the  Cities  of  Lon - 
don  and  IVeJiminJler ,  and  Parts  adjacent;  the 
Chairs  (baking  in  the  Houfes,  and  the  Pewter 
rattling  on  the  Shelves  ;  it  was  felt  very  fenfibly 
on  both  fides  the  River  Thames ,  from  Greenwich 
almoft  to  Richmond ;  infomuch  that  in  all  the 
Places  the  Inhabitants  were  ftruck  with  fo  great 
a  Terror,  that  they  left  their  Houfes  and  ran  in¬ 
to  the  Streets,  being  apprehenfive,  that  the  Hou¬ 
fes  were  falling.  The  Counfellors  in  the  Court 
of  King  s  Bench  and  Chancery  in  Wejlminjler  Hall , 
were  fo  alarmed,  that  they  expedled  the  Building 
would  be  demolifhed ;  at  Hampjlead ,  Highgate , 
and  all  round  within  fix  Miles  of  London ,  it  was 
felt  very  fenfibly ;  at  the  two  abovementioned 
Places  more  particularly.  In  London  it  was  felt 
mod  by  the  Inhabitants  bordering  near  the  River 
Thames  ;  but  was  very  perceptible  in  other d  Parts ; 
and  at  Limehoufe ,  Poplar ,  &c.  it  was  fo  violent,  that 

c  London  Magazine  for  February'  1750.  p.  91. 

d  It  is  obferved  in  the  Gentleman  s  Magazine  for  February  17  50, 
p.  89.  “That  the  Shock  was  felt  from  Deptford  and  Greenwich  to 
Gra<vefend,  at  Dagenham  and  Raynesbridge  between  Rumford  and 
Brentwood ;  at  Cooperfale  near  Eppir.g ,  at  Woodford ,  Walthamfow , 
Hertford ',  Highgate,  Finchley ,  (not  at  Barnet)  j ult  perceived  at  Rich¬ 
mond  in  Surrey,  Bromley  in  Kent,  (not  at  Deal  or  Canterbury ). - 

The  Univerfal  Magazine  for  February  1749-50,  p.  92,  fays,  that 
it  has  fmee  been  reported,  that  it  was  felt  at  the  fame  time  at  fe- 
veral  places  on  the  Southern  Coaft,  and  likevyifc  <?n  the  Coafl  of 
Rieardy,  Bretaigne  and  Normandy  in  France, 
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fome  Chimneys  were  thrown  down.  Several 
Boats  and  Ships  at  their  Moorings  in  the  River,, 
received  a  furprizing  Shock  therefrom.  In  Lea-> 
den-Hall  Street  part  of  a  Chimney  was  thrown 
down,  as  was  alfo  a  Wooden  Building  at  Davis's 
Rents ,  Southwark .  In  fevefal  Parts  of  London^ he 
Pewter  fell  from  the  Shelves  to  the  Ground, 
By  a  Perfort  who  came  afterwards  from  Brent - 
jord ,  we  are  allured,  that  the  fame  was  felt  very 
much  there  :  And  we  are  alfo  affured,  that  it  was 
very  fenfibly  felt  at  Grave] end'' 

“cthurfday\  March  8.e  This  Morning  at  half  an 
hour  after  five  o’  Clock,  the  Town  was  again 
alarmed  with  another  Shock  of  an  Earthquake; 
which  is  generally  allowed  to  be  more  violent, 
and  of  longer  continuance,  than  that  felt  this  day 
Month.  Great  numbers  of  People  were  awaked 
from  their  Sleep,  merely  by  its  violence ;  which 
however  has  done  no  other  Mifchlef,  than  throw¬ 
ing  down  feveral  Chimneys,  and  damaging  fome 
Houfes.  The  Shock  was  fo  great  in  fome  Parts, 
that  the  People  ran  from  their  Houfes  and 'Beds 
almoft  naked.  In  the  High  Grounds  by  Grofve- 
nor  Square ,  &c.  it  is“  faid  to  have  been  felt  more 
than  in  other  Parts ;  the  BraiTes  and  Pewter  of 
feveral  Kitchins  being  thrown  drown,  and  to 
fome  diitance  from  the  Shelves.  In  Saint  James's 
Park ,  and  all  the  open  Places,  the  Ground  mov¬ 
ed  very  perceptibly,  and  the  noife  feem’d  to  break 
three  times.  About  five  o’  Clock  was  a  conti¬ 
nual,  though  confufed  Lightning,  till  within  a 

e  The  Gentleman's  Magazine,  for  March,  s  7 50 .  p.  137.  London. 
Magazine,  ditto,  p  138= 
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minute  or  two  of  the  Shock  being  felt.  It  is  re¬ 
ported  by  many  People,  that  there  was  a  fmall 
Shock  between  one  and  two  this  Morning.  A 
Lady  in  Piccadilly ,  a  curious  Collector  of  Old 
China ,  who  had  piled  it  on  Stands,*  had  it  flung 
down  and  broke  ;  and  a  great  China  Shop  in  St. 
y ai?ies  s  Street,  had  the  like  accident ;  Bells  in 
feveral  Steeples  were  ftruck  by  the  Chime- Ham¬ 
mers,  and  great  Stones  fell  from  a  Spire  of 
Wejlminjler- Abby .  A  Maid  Servant  in  Charter ~ 
houfe  Lane  was  thrown  out  of  Bed  by  the  Shock, 
and  broke  her  Arm.  The  Dogs  were  fenflble  of 
it,  and  fome  of  them  howled  in  an  uncommon 
manner 3  and  Fifh  in  Ponds  were  obferved  to 
jump  half  a  yard  above  Water.  The  Shock  was 
felt  at  CheJljunt ,  Hertford^  at  Cop th all  near  Epping, 
in  Kent*  at  Bromley ,  Croydon ,  &c. 

There  have  been  fo  many  different  Accounts 
given  of  the  Earthquake,  that  was  felt  on  April  2, 
1750,  at  Chejlery  Liverpool ,  Manchejlery  and  the 
parts  adjacent,  that  it  is  difficult  to  know  which  is 
mod  to  be  depended  upon  ;  the  following  feems 
to  contain  the  trueft  and  cleared:  Narrative  of 
what  then  happen’d  at  thofe  Places. 

g  Extra ft  of  a  Letter  from  Liverpool .  c<  On  the 
2d  inftant,  about  Ten  at  Night,  was  felt  a  fmart 
Shock  of  an  Earthquake 3  it  was  felt  pretty  near 
40  Miles  North  and  South,  and  about  30  Leagues 
Eafl:  and  Weft.  I  perceived  the  Motion  diffindtly; 
it  was  partly  a  vibratory  Motion,  and  did  not  con- 

f  London  agazine,  for  March  1750,  p.  139.  'Tis  obferved,  that 
at  Beckenham  and  Croydon ,  it  occafioned  the  Hammers  of  the  Clocks 
to  Itrike  upon  the  Bells. 

‘  Ipfwicb  Journal ,  April 21,  1 7  50. 
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tinue  above  two  or  three  Seconds  of  Time.  It 
alarmed  the  Inhabitants  pretty  much,  but  did  little 
Damage.  I  was  immediately  apprehenlive  of  what 
it  was,  went  out  to  obferve  the  Air,  and  found  a 
much  ftranger  Appearance  than  I  ever  before  faw; 
great  Mills  and  Blood-Red  Rays  converged  from 
all  Parts  of  the  Heavens  to  one  dark  Point,  but 
no  Luminous  Body  could  be  feen.  This  uncom¬ 
mon  Appearance  difpers’d  in  about  1 5  Minutes.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Manchefter ,  April  9, 
j  750.  “  At  a  great  many  Towns  and  Villages  all 
round  us,  was  felt  a  Shock,  and  believed  to  be  an 
Earthquake,  this  Day  fe’nnight  about  Ten  o'clock 
at  Night.  No  Body  that  I  can  hear  of  was  affed- 
ed  by  it,  or  felt  it  that  was  upon  a  Ground  Floor  ; 
only  thofe  in  upper  Rooms,  where  Numbers  agree 
that  they  were  moved  up  and  down  in  their  Beds, 
as  though  a  Ship  was  floating  on  the  Waves.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Chefer ,  April  11, 
17 5°.  <c  The  Accounts  lately  publilhed  in  the 
London  Papers  of  an  Earthquake  here,  which 
flung  down  Houfes,  rang  Bells  in  Churches,  or  did 
any  Damage  to  our  Town-Hall,  are  abfolutely 
without  any  Foundation.  It  is  true,  that  on  Mon¬ 
day  the  2d  inftant,  at  Night,  a  Shock  of  the  Earth 
was  very  fenfibly  perceived  by  many  of  our  In¬ 
habitants  *  but  it  is  equally  true,  that  the  Good- 
nefs  of  Providence  to  us  was  fuch,  that  not  a  Third 
of  our  Inhabitants  were  affeded  by  it *  and  that 
fuch  who  felt  it  fcarce  apprehended  it  was  an 
Earthquake  till  the  next  Morning,  when  they 
knew  their  Neighbours  were  fenfible  of  it  at  the 
fame  inftant.  No  manner  of  Damage  has  been 


done  by  it, 
•of  it.” 


nor  has  there  been  any  Repetition 
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&  The  following  Narratives  of  two  remarkable 
Earthquakes,  being  omitted  in  their  proper 
Places;  it  may  be  agreeable  to  our  Readers  to 
have  them  inferted  here,  viz. 


I.  Part  of  a  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Coleman 
of  Bofton  in  New  England  to  the  late  Biihop  of 
Peterborough .a 


“  My  Lord,  Bofton ,  Sept,  5,  1728. 

The  Earthquake  (you  enquire  after)  came  upon 
us  fuddenly  in  the  Night  after  the  Lord's  Day , 
Off,  29,  1727,  between  Ten  and  Eleven,  in  a  very 
ftill  and  fair  Evening,  the  Stars  fo  bright  and  glit¬ 
tering,  that  many  had  taken  great  notice  of  them  ; 
this  is  the  only  general  Symptom  of  its  Approach 
I  have  heard  of,  namely,  the  moft  ferene  Sky  and 
warm  Air  that  was  ever  known,  and  fcarce  a 
Breath  of  Wind.  And  tho’  this  is  not  univerfally  a 
Symptom  when  Earthquakes  are  coming  on  Places, 

yet  it  has  often  been  obferv’d. - The  Town  of 

Newbury,  about  40  Miles  North-Eaft  from  Bofton , 
is  the  Place  that  feems  to  have  been  the  Center  of 
the  Shock  and  Shakes  felt  by  us.  There  the  Earth 
opened,  and  threw  up  many  Cart-loads  of  a  fine 
Sand  and  Afhes,  mix’d  with  fome  remains  of  Sul¬ 
phur  ;  but  fo  fmall,  that,  dropping  fome  of  it 
on  bright  Coals,  in  a  dark  place,  once  in  three 
times  the  blue  Flame  of  the  Sulphur  would  plain¬ 
ly  arile,  and  give  a  fmall  Scent,  and  but  a  fmall 
one!  By  this  it  feems  evident,  that  it  was  a  Sul¬ 
phurous  Blafl,  that  burft  open  the  Ground,  and 
threw  up  the  calcined  bituminous  Earth.  The 

*  Philof.  Tranf,  vol.35.  p.124. 
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Family  neareft  to  this  Eruption,  (it  being  in  that 
part  of  the  Town  where  the  Homes  lie  at  a  di- 
ftance  from  each  other),  were  in  the  Terrors  of 
Death  3  the  Roar  and  Shock  being  much  more 
terrible  upon  them,  than  upon  others:  And  yet 
upon  us  at  forty  Miles  diftance,  it  was  very  terri¬ 
fying  and  aftonifhing.  Five  or  feven  fmall  Shakes 
were  felt  by  us,  after  the  firft  and’  Great  one,  that 
Night,  and  in  the  Morning  following  :  but  thefc 
and  other  following  Rumbles  and  Tremblings, 
were  louder  and  greater  at  Newbury  and  the  adja™ 
cent  Places,  than  with  us.*  Benj .  Coleman . 


II.  3 At  Leghorn  (in  Italy)  from  the  1 6th  to  27th 
pf  Jan.  1742,  were  felt  feveral  Shocks  of  an  Earth¬ 
quake  j  the  moft  confiderable  of  which  happened 
on  the  19th  and  27th,  as  appears  by  the  following 
account  of  them  given  by  a  Perfon,  who  was  then 
prefent.  <£  At  half  an  hour  after  12  o’clock  at 
Noon,  on  Jan.  19,  I  heard  a  rumbling  Noife, 

*  A  Gentleman  of  Newbury  writes  upon  the  fame  occafion  — =» 
ss  As  to  any  previous  Notices  of  the  Approach  of  the  Earthquake, 
I  cannot  find  any  thing  to  be  depended  on.  The  Prognoftications 
that  have  been  among  us  have  failed  ;  fuch  as  the  brightnefs  of  the 
Sky  beyond  what  was  common,  the  twinkling  of  the  Stars,  and 
the  like.  I  certainly  know,  that  we  have  heard  the  Rumbles  in  all 
Weathers  indifferently  j  and  at  all  hours,  (tho’  oftener  in  the  Night 
during  Winter )  alfo  when  the  Wind  has  been  at  any  Point  of  the 
Compafs,  and  at  all  times  of  Tide :  And  as  to  the  Moon,  equally 
when  fhe  was  nearer  or  farther  from  her  Change  and  Full.  One 
thing  I  may  add  here  very  remarkable,  and  which  may  be  depend¬ 
ed  on.  About  the  middle  of  April,  that  fine  Sand  which  w?as  thrown 
up  in  feveral  Places  in  this  Parifh,  at  the  firft  Great  Shock,  Odl.  29, 
did  ftink  to  a  great  degree,  even  fo  as  to  be  more  naufeous  than  a 
putrifving  Corpfe;  yet  in  a  very  little  while  after  it  did  not  fmell 
at  all.5’ 

“  Phikfophical  Tranfaftfons >  vol.  4 2,  Numb,  463.  pag,  77. 
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which  was  followed  by  a  great  Shake  of  the  Houfe 
where  I  was:  It  came  like  a  Blow,  and  the  Houfe 
waved  from  Weft  to  Eaft.  Half  an  hour  after¬ 
wards  there  was  another  Shock,  fomewhat  fmaller : 
And  all  the  remainder  of  the  Day,  the  Earth  was 
in  continual  Motion.  Some  Fifhermen,  who  were 
then  at  Sea,  obferved  a  fmall  part  of  the  Sea  rage 
violently,  and  raife  itfelf  to  a  great  height  in  a 
white  Foam,  with  a  dreadful  Roaring;  which 
frighten’d  them  fo,  that  they  imagined  themfelves 
loll ;  though  it  did  not  diredtly  beat  upon  them, 
but  they  felt  it  only  on  one  fide ;  which  made 
them  imagine,  fome  violent  Mifchance  had  hap¬ 
pened  on  Shore:  And  keeping  their  Eyes  always 
on  that  troubled  Part  of  the  Sea,  they  perceiv’d, 
it  made  towards  Leghorn ,  and  broke  on  the  old 
Fortrefs,  which  for  a  little  while  was  hid  from 
them.  But  the  moft  remarkable  Shock  was  about 
i  o’Clock  in  the  Afternoon  of  the  27th  ;  which 
was  preceded  by  a  mod  dreadiul  Noife,  and  then 
followed  a  treble  Shock  of  an  Earthquake  in  the 
moft  frightful  manner,  and  beyond  meafure  vior 
lent :  It  began  by  a  fuccuffive  Motion,  and  was 
followed  by  a  fort  of  Blow  with  a  horrible  Vior 
lence  ;  and  at  lad  came  another  fuccuffive  Motion, 
more  horrible  than  the  former.  There  was  heard 
from  under-ground  a  hollow  terrible  Rumbling, 
as  if  the  whole  Earth  had  broken  to  Pieces.  The 
The  Houfe  waved  about  32  Seconds  from  Ead  to 
Wed.  I  looked  upon  myfelf  quite  lod,  and  ex¬ 
pected  nothing  lefs,  than  the  immediate  Ruin  of 
the  Houfe  ;  efpecially,  when  I  beheld  part  of  the 
Door-Cafe  falling,  and  the  Partition- Walls  crack’d ; 
the  Mortar  fell  all  about  like  Rain,  and  the  Furni- 
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ture  and  Cloaths  hung  on  the  Walls  fell  all  down. 
I  was  not  able  to  get  out  of  the  Houfe,  by  the  fur¬ 
rounding  Crowd  of  frighten'd  People,  that  flock'd 
in  upon  me.  At  laft,  however,  I  got  out,  and  could 
hardly  believe  my  Eyes,  when  I  found  the  Houfes 
all  ftanding ;  having  imagined  Things  to  be  much 
worfe,  than  I  found  them :  yet  every  thing  has 
fuflfered  very  much,  there  not  being  a  Angle  Edi¬ 
fice  but  what  is  damaged. 

What  has  mod  furprifed  me  is,  the  number  of  Cracks  in  the 
Walls  of  the  Collegiate  Church,  which  were  built  without  fparing 
any  Colt  to  make  them  a  complete  Piece  of  Workmanlhip,  and  are 
of  an  extraordinary  Thicknefs,  as  one  may  obferve  in  fome  of  the 
Openings  in  the  Building  and  Vaulting  :  From  hence  may  be  con¬ 
ceived  a  juft  idea  of  the  extreme  V  iolence  of  the  roaring  Earthquake,-- 
Upon  account  of  the  Inconveniencies  attending  this  Earthquake,  an 
infinite  number  of  People  went  out  of  the  Town;  the  Houfes 
and  Shops  were  abandoned  inftantly,  to  feek  Refuge  in  the  great 
Piazza :  So  great  was  the  Confternation,  that  no  one  knew  what  he 
was  about.  It  was  an  Objeft  of  the  greated  Compaflion,  to  fee  the 
Aflonilhment  and  general  Confufion  that  prevailed;  every  body 
looked  pale  as  Death,  without  knowing  what  he  faid  or  did.  —  Be¬ 
fore  the  Earthquake  on  the  igth,  the  Waters  fwelled,  and  then  fell 
again;  foon  after  they  fwelled  half  a  yard  higher  than  they  ever 
were  ufed  to  do.  It  was  faid,  that  the  fame  Night,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing,  there  was  a  ftrong  fmell  of  Sulphur  in  the  Streets :  This  fmell 
was  likewife  found  in  the  Waters  of  fome  Wells.  The  Sea  was  feen 
in  fundry  fituations,  now  high,  and  then  prefently  very  low  again; 
fometimes  ftrongly  agitated,  and  at  others  on  a  fudden  calm.  Some 
People  faid,  that  it  roared  with  fuch  Violence  and  Smartnefs,  that 
its  Noife  was  like  the  firing  of  large  Cannon.  A  French  Filherman 
being  then  in  his  Boat,  faid,  that  he  found  it  on  a  fudden  raifed  up 
a  prodigious  height ;  and  then  it  fell  fo  low,  that  he  thought  it  had 
touched  the  bottom  of  the  Sea,  and  concluded  himfelf  loft  :  During 
this  uncommon  Motion,  he  affirms  to  have  heard  one  of  thefe  Noifes 
refembling  the  firing  of  Cannon;  and  afterwards  felt  no  Storm. 
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Names  of  the  Places,  where  the  Earthquakes 

happened. 


A. 

Ablans  (St.)  p.  '48. 

Alexandria  p.  10. 

Aliaman  p.  1  2. 

Antioch  p.  9,  io,  12,  13,  14. 
Arequipa  in  Peru  p.  18,  20,  34. 
Arigoango  p.  18. 

Aynho  in  Northampton,  p.  64. 

B. 

Bavaria  p.  13. 

Bedford  p.  60. 

Bcritus  p.  11. 

Blackmore  in  Dorfetfhirc  p.  54. 
Bohemia  (/»)  /.  19. 

Bofton  in  New  England  p.  75. 
Brewood  in  Staffordfhire  p.  59. 
Brill  in  Oxfordlhirc  p.  57. 

Brifa  p.  15. 

Briltol  p.  52. 

C. 

Calabria  in  Sicily  p.  14,  21. 
Callao  Peru  p.  40. 

Catanea  Mount  ABtna  31. 
Chefter  p.  74. 

Chorafin  p.  12. 

Conflantinople  />.  9,  10,  1 1,  13. 
Coos  IJle  p.  1 1 . 

Croydon  in  Surrey  p.  50. 
Cumana  mar  the  IJland  Cubc- 
gua  in  the  Eaft  Indies  p.  16. 
Cyclades  IJland s  p.  10. 

D. 

Dalton  South  Yorkfh.  p  6 2. 
Damafcus  p  14. 

Damiis  p.  12. 

Daphne  p.  12. 

Darby  p  4J. 


E. 

Egypt  f.  12. 

Enchinven  p.  17. 

F. 

France  p.  24. 

G. 

GJoceflcr  p-$2. 

Gonhapee  an  IJle  e/’Banda  p%  20. 

H. 

Havant  p. 

Hereford  p.  52. 

Hull  p.  61 . 

Hien  p.  17. 

Hungary  p.  19. 

I. 

Jamaica  p.  27. 

Jerufalem  />.  8,  9. 

Ionia  p.  10. 

K. 

Kent  p.  48,  54. 

L. 

Leghorn  p.  76. 

Liege  /.  13. 

Lima  in  Peru  p,  35. 

Lincoln  /».  46. 

Liverpool  p.  73. 

Lombardy  13. 

London  ^.53,  71,  72. 

M. 

Mamiftria  13, 

Manila  />.  22. 

Manchcfter  p.  74. 


Man. 


1  N  1 

Mancheller  />.  74, 

Marifenm  p.  13. 

Meaco  in  Japan  p.  19. 

Mecca  p.  12. 

Mechlin  />.  22. 

Meffina  in  Sicily  30. 

Moravia  /.  19. 

N. 

Naples  p.  15,25. 

Navenby  Lincoln  />. 63, 
Newbury  z#  New  England  /-75« 
Nice  buried  p.  ro. 

Nicomeclia  p .  9. 

Norway  p.  23. 

Nottingham  p.  46. 

O. 

Oxenhall  County  (^Durham,/, 47. 
Oxford  p.  56,  59* 

P. 

Palermo  p.  34. 

Paleftine  p.  12. 

Peru  p.  17, 

Pompeiopolis  p.  1 1. 

Port  Royal  z«  Jamaica  /?.  28, 
Puchio  />.  1 7. 

R. 

Ragufa  p.  24. 

Rome  p.  11. 

Rottenberg  p  13, 

Rygate  in  Surrey  p,  50. 


JF  / 


E  X, 

s. 

Saint  Jago  p.  23.. 

Sanxi  and  San  ton.  Provinces  of 
.  China  ^.16. 

Shrewibury  p.  46 
Sin  gan-fon,  in  the  Province  of' 
Xenli  p.  1 3. 

Syria  p.  1 2* 

T. 

Trialett  p.  1 3. 

Tripoli  /M4. 

f. 

Verona  p;  14. 

Vefuvius  p.  S3  n. 

Vinyanfu  p.17. 

Univerfal  y>.  10,  if. 

W. 

Wells  p.48. 

Well  Ram  p.  53,  54. 
Wekminfter  y,  7 1,  72: 
Willemhall,  Stajfordjkire,  p.  58b 
Wolverhampton  58. 
Worceto  p.  45,  52. 

y. 

York  />.  53. 

Z. 

Zantung,  Province  in  China  p. 
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